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HE chief intention of publication is inſtrue- 

tion and entertainment. Where the latter 

is the principal motive of any production, it is 
certainly defective, as it encourages a waſte of 
time, without the probability of reaping, any. ef- 


ſential benefit. Where the former is the only aim, 


although commendable and praiſe-worthy, the 
work will be deemed by many, dull, tedious, and: 
inſufferable. But where the inflruftive is com- 
bined with the entertaining. where the fine ſen- 
fibilities of the human heart are made fubſervient: 
to the purpoſes of morality, the work is peruſed 
with pleaſure by the rational, and een B/ 
the judicious. 


THe diſſemination of virtue ovght to be the I 
firſt and only object of every publication; from 
the peruſal of which the propenſities of the youthful 


may be ameliorated, and the laudable inclination 


of the. aged eſtabliſhed. Where this is not he 
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cafe, a tendeney to vice is encouraged, and the 


habits of evil confirmed. To diſcourage this vi- 
cious rendency, to diſcountenance this proneneſs 


to evil, every friend to Society thuuld exert, either 


privately or publickly, thoſe talents with which he 


is endowed, for the confirmation of that virtue, 
which is too often expoſed to the attacks of im- 
morality, and the ſhafts of ridicule. 


PER SONS who are engaged in the great con- 


eerns of life, are in general capable of judging for 
themſelves; but there are many who are wholly 


dependent on the judgement of others. The doc- 
trines of IMMORALITY therefore, like an impe- 


tuous inundation, overwhelm the giddy and in- 
eonſiderate, the thoughtleſs and the vain, in the 
dreary whirlpool of perdition ; and give preva- 
lence to that RIDICULE,. which attempts to com- 
bat the principles of religion, to laugh at the ſo- 
ber precepts of morality, and tends finally to era- 


dicate thoſe ſeeds of virtue which, from negligence 


and inattention, have ſcarcely taken root in the 
youthful mind. | 


Tnar the preſent is an age of levity, will 
ſcarcely be denied by any perſon of obſervation ; 


but that it is more criminal than the age of our 
predeceſſors, I will not take upon me to determine. 
To condemn is eaſy; to demonſtrate difficult. 
That the majority of a nation may give into many 


$3463 | of 


* 2 2 7 a . 
r 4 4 ö 
= Ie . TI n 3 oy 2. 5 


5 


PREF AC Er 


of the levities and frivolities of the age, without 
_ abſolutely incurring the ſtain of actual guilt, is 


perhaps probable ; that many of the preſent gene- 
ration may adopt, from example and precept, pro- 
penſities injurious to the good of ſociety, and 
pernicious to their own morals, without finally de- 
parting from the mild influence of virtue, is poſ- 
ſible ; but it is evident and demonſtrative, that 
many, from the contagion, of theſe purſuits, will 
be entangled in ſuch labyrinths of error as will 
lead them immediately to their ruin without a poſ- 
ſibility of efcape. 


THAT train of conſideration, that examination; 
of cauſe and effect, which diſpoies the mind to de- 
il erate with caution and chooſe with diffidence, is 


the lot of very few. Hence engagements origi- 


nate, connexions are formed, and friendſhips ce- 
mented, in the moment of hilarity and mirth, the 
appearance of which is innocent, and the iſſue 
unſuſpected. A viciſſitude is ſoon obſerved, but 
not the leaſt glimpſe of criminality appears. Suſ- 
picion is lulled to ſleep. One venial treſpaſs is 
committed, and although it may be immediately 
ſucceeded by the bitter pangs of repentance, a repe- 
tition is ſoon excited by example, and approved- 
by precept. A freſh commiſſion renders- the 
heart more callous, and it ſoon becomes ob- 


durate. Repentance is forgotten, for remorſe has 
loſt its ſting, Thus perſons of virtuous diſpo- 
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fition, by being entangled j in the ſnares of vicious 


company, become in time adepts in the practice 
of irreligion and immorality, and plunge with plea- 
Fire into ſcenes which they would before have 


ſhuddered at with horror and deteſtation. Cau- 


tion is requilite, for example is Contagious. 


Every publication has a cendiney aber to 
diſſeminate virtue and excite emulation, or to 
countenance and encourag? vice, As intention 
conſtitutes the fact; fo every attempt to recom- 
mend the practice and facilitate the purſuit of vir- 
tue deſerves approbation : and though the perfor- 
mance be not exhibited in the attractive decora- 


tions of art, or finiſhed with all the captivating. 


graces of excellence, yet the well-meant endea- 


vour deſer ues all the echoes of. applauſe, and me- 


ris the commendatians. of honeſt .pcaiſe; - But 
when the performance is evidently calculated to: 
miſlead, to miſrepreſent, and, inſtead of encou- 


raging the practice of virtae, to pourtray vice in 


all the bewitching colours of faſcination, to hold 
the Jure of - perdition” before the eyes of the 
inconſiderate, and gradually to entice unthink- 
ing youth into the: ruinous ſnares of vice and 
folly; what reprehenſion, what puniſhment is. 
equivalent to the enormity of the crime | To ani- 
madvert with ſeverity upon ſuch a procedure, to 
coudema ſo odious a ſpecies of criminality with 
ö 5 3 the 


mad 


PREFACE. 


the utmoſt force of language, has frequently ns 
other ette&t than to excite the malicious ſneer of 
contempt, or the more detperate tone of infernal 
imprecation. To what remedy then can we have 
recourſe for the ſuppreſſion of ſuch an enormity ? 
To no other than the civil power, which ought to 

be not only the guardian of our lives and proper- * 
ties, but likewiſe of our morals; for whenever 
there is a ſcandalous relaxation of morals, the ef- 
fect Will be proportionate on our actions. Thus 

thoughts produce actions, and actions are amen- 
able to the laws. To act without deliberation, 
demonſtrates folly; to act contrary to eonviction, 
beipeaks inconhitency, if not guilt. A little re- 
flection, in the breait of a rational being, would 
produce remprſe ; but, experience ſhews, that 
thouſands of individuals ſeein to be incapable of 
this exertion, although it is but a * Ju” 
of the power of rauocination. 


Ir is a melancholy fact, that the preſent age 
has given encouragement to ſeveral productions 
of literature which are written in defiance of re- 
ligion, in contempt of virtue, and in open vio- 
lation of the decrees of the Legiſlature: They 
are the ebulli ions of corrupt minds and vicious 
hearts. Io oblerve a periodical publication, con- 
tinued from month to month, from year to year, 
Huing from the preſs, and publickly advertiſed, re- 
Rete with immorality, and obſcenity, is a diſ- 

grace 
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grace to our police, and a laſting. ſatire on the 1 

manners of the age. Fraug ut with all that luſcious. 
deſeription which is calculated to inflame the pa- 

fions and corrupt the heart, it is ſought after with * 

precipitation, and peruſed with avidity; the picture 'F 

captivates the judgement and faſcinates the under- I 


ſtanding; and when writers will baſely condeſcend 
to deſcribe ſcenes of incontinence with every ele 
gance of expreſſion and vivacity of remark, it is 
no wonder if many gay and inconſiderate youths 
fall early victims to the proſtitution of ſuch' 
pens. The integrity of the mind is gradually 
broken down by the peruſal of ſuch perniciouns 


works, prepared for the adm: flion of vice before the 5 
temptation approaches, and rendered, when it does 2 


approach, incapable of refiſtanee ; for the ſeeds 
of virtue being totally eradicated, no compunction 
follows the commiſſion of the crime. Iteration 
ſometimes produces pleaſure, ſeldom creates pain; 
And thus an obduracy in guilt is confirmed ; an 
impenitency in vice eſtabliſhed. One crime en- 
genders another; and what at firſt was deemed 
trivial and entertaining, becomes, from a conti- 
nuation, eulpable and vicious. So momentous 
is the proper employment of our time, that if we 
pertinaciouſly miſapply thoſe minutes which ought 
to be devoted to ſome laudable purſuit, the activity | 
of our mind, the irregular wildneſs of an over- 
heated imagination, will by inſenſible degrees per- 
5 | vert 
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vert our original though virtuous intention, and 
lead it ſpontaneouſly into the paths of dereliction. 


A NovEL, whether founded on a real or ficti- : 
tious ſtory, may be made the vehicle of inſtruction 
and amuſement, from whence the aged may de- 
rive delight, and the young receive direction; and 
which the unſullied eye of chaſtity may peruſe with 
pleaſure, without fuffuſing the modeſt chezk of 
innocence with the bluſh of ſhame. Fhe picture of 
life and manners which is requiſite to form a plot 
within the bounds of probability, needs not the 
recommendation of wanton ſcenery and laſcivious 
amours. A ſtory, though not conducted by all 
the deceptions of art, nor expreſſed in ſtrains of 
elegance, may. nevertheleſs be inſtructive and 
amuſing, The morality which pervades the 
whole, will be conſpicuous to every obferver ; and 
even from a curſory peruſal, the ſuperficial reader 
may ariſe with his intentions ameliorated, his pro- 
penſities corrected, and his judgement informed. 


Bur when the work is calculated ſolely to amuſe, 
where the paſſions are pourtrayed in laſcivious 
deſcriptions, where the errors of the human heart 
are palliated by the charms of language, where 
the fineſt feelings of the mind are pathetically ex- 
hibited, and every ſcene of delinquency is corro- 
borated; it requires more fortitude, and ſound 
philoſophy, than falls to the ſhare of the majority 
ef mankind, to ariſe from the peruſal without hav- 
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ing contracted ſome little taint of corruption. 
1 de miſchief may be latent, and at firſt ſcarcely 
perceptible, yet in a moment of inconi;deration 


may acquire an impe: uoſity that is irteſiſtible aud 
boundlcis. 394 | | 

Ix the 1 the unhappineſs re- 
ſulting from the arbitrary temper of a parent is 
attempted to be delineated. His opinions relative 


to the implicit ſubmiſſion of a child to the abfurd 
and overbearing deciſions of paternal authority, 


are ſhe wn to be repugnant to the laws of nature, 


and the mutual dependance ſubſiſting betwixt pa- 
rent and child. That obedience which is authori- 
tatively required by the parent, without ever con- 


ſuhing the inclinauons of the child, even in the 
important article of marriage, is certainly produc- 
tative of many eviis. For while children are born 
with paffions to ſtimulate, and inclinations to 


| chuſe, it is but reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that they 
ought to be tre ted with ſome little de rence and 


re ſpect ia an affair in which their future happineſs 
is ſo cloſely interwoven. I hey ou e di- 
rected; not compelled. The expgrience of age 
can take a larger and more compi b. nlive view 


of life, can form a clearer and more accurate 


opinion of effects proceeding from certain cauſes, 
than the impe tuoſity of youth is capable of: yet 


in the unbiaſſed deciſions of nature and reaſon, 
this can confer no indefeaſible right on age to im» 
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poſe reſtrictions upon youth which are repugnant 
to their immedizte and future happineſs. Let all 
duty and obedience, all love and eſteem, be paid 


by a child to the care and tenderneſs of a parent, 
| whoſe diligence and foſtering attention cannot 


eaſily be compenſated ; yet certainly there are im- 
poſitions againſt which duty will revolt, reſtraints. 
at which nature and reaſon will recoil, without 
deſervedly incurring the imputation of ingratitude. 
Wretchedneſs and miſery are poor equivalents for 
ſacrificing our own opinions at the glittering al- 
tars of intereſt and ambition; which, if volun- 
tarily undertaken, ſhould be borne without a ſigh; 
but if impoſed, muſt excite our. pity and commiſe- 


ration. 


From theſe conſiderations I conclude, that a 
child may recede from the determinations of a pa- 


rent, without actually deſerving the opprobrious 


cenſure.of filial ingratitude. An ingenuous mind 
will not readily give offence, even -where a magi- 
ſterial. inhibition produces pain; and would rather 


ſuffer without complaining, than bear the odium 
of what may be deemed a rational oppoſition, For 
there are few inſtances in life, whete it is not the 


incumbent duty of the child to ſacrifice his own 


opinion to the ſuperior authority of a parent, in 
order, if poſſible, to eſtabliſh that ſocial peace and 
happineſs which ought to continue unimpaired be- 
tween ſuch, 1 near and relative connexions. Whe- 


ther 
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cher an uncontrouled indulgence of the inclination 
in marriage, in every ſtation of life, would really 
be productive of mutual happineſs, is a problem 
that requires to be demonſtrated ; and certainly, in 
a civilized ſtate, experience will never be able to 
draw a definitive concluſion. The exiſting poſi- 
tive evils reſulting from the inhibitions of paternal 
authority, might not be remedied or counterba- 
lanced by any real good, as the certain iſſue of 
an experiment ariſing from the contrary conduct. 
Direction to young perſons is indiſpenſably neceſ- 
fary; and who ſo proper to ſtretch out the directing 
hand, as him who gave them being? Lenity will. 
frequently have more prevalence than autho- 
= rity, and perſuaſion than force. Yet there is a 
= ftrange perverſeneſs in ſome diſpoſitions, which 
ann never be perfectly ſubdued, either by gentle or 
keſtrictive meaſures ; and experience demonſtrates 
ſdtat it is an enemy to the peace of its poſſeſſor, 
and a deadly Poiſon to his happineſs. The line of 
duty and diſobedience, in moſt inſtances, is very 
_ evident ; in ſome, not ſo eaſily diſcerned. Com- 
| pliance will often enſure peace, but rarely deſtroy. 
it: and this we ought to believe as an undoubted 
fact, that in a marriage eſtabliſhment, the happi- 
nels of the child is the principal motive of the pa- 
rent. If he err, he errs in the cauſe of tenderneſs 
and benevolence. But if, from a certain combi 
nation of cireumſtances, ſome degree of collufion 
| E Uſcorcred; if ambition uſurp the e in- 
1 clination, 
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elination, and joteßelt of affection; a non com- 


pliance with parental ee is perhaps neceſ- 
| farys if not juſtifiable. 


Tu multiplicity of en wor i ſimilar 
mature 'might preclude any apology for the appear- 


ance of more. There are few incidents in life 
which have not been pourtrayed, few traits of cha- 
racter which have not been delineated by the ex- 
4quiſite touches of ſeveral eminent maſters ; ſo 
that there is little more left for their ſucceſſors in 
the ſame line of literature, than to tread in the 
humble path of imitation. When this taſk, fo 
Humiliating to a man of genius, is performed with 
taſte and judgement, the work, though deſtitute 
of originality, will be read by the intelligent with 
candour, by the judicious with indulgence. 


IncipenT, though effentially neceſſary to this ! 
ſpecies of compolition, is not certainly the onl7x 
requiſite to fabricate a complete performance. In- 
cidents, when combined and managed with art, 
ſerve to amuſe the attention, but ſeldom contribute 
to inform the underſtanding ; but when a conca- 
tenation of ſentiment and incident pervades the 
whole, the imagination is amuſed, and the judge- 
ment · inſtructed. As to inſtruc is much more me- 
ritorious than to amuſe ; fo the reader who is ac- 

ccuſtomed to deliberate, will derive pleaſure and in- 
ſtruction from a work which the careleſs and in- 
* will deem W n tedious. 
, | To 


To be entertained, is pleaſing; to be inſtructed, 

profitable ; and ſhould any individual, either as 

parent or child, reap the leaſt advantage from the 
peruſal of this work, the Author will think himſelf 


amply repaid tor his trouble in the compoſition, of 
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LETTER YL 


PROM THE HON. MR.WILTON TOMR. BENFIELD, 


DEAR SIR, 


N compliance with your requeſt when I laſt ſaw 
you, I now embrace the earheſt opportunity 

of acquainting you with the cauſe and place of my 
retreat. You hinted at our laſt interview, that the 
voice of fame, and your own ſuggeſtions, had induced 
you to conclude, that ſome important domeſtic con- 
nexions of a delicate nature, which had met with - 
my diſapprobation, muſt have been the cauſe. of 
this precipitate and hazardous procedure. Your ſug⸗ 5 
eſtions were certainly right; but when I have ex- 
plained the particulars, I hope the friend of ys; 
youth will not altogether condemn my conduct; 4 
conduct that has hitherto been regulated by the 
fandard of virtue and the laws of rectitude ; and 
| although not free from many errors, and the lapſes. 
„ to heedleſs youth, yet I can with trutk 
r 1 „ wo 1 
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"boaſt, that it is untainted with the ſhameleſs com- 
miffon of flagrant vices, or the unbluſhing pro- 
of deliberate guilt, This you will pro- 
bably deem the vaunt of egotilm : but you know 
your Wilton. The experience of many years- -has 
only cemented our hearts more cloſely, and that affec- 
tion which commenced with. our earlieſt youth, has 


never yet ſuffered any diminution. 


3 As a proof of my attachment to the rules of vir- 
tttne, T ſcarcely need to remind you of the many 
| attacks I have ſuffered from the devoted ſons of 
; pleaſure, and the thoughtleſs children of infamy. 
Ridicule and argument have alternately failed in 
making a convert of me to what I ever held, and 
1 hope ever ſhall hold, in the utmoſt horror and de- 
--  teſtation. , The former was uſed as raillery.; the lat- 
Cäöw ter in adducing proofs to ſubſtantiate, that the ma- 
Ez jor part of the Chriſtian World has for almoſt two 
ttzhouſand years been immerſed in the labyrinth of er- 
for. Though I was well acquainted with the whole 
| ſcope of their ratiocination, I never yet could 
laugh, but have frequently heaved the N 
2 * of pity: for thoſe giddy ioconflderates. | 
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Tuis may perhaps appear ne fel-ppaiſe, a and an 
"I attempt to exculpate myſelf, where there is no ac- 
= - cufation. But probably it may ſerve to extenuate 
© What by many may be deemed a crime, and what I 
mall develope to you without che leaſt Prevarication 

2 reſerve. | 
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wen know that 1 have bs ſeven years. 
b England; during which time I have viſited all 
_ the principal cities in Europe, examined all the Es” 
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be which are there exhibited, and * converiee” --.-: 
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ledge. Treading on claſſie ground, every day en- 
creaſed my avidity ; and had I not received a peremp- 
tory command from my honoured father to return, 1 
know not to what length my abſence OS? have deen 
extended. 

Wrrre I was at Florence a ſecond time, actually 
meditating a journey into Egypt, and concerting 
meaſures for my conveyance, I received a letter 
from my father, couched in a very authoritative ſtyle, 
-commanding my immediate return, and aſſigning as 
a reaſon for his command, that he had affianced me 
to the daughter of Sir George Silvertop. 


Tais commercial dealing in matrimonial affairs, 
you know, I always diſapproved of, from its in- 
tereſted views, from its ſimilitude to buying and ſel- 
ling, and the more than probability of no affection exiſt- 
ing between the parties thus connected. In confor- 
mity however to the commands: 1 * father, F< 
made immediate preparation for my departure; and 
though my heart was. "altogether. free from any pre- 
engagement, yet my mind foreboded, as it were by 
anticipation, that this would not be the woman 0 


my choice; for love, which ought to be free and 


unfettered, not bound by the ſhackles of authority, 


nor influenced by avaricious motives, ever ſpurns 


at the magiſterial dictates which proceed from what 3 
the world calls prudential conſiderations. | | 


I." - 
3 


A rou xo. erſon of family and 338 Saks 
diſeretion 3 18 unimpeached, whoſe conduct has hither- 


_ to been irreproachable, and who is deemed capable 


Am all other matters to ſteer his courſe through life wr 
+ credit to himſelf and comfort to his relations, ouzht- « 
een to have a negative at leaſt in the1 important 
ar W N * 2 PL 5 5 . 


2 
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in this world ſo materially depends. You will ſay. 
that this ſentiment is natural and philoſophical, but 

rhaps not prudential. So conclude our parents, and 
4 have thought ſome of our Legiſlators, 


ks this train of thinking I arrived at Wilton- 
Hall, fully determined, after a variety of deliberations, 
Not to ſacrifice my happineſs by an implicit obedience 
to my duty. To lead a woman worthy of all my 
love, amiable for every perfection, and deſerving of 
all praiſe—to lead her to the facred altar of Hymen, 
facred by the laws of heaven, and revered by the laws 
of man, when, thus circumſtanced, I could not beſtow 


my heart where I beſtowed my hand, would be not only 


An inſult to the decrees of the Divinity, but baſely to 
traniple upon the wiſdom of ages. O my Benfield ! how 
often have we diſcuſſed this ſubject, merely for the 
exerciſe of our intellectual ſpeculations ! Little did 
Tthen think that I ſhould one day forfeit the affec- 
tion of my father, for an attachment to opinions 
Which are founded on the precepts of impartial juſtice 
- and the dictates of unbiaſſed reaſon. But ſo i it has hap- 


Fel. * duty! . are ye? 


* 


35 Tas SE are digreſfions, I acknonledge but you 
* 0 forgive t them. | i 


re uſual falutations and enquiries after the 


| health of the family being over, my father abruptly 


© aſked me when I would fix my wedding-day. I caſt 


A look of complacency upon him at ſo extraordi- 


nary an interrogation, and replied, that J humbly 
: ped. he would permit me to ee - my deſtined - 


bride before I came to ſuch 4 determination. „ =: 7 
anſwered ſharply, « Your duty in this buſinefs 18 Wt Fe 
21 obey ; ; mine to command. Sir George and Thave--: 


Ke & v4: 8 the whole of the” ere fo our mtu 
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4 ſatisfaction, and it only remains with you to act in 
«« obedience to our deciſions.” 


I was proceeding to urge ſome arguments which 
EF deemed to be rational and - concluive, - when my 
mother interrupted me, and faid, «© My Lord, I con- 
* ceive you have forgotten that Sir George Silver- 
„ top and his family are totally ſtrangers to our 
« ſon Henry; they have only reſided in our neigh- 
2 In three years, and Henry hath been abtcut 
« ſeven.“ - 


Tur remark is juſt,” replied his Lordſhips. 
« and though the marriage be finally determined 
% on, the time which a viſit or two to Sir George's 
may require, to ſatisfy his youthful curioſity, can 
„ be of no moment; therefore I allow you,“ con- 
tinued he addreſſing himſelf. to me, * ſeven days; 
at the expiration of which I expect your uncon- 
| « ditional acceptance of the happineſs [ have pro- 
„ vided for you. The experience which I have 
had through à life chequered with a variety of 
« ſcenes convinces me, that I have left nothing l in 
complete in this important buſineſs. Your for- 
tune is not large, her's is affluent; VYour family 
« js noble, her's but lately emerged into notice. 
„Such a connexion will be ae dust to 8 and 
« bongurable to he,. wn. = — I ne 


Tuis ſpeech being canada with a grave em- : 
phatic tone, and determined manner, commanded 
my filence ; and my father e len the 
room. £ 0 3 


— 2 
wy . 
_ . 


* 


ins protracted this letter to an unf biz. Wy 5s | 


Tel . with aſſuring you, that 0 not 
NL - 83 
LET: 3 8 I am Your? 'S, Kc. 3 
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** father having retired; a profound filence en- 
ſued for ſome minutes, during which I fat ru- 
minating in a very ferious mood on the. ſtrange recep- 
tion 1 had met with after ſo long an abſence... * Can. 
« there be a. greater abſardity,” {aid I to myſelf, 
than for a parent to compel the inclinations of his 
child to accept what is abſolutely diſagreeable, and 
repugnant to his withes,. merely to gratify the aſ- 
* «© piring throb of ambition, or the ſordid. graſp of | 
| «© awarice ?: O. Happineſs | what are thy bounds, 
* where doſt thou begin, or where doſt- thou ter- 
% minate ? in an impficit obedience of obſequious 
- * duty, or in the upcontrouled fruition of inclina- 
en“ | | . 


* * 
* ER. 


» In e might of this ſilent 1 1 was inter- 
derte by my honoured mother, Who, wier a look 
22 Uiſplayed her affection, mingled with the. moſt 
dender regard, ſpoke as follows: My deareſt Henry, 
5 N vou have been abſent ſeven years; during Which 
= * long term T never openlyexpreſſed my iffatisfac-⸗ 
= tion, or uttered a diſcordant murmur,\leſt your 
s father ſhould have conſtrued it into a wiſh for your 
| es return. © Henry! you have from che firſt dawning -- 
e of your thought ever experienced my indulgence. 
— „ Wieh the molt tender ſolicitade E watched over 
your infancy, and: with all the joy of the N 80 
Parent I ſam you riſing to. maturity. 
3 0 compliance with your ardent wiſhes, and — 4 
hopes of your intellectual improvement, I re- Vo. 
5 n my feelings, 1525 ered you to be-torn 7 
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 « theſe arms, and ſubmitted to pine and langaiſh: 
«© under the piercing throes which I was conſcious a. 


long ſeparation would inflict. You are now fe- 


* turned. Let me conjure you to vive, if it be poſ- 


* - fible, a ready acquieſcence to your father's will. You- 


* muſt be conſcious, that nothing could have in- 
duced him to promote this matrimonial e- mexion, 
but his parental anxiety to give you a permanent 
« eſtabliſhment in life, and enable you to maintain the 
© ſplendour of your antient houſe 'with a dignity: 
* ſuitable to its rank and honour. If you have 


formed no improper connection that biafles your” 


* inclination, let not a tender motherentreat ia vainz- 


« Jet her not complain of ingratitude from à ſon, 


**- whoſe happineſs from the moment of his birth ſhs 
has promoted with the tenderet ſenfibility.? 


Duxixe the firſt part of this afeAionate ſpeech 
I kept my eyes fixed upon the floor, but raiſing them 
almoſt involuntarily, I riveted them upon the face of 
| the venerable ſpeaker. Towards the goncluſion, I 

ſaw the tear gliſten in her eye: I roſe, and derung 
towards her juſt as it began to roll downher age 
cheek, I kiſſed it away. My heart was full -I 


heaved a ſigh, and walked to the window, My con- 


fuſion was apparent, and my feelings —O Benfield! 


re-confider the ſcene, and ſpare me the deſcription. A 
temporary pauſe enſued : I recovered my, eſolurion; 3 


and on turning round {aw my ever-honourt 


face ſuffuſed in tears, and my two _ . 3 


with ee ſorrows, 


= "x 


0 


a 
A pain to the beſt of parents; * aſſured — ; 8 5 


+. % 


Wat e a proper ſenſe of my duty, afid/a; pride of 


EF 


+ 


1 never would en 7 an a . = 


— 
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. the dignity of my birth, or the mind ho- 
ow of my family. | 


Jo usT as I had finithed this 8 my father 
ed the room, and with a countenance more 
placid than when he left us, but in a very laconie 


manner, informed me that I muſt prepare to Vit Sis. 


George Silvertop's family on the morrow; adding, that 


I ſhould then have at leaſt the /atis/a%ion, if not the 


pleaſure, of ſeeing my intended bride. I made no 
reply, but notified my aſſent by a moſt reſpectful 


bow. 


Tus converſation now took a general turn, and 


. 


aſſumed a different appearance: the diffidence, miſ- 
truſt, and diſtant reſpect which had before prevailed, 
gave place to effuſions of fond familiarity, and the 
delightful reciprocations of affability and eſteem. To 
e many kind interrogatories relative to my purſuits, 
my amuſements, and my ſtudies, whilſt abroad, I 
ave ready and ingenuous anſwers, which ſeemed to 
iffuſe an agreeable pleaſure to the whole little circle; 
and we parted in the evening, with all the external 
-fatisfaRQion of which ſeparate views and Wenden 


8 opinions can Participate. | 


1 | | 
- Bur when I had ENS" to my ber 1 Wund 


my mind was ill at eaſe; and having walked a few. 
times over the floor, in the vain hope of calming my : 


** "diſordered thoughts, I ſat down, and, in the midſt of 


© perturbation, endeavoured to take an impartial view, 

of that ſtate, which my father had either kindly or 
 officiouſly planned aut for me. I withed to diveſt my+ 
ſelf of prejudice, and all previous bias; and hoped, 


by a candid and ingenuous inveſtigation, to decide 
8 againſt myſelf, and acknowledge the error of attempt: . 


3 o ä Wirh commands which, A 
. 


* 
3 
* 


o . 
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| fays, ought to be obeyed without any previous exa- 
mination or delay. But when I remonſtrated with 
myſelf, for not immediately complying with prin- 
ciples which had been early inculcated into my mind, 
and ſubſcribing to that which I had been taught as an 
irrefragable duty, I found that both my reaſon and 
Judgement revoited at the idea, and readily offered a 

variety of arguments to prove the futility of maxims, 
the fatal tendency of which, when too implicitly re- 
lied upon, has been productive of irreparable miſ- 


chief and unſuſpected criminality. 5 5 


T n : duty which a child owes to a parent em has 
bounds, the tranſgreſſion of which on the part of a pa- 
rent may juſtify a child from the odious imputation of 
diſobedience. The mind of a parent is taught by ob- 
ſervation and experience, that a child without his in- 
ſtruction may in many important concerns of life pro- 
bably be guilty of egregious errors. Impreſſed by 
this idea, which is certainly juſt, the parent hopes, 
by ſalutary admonition, to point out the rocks upon 
which the intemperanee of youth is likely to N 
ihipwreck, and to delineate thoſe deſtructive vic 
and pernicious follies, which, like a whirlpool, en- 
velope the thonghtlefs and inconſiderate in the in- 

extricable labyrinth of perdition. Thus far it is the 
incumbent duty of the child to pay a cheerful obe- 
dience to the precepts he receives, and rapturouſly 
rely on that ſolicitude which fed, watched over, and 
Protected his infancy; and which now in the advanced 
years of maturity, anxiety, and concern, endeavours 
to lead him-with ſafety through the ſnares, the in- 
ttticacies, and the fatigues of life, But in ſo Impor-- 
tant an affair as love and marriage, where the afidc- | 2 
tions ought to be chiefly conſulted as ſole judges ii 
5 on, to force a union and requim an un- N „% 
7 „ conditional, "$50 
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. — to- ths Cm ditates of pa- 
rental authority, is certainly a ſtretch of power beyond 
that which either nature or reaſon allo. — O Ben- 


field ! it is my duty to love, to reverence, to obey 
my parent! He certainly loves me; from whence then 


does this anxiety to make me miſerable proceed ? Has 
a child no inclinations, or, having them, is he reſtrain- 
ed from indulging them even in the cauſe of virtue? 


Ought he to be merely paſſive, and moved mechari- 


cally by the external impulſes of daty and obedience ? 


Lies is but too pregnant with examples which 
militate againſt this doctrine. Marriages concluded 
without love are ſeldom productive of content. In- 


difference ſucceeds enjoyment. Coolneſs promotes 
- ſtrife, contention, and ill-nature. Separation is the 
only lenitive; but how is this ſeparation to be ob- 


tained? By a courſe of criminality and vice, Which, 
however faſhionable, and varniſhed with the ſpecious- 


- epithet of Pleaſurable Follies, is nevertheleſs to be 


_ execrated, as derogatory: to religion, and deſtructive 


af the beſt intereſts of morality. 


+ „ betwixt duty A] judgement, 1 


paſſed the night in the moſt uncomfortable manner. 
Sometimes 1 determined to comply with my father's 
commands without heſitation or remonſtrance; z but 
- INDIFFERENCE immediately occurred tomymemory,. 


With all her concomitant train of evils, and my mind 
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reyolted at the idea with horror. Again I thought of 
diſobedience, with all its attendant conſequences ; diſ- 


| - © pleaſure, forfeiture of affection, alienation, and per- 


haps a total baniſhment.—Torn with theſe diſcordant 
agitations, I threw myſelf upon my bed, but fleep 
never viſited my eyes: my thoughts were vnſettled : 
A chilly languor overwhelmed me: tho' awake, 1 We. 
an a real Nate of dull ä he cock crew 3 ; the 
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ſound pierced my ears, and once again recalled my 
ſenſes tc their proper action; my ſcattered thoughts 

zſumed a train of reaſoning, and I broke out into 
thy following ſoliloquy.— 


% Hayyer, happy, happy bird! thou enjoyeſt the 
ſweets of life, without feeling ſorrow for the paſt or 
anxiety for the future, without a conſciouſneſs of 
its corroding ſolicitudes. Inſtinct alone teaches - 
thee to prefer the good, whilſt reaſon, man's 
boaſted reaſon, is often ſo groſsly miſled, as to 
give the preference to purſuits, the completion of 
which is inevitable perdition.— Again doſt thou 
rebuke me for diſobedience? I own it is, in many 
« inſtances, a crying offence.— Happy bird! I had 
« almoſt ſaid, I envy thee. The huſbandman Who 
liſtens to thy call knows by it that the hour of ſleep + 
is gone: he riſes cheerful and exhilarated from 
his undiſturbed repoſe—purſues contentedly the 


toils of the day until the dews of evening warn 
him to his home—again he ſleeps—again than 


rouſeſt him—and. thus his even round of life rolls - 
« quietly away.” } But O! Benfield, I am weary - 
wien thee deſcription, and conclude as uſual, that 


1 am ever ' Yourss. 
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N the midi of my no kurnek reveries, FL rumblir 

of carriage - wheels attracted my attention. Look- 
1 out at my window, I perceived that the ploriogs. 
rr of day was ſeveral hours e in his 


ö 


1 


oe 
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| journey; > and while 1 meditated with ſurpriſe and 
wonder on the rapid progreſs of time, I received a 
fummons to breakfaſt, which, with my hair diſhe- 
velled and wrapped in wy rote de chambre, 1 lenny 
obeyed. | 


785 No ſooner had I entered the parlour, than the eyes 
of the whole family were fixed upon me, ſurveying 
me with mute attention. Not conſcious of any thing 
that could produce this ſurvey, I was much diſcon- 
certed ; when, after a pauſe of a few ſeconds, my 
honoured mother aſked me how I had ſlept laſt night, 
eyeing me at the ſame time with a look of mingled 


pity and __ 


. Paar, Madam, may I be ſo bold as to aſk, what 
e Induces you to aſk that queſtion ?”— | 


| «© Your appearance, Henry, ſeems to indicate 

9 4 ſleepleſs night, or an improper inattention this 

EF © '* morning to your perſon ; but if I am not miſ⸗ | 
 **© taken, the former has been your portion.” — 


ſympathetic glance—u -thrilled through my. whale 
frame — the tear ſtood ready to fall but recolle&ion 
ſuppreſſed the filial tribute, and I promiſed, with a 
© half-forced ſmile, to rectify any miſtake which might 
have ariſen from a venial N to my dreſs. 


* Sh; I _ Sug tonked wiſtfully upon me—my ſoul felt che 


. "Mr apology was readily accepted by the es; £ 
dat my father expreſſed his diſapprobation by obſerv- 
„ ing that ſuch inattention was culpable, as it obviouſly 

| - ptimared ſome diſreſpect to him, or an unpardonable 

= Jorgetfulneſs of his commands: the latter he conclud- 

ee could not poſſibly be; and therefore I was a. I 

= ary on the former charge. I 1 wien 805 . 5 : 
en againſt his e and with ; 


Ly 
E 


£ 
PE 
* 
- 
"Pa 


7 7 4 * 8. 


THE HAPPY "RETREATo 1 


BREAK Ast being finiſhed, it was next deemed 
requiſite that 1 ſhould be equipped anew; and 
readily complying with the etiquette,. I immediately 
underwent a tedious operation from a French valet, 
whom my father has long kept in his family, from a 
conception that he is more faithful, more Alert, and 
more obſequious, than any of his own countrymen. 
To the laſt accompliſhment he certainly has an un- 
doubted right; but his title to the o former will 
admit of ſome diſpute. 


Beinc thus metamorphoſed from my morning 
diſhabille, I ſtepped into the carriage with my father, 
and off we drove to the place of our deſtination, Du- 
ring our journey I received ſeveral cautionary apho- 
riſms on the duty of children towards their parents, 
and the happineſs which is the immediate and certain 
conſequence of obedience, eſpecially in matrimonial 
affairs; ſince it was perfectly conſonant to reaſon and 
experience that parents who anxiouſly preſided over 
the welfare of their children ought, from the ſuperior 
wiſdom which long experience of the world and know 
ledge of life had decidedly given them, to direct the _ + 
inconſiderate minds of youth, and upon this ſubjiect 
eſpecially to determine their choice. I did not chuſe 
to contradict my preceptor, and therefore often nod-- 
ded my aſſent to what I ſolemnly diſapproved, being 
totally abſorbed in the contemplation of my preſent” _. 
critical ſituation, and fearful left my remarks ſhonld 
embitter thoſe hours which he meant to devote to he 
rastet enjoyments of 1 . 

oer carriage ſtopped, ad: we were altered: l into 

47 5 an apartment, where we were received by Sir George 
Silvertop, his lady, and daughter, with great forma - 
lity and the moſt punctilious reſpect. I was intro- 
STE guced * to all nnen eontinu- ; 
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ance of our viſit, which was protracted to che dve- 
ning, E was very attentive to diſcover, if poſſible, the 
prevailing bias of a family with which my father was 


o ſolicitous to contract an alliance. I ſoon perceived 


Sir George to be an open, worthy, intelligent man, 
with ſtrong natural parts unimproved by education, 


and communicative of the knowledge he had ac- 


quired by travel and experience; for he had during 
ſeveral years filled ſome places of great truſt and re- 
ſponſibility in the Eaſt Indies with honour to himſelf 
and ſatisfaction to his employers, and where he ac-- 
cumulated the very opulent fortune upon which he 
had retired. I had however the mortification to ſee 
this worthy man frequently contradicted by his lady 
in the midſt of ſome narrations from which he ſeemed- 
to derive the higheſt pleaſure. Upon theſe abrupt 
interruptions he always diſcontinued his diſcourſe, and 
yielded up to Lady Silvertop the thread of the ſtory, - 
which ſhe lengthened with all the circumlocutions of 


= the moſt tedious narration. This circumſtance, with 
ſeveral other exceptionable traits of peculiarity, gave 


me no favourable opinion of her Ladyſhip's character. 
She was aſſuming without dignity, garrulous without 


communication, and contradictious even to vulgarity. 


jo preſerved an inviolable ſilence, and ſeemed - 
as if ſhe never acted, ſpoke, or even looked, except 


= IE W the directions of her mother: I therefore could 


| * not form any adequate idea either of her acquiſitions 
or underſtanding. Her dreſs was ſplendid without 
elegance, formal without neatneſs, and coſtly with- 


out being faſhionable. I have always thought that 


there is a criterion in dreſs, as in all other things, 


which ought to regulate, as much as poflible, the vo- 


taries of faſhion. Nature is an infallible guide, and 

the more you deviate from her reſtrictions, the further 
Fou 3 - from alc n nn, to de: 
8 + . 38 8 | 8 5 
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Formity. For theſe opinions I ſhall be ſeverely cen- 
fured by the faſhionable,. laughed at by the gay, and 
pitied by the polite,. as void of taſte and wanting in. 
civility. | & | 


Miss Silvertop-is far from being a regular beauty.“ 
She is tall, genteel, but ungraceful. When ſhe was 
ſpoke to, ſhe was very awkward in making a reply; 
not from diffidence, but from a certain uncouth man- 
ner, either natural or acquired, which caſt a ſhade of 
ridicule over her whole behaviour. Though of a fair 
complexion, her countenance was ſullen and forbid- 
ding; and when ſhe at laſt unlooſed her tongue, all 
her attempts at cheerfulneſs and hilarity were forced, 
conſtrained, and abortive. Theſe obſervations con- 

vince me there muſt either be a natural defect in her 
intellects, or that her education muſt have been very 
contracted and unpolite.. You will perhaps conclude- - 
that this deſcription is the reſult of prejudice ; yet I: | 
can with truth declare to you, that I have not at- 
tempted to W the picture by any variation —— 
me original. 

Dix xER being over, and a 8 galt 3 
culated, Lady Silvertop withdrew; and the old gen- 
temen, after ſome ſignificant nods had paſſed between 
them, preſently followed her example. —The diſguſt 
I had received from the peremptory commands of 
my father, was not removed by the ſpecimens I had 
ſeen of my intended bride. Although my ſituatin 
at preſent was preciſely that which I had a righe üCꝛʒ- 

expect, I had actually made no previous preparations 
for the intended interview: but, muſtering up ſome 
_ reſolution, I thought it more preferable: to enter upon 
a converſation, however nugatory, than to * 5 
| ane _ the — in a tedious f ett 


4 
i 


1 L * 
or 85 2 "ae « Fear, 


— 
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« Pray, Ma'am,” ſaid I, “which is your favourite 
60 . the modern Dramatic AUGors? py | 


* 


Sr fixed her eyes upon me, but made no reply: 


rege that he had heard my interrogation 
indiſtinctly, I repeated it again very articulately, when 
her vacant ftare and continued filence convinced me 
that my queſtion was to her totally unintelligible. 


This ſomewhat diſconcerted me, for I thought I had 


choſen a topic that was peculiarly adapted to her at- 
-tainments, and with which moſt of the young ladies I 
am acquainted with are very converſant, I made a 


ſecond attempt at a little rational confabulation by 
aſking, to which of thoſe immortal performances the 
"Paradiſe Loft c or Farad: iſe Regained ſhe gave the” pre- 
ference 4 


res. a ſerious vel of ſome ſeconds,. ſhe an- 
bwered, bo muy Sir, what are they?“ 


1 


— 75 AZEMENT Brick: me -almoſt cwreciieds es I 
reflected that a young lady of the age of twenty, with 


A fortune of bfty or fixty thouſand pounds, ſhould be- 


2 ſuch total ignorance on a ſubje& which is not 
6 even to many en at ſchool. 


3 KING of bett on a- topic of literature, 1 
ö aſked her, with a ſmile of familiarity almoſt dictated 
by contempt, what was her opinion of the new dreſſes 


exhibited on the laſt Court- day, as they were e 


. 5, Th 1 


| 1 > pe A AD Gareety daithed my -queſtion,when her coun- 


tenance brightened, and ſhe diſplayed fo intimate a 
knowledge of all the etiquette. of a Birth-day and- : 


1 


Wes:  Drawing-room ; 3 commented ſo larnedly 8 he. . 5.4 
1 * . = ey : $5 IS ner — 
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finery, flounces, and furbelows that are requiſite to 
decorate the perſons of thoſe young ladies whoſe highs 


eſt happineſs is to fgure at the Ball on that occaſion, 
that, before ſhe had concluded her elaborate remarks, 
I frequently wiſhed for the intervention of ſomething 


that might ſtop her volubility : but having got upon 


_ a favourite ſubject, ſhe demonſtrated that ſhe was as 


equal to the diſcuſſion of it, as ſhe was ignorant of the 
former topics I had offered. | 


Fixpinc her communicative in one particular, I 


| ſuppoſed ſhe might be ſo in another. On this ſuppo- 


fition, I ventured to touch upon the ſubject of our 
meeting, by obſerving, that I hoped ſhe was parti- 
cularly acquainted with the motive of my viſit, ſo as 
to make any explanation on that head 2 


* 


Snx replied, her mama had acquainted her that ſhe 


was to marry Lord Wilton's ſon ; and what her mama 
ſaid ſhe never contradicted, for ſhe was very ſure 


her mama would do nothing but what was for her 
good. „ ee 


45 


* Bur, my dear Miſs, had you no reluctance in 
“ complying with the commands of your many o 
wh marry a DOT whom you never ſaw?” 1 


Hen mama, ſhe ſaid, directed her in every ching, 
and ſhe r ſhe would never direct her wrong. 


T ayeLauyDED. her obedience, yet obſerved, that 


ſome inſtances might occur, where her duty might ſuffer 
many ſevere trials. If ſhe were commanded to marry. 
2 gentleman whom ſhe did not, or could not love, her 
Sn compliance was. entailing miſery and yoga on 


4 


. f 
. = both pe: unfortunate parties. „„ 3 and 
— ; 0 5 ” 
: 8 5 3 5 ; ; ; 3 — J 3 - . « — * ; ou I ' » w Fa . 
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9 Sas confeſſed chat objection had never once 0c- 
curred to her; but ſhe confided im her mama's pru- 
dence, who would take care to provide a huſband for 
her, whom if ſhe did not love, yet ſhe would marry,, 
to pleaſe her mama. 

Tuis irkſome and unintereſting converſation was 

interrupted by the entrance of Lord Wilton with Sir 

George and Lady Silvertop ; and after a ſhort inter- 
yal, the carriage appeared at the door. I had ſcarce 
taken my ſeat, when my father aſked me, in a very 

ſerious accent, what progreſs I had malle with the 


5 young lady ? 


* No 3 is neceſſary, my Lord, as the young: 
2 N is all obedience to the commands of her 
% mama.“ | 
* A NnoBL precedent, a noble precedent!” ex- 
= <Flaimed my Lord with much vehemence. I hope, 
_. 1 this young lady's obedience will teach you 
& your daty, and learn you. not to receive with a 
4 ſullen obſtinacy the commands of a father, who has 
4 an abſolute authority to impoſe any conditions upon 
a ſon, let him eds never fo refractory or contuma- 
- 64 cious. 3 © 


11 MADE no reply to this arbitrary determination; 
though I ſaw a reply was expected; for I was afraid, if 
I fpoke my real ſentiments on this occaſion, I ſhould, 
- - Inſtead of conciliating, Py irritate a PIO which 
was 1 too e rant | 


- Hs ed: 4 1 perceive your diſcontent; * 
marriage will ſoon diffipate your chagrin; and if 
you do not meet with real happineſs, Tor Will at 5 
= leaſt be ſure of ä 0 | ODS: 
e ct A 
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Tus carriage ſtopped— I was releaſed, and I Will. 


eat you from reading any further at * 


Ia Kc. ; 


Betts 


LETTER IV. 
FROM THE SAMB TO THE SAME. 
e night paſſed with little more relaxation from 


deſpondeney than the former. Reflecting and 
debating with myſelf on the propriety or impropriety 


of not conforming to my father's magiſterial com- 


mands, and on the probability or improbability of 
ever enjoying the leaſt gleam of happineſs or contem 
from this prajected union with a wealthy ideot, I de- 
termined that it was an utter impoſſibility; our pur- 
ſuits, our education, our tempers being ſo diſcordant 


and incompatible. I then reflected on the conſe 
quence of my final refuſal ; 3 but this was an event f 


which I durſt not take. a ſerious. furvey.. It ſeemed: 
to me a dreadful precipice, on which I was already: 
elevated, and from which one haſty ſtep might pre- 
eipitate me, never more to riſe, In the perplexity 
of this contemplation, I involuntarily exclaimed,. 


O man, how inconſiſtent, how fallible are all thy 
„ decrees! Opinion rules thee, and opinion der 
* ceives thee} Experience, that ſage inſtructreſs, ; 


«.tho” ever preſent to-gpide thee in thy wanderings.. 
and proteq thee from misfortunes, is ever treated as 
an alien, and her inſtructive leſſons diſregarded?* 


Strange mfatuation !, Strange, yet true? 


x Soo: entering the: breakfalt-rooms and; eib 
5 er of. 8 * conſiſted of my e 


IE q 
; 3 3 parents. | 
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parents and my two amiable ſiſters, I. thought I 
perceived ſomething on the countenances- of all 
which ſeemed to labour for parturition, My father 
ſpoke with ſullenneſs and authority; my mother an- 
ſwered with unaccuſtomed gravity and diſtant reſpect ; 
my ſiſters replied now and then with a faultering 
. timidity, which obvioufly manifeſted ſome harſh re- 
ſtraint upon thoſe diſpoſitions which were ever lively, 
cheerful, and communicative. I had not ſitten many 
minutes before a total ſilence enſued; and J per- 
ceived that their looks were attentively fixed upon 
me. I fat almoſt motionleſs, with my eyes caſt 
towards the ground, and muſt have betrayed many 
fymptoms of the confuſion J felt; for, upon a retro- 
ſpect of my manner at this inſtant, I cannot recolle& 
one circumſtance but what beſpeaks the moſt ridicu- 
Tous errors of an abſent and enen mind. 


Wi rn an amiable wiſh to relieve; my diſtreſs, my 

afſeQtionate mother addreſſed me in a tone of ſoft ſen- 
Ability: My dear Henry, I am afraid the air of 
* your native country, after ſo long an abſence in 
the warmer regions of France and Italy, affects 
«your health; Tow ſeem to FOO IPRS this morn- 
| 3 . 25 


FS Tur found of — voice difpelled n. my reverie; ; og? 


= replied; that though the climates of France and 


Tay were more mild and temperate than that: of. Eng- 
; land, yet, as a native of the latter, I felt no hefitation 
An giving it the preference, as better: ſuited. to the 


3 . conſtitution of an Engliſhman, unleſs debilitated by 
5 intemperance, chan all the warmer * 1 _ 
1 Sn Vibe. 8 | | 


8 
* _ 
- * 
- £4 
1 Py 


1 Pa ar, Henry,” id my ſiſter Antongly: 1 e, 
* air r of nd * better ſuited than: 8 5 
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PAC exclaimed my father fternly:; * this 
er is not an hour to trifle - we have other buſineſs, 
« that muſt not only be diſcuſſed but concluded, 
«« before I can allow of ſuch fond nothings to be re- 
* peated in my hearing.” | 


Tunis dogmatical declaration was received with the SD 
moſt profound awe and ſilence. I ſaw the anxiety of 
her whom I deemed an, injured parent—her feelings 

began to work ; ſhe heaved a heavy figh; and caſting 
a tender look of affection firſt upon me, and then upon 
my ſiſters, roſe from her chair. She made a feint ts 
leave the room, but, upon recollection, walked a few 
times acroſs the floor, and again ſat down, My ſiſters 
looked upon one another, then upon their mother, 
with all the anxiety. of ſuſpence, and ſeemed with 


room. 
C To attempt a Adden of my own thoughts or 
feelings at this critical juncture, would be abſurd, as 
nothing but tumultuous and disjointed ideas preſented 
themſelves to my diſtracted imagination - diſtracted 
not between hope and fear, for hope I had none, 
being too well acquainted with the inflexibility of my 
father's temper, when prompted by either intereſt or 
ambition, to ſuppoſe that I could extricate myſelf.out 
of the labyrinth in which authority had involved me 
Tear was therefore predominant: I dreaded the 
fatal moment, when he ſhould require my aſſent to a 
union which I utterly deteſted ; a union rendered more 
diſguſting by the arbitrary manner in which my con- 
ſent was demanded ; ſternly, . as 1 ones 2 + 
_ demanded. ay | Ss 
= . l 587 0 
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their looks to aſs for permiſſion to retire. But this 5 
permiſſion not being ſignified, hey: continued in wag 
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Taz moment, the dreadful moment eame—T trem- 


ble at the recital. Henry,” ſaid my father, « you 
e have ſeen, you have converſed with Miſs-Silvercop ; 


'<« you were purpoſely left alone with her yeſterday, 
ce and while Sir George and I were finally conclud- 
<6 ing the agreement to our mutual ſatisfaction, I 


e hope you had the reſolution to acquaint the young 


e lady with the motive of your viſit, and your ready 


. 


N ** acquieſcence with our determination, PL 


« May I hope, my Lord,” replied " 4 that the 
ac union between Miſs Silvertop and me is not finally 


% agreed upon, as 1 hure N obſtacles 
9 2 


. IN Su; MOUNTABLE obſtacles!“ returned he; 


4 anſwer me this inſtant, and without duplicity, Are 
„ yon married? .Hath ſome foreign virago cozencd 
, you of your liberty, of your affection, of your per- 


e . on? — But I will take ſach a precaution that ſlie 


* all not cozen 7 of you eſtate. Anſwer na E 


"oY Soc apart 


r « Urox my Honour, 1 am not married.” 


TO 


© hog © An on pre-engaged ? pm 


eue 14 not.” | 


#- 
- . 3 


0 A vou in re with fome other lady? 2 2 


fa. * % 


_—_ Nor in the lea wy Lord . 


— | C422 


bees you are not married, nor ed nor in loye 
with any lady, and yet demur to accept. of Miß 


ty Silvertop with ſo ample a fortune, your ey | 
- 8. Seems to to me to be enwrapt-in ambiguity. a theres 
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fore requeſt an explanation, in order that your in- 


«« ſurmountable obſtacles may appear with ſome de- 
gree of plauſibility, and your oppoſition to my will 


may be ſupported by arguments which are cogent 


4 and concluſive.“ 0 


* 


« My Lord, your knowledge of men and things, 


your reſearches into the human mind, muſt lon, 

before this have convinced you, thar all reſtrictions 
upon the inclinations are nugatory and inefficacious. 
The will hath a certain prerogative, in the exerciſe 
of which it admits of no compulſory methods to 


corrode its happineſs. It thinks, it acts with ſpon- 


taneity; and when oppoſed, ſuffers a diminution of 
its pleaſure, To think and to act with freedom, 
conſtitute one of the chief privileges of human life, 
when thoſe thoughts and actions originate from 
the pure ſource of uncontaminated religion and 
morality.” | 


« HENRY, I aſked you for your obſtacles; you faid 
you had inſurmountable ones to your marriage 
with Miſs Silvertop; and you have given me a 


diſſertation on the prerogative of the human mind, 4 
This is no place to exerciſe your logical powers; 
you mult give me an explicit reaſon, a. definitive 


cauſe, why you object to this honourable union, 
that I may know henceforward how to poo i 
Nerd towards you. Speak---demur not!“ 


—_ 


*f 


on Wirk. all deferenee to you as my parept who 
gave.me life, with.all ſubmiſſion to. yau as my elder 
in years, I beg and intreat you not to attempt to 
. compel me to give my hand where I cannot be- 
55 4 flow my heart. Inſuperable barriers. prevent our 
5 EE *. She has been educate in vulgarity, 

* . 3 


Panne 


4 rr BENIAL; OR, 
« trained up in the moſt abject ſervility, 8 not 
10 to have a an idea 828 her toilet, and — 


4 Ho D, S, not one ſyllable more o abuſe. Your 
< refined notions of politeneſs, etiquette, education, 
s and courteſy, have led your underſtanding aſtray ; 
% and I muſt inform you, that a fortune of fifty thou- 
« ſand pounds is more than a balance for the whole 
« of them. I will hear no more of your equivo- 
« cations, but inſiſt this inſtant on a poſitive accept - 
<E- ance or refuſal 3. take heed, and beware of a,de- 
1 nial. 1 i 
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H Ge this with 10 furious a tone, and in ſo 
ert a manner, while he was riſing from his chair, 
mmi it wholly diſcompoſed and intimidated me, I 
caſt a look of commiſeration upon my honoured 
mother — ſhe was ſitting like a ſtatue, pale and mo- 
tdionleſs. I roſe from my ſeat, and, dropping upon 
m knees beforg her, conjured her to aſſiſt me in this 
Np diſtreſs: * Speak, Madam, ſpeak to my Lord, and 
IR. endeavour. to alleviate this prefling misfortune.” 
_ My heart was full—my grief ſtopt farther utterance 

my boſom ſwelled with ſorfow—at length my. tears 
began to flow, and Lexperienced ſome relief, Caſt- 
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ing up my eyes, I ſaw my loving parent in a ſympa- 
= thetic flow I roſe to apologize for my weakneſs, and 
adminiſter conſolation—I graſped her hand While ſhe 
= wiped-away the tears from my pallid cheeks. 
g © Sat trembled; then, with 2 faint wad ae 


— 


— = 5 We, fad, = * ay 1 preſumes, my Lord,— 
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My ſiſters left the room, and, though commanded 
to return, I ſaw them no more. . 


LS. * 


Tuts difobedience added vehemence to his irrita- ö 


bility, and he demanded my immediate determination. 


In E51TATED—he inſiſted. 


„ Mx honoured. Faber, Grgbis your 0245 bon in 
« this inſtance, where bis inclination cannot coincide 
* his duty. 5 18 208 WE. 


8 74M the laſt time,” | cried: he, FE: thi you n ſhalt 
<« have it ih. your power to oppeſe my Will. My 
« will is, and ſhall be, an irreverſible law to you. 
% And here I ſolemnly forſwear my affinity to thee; 
« I-reje& and caſt thee off, as an alien to my blood. 
« May'ſt thou be an unceaſing wanderer upon the 
e face of the earth! May that earth refuſe to ſatisfy" 
„ thy hunger with the fruits it produces! and (b 
* ing upon his knees) may the 8 Goc 
" Heaven and Earth" Wh 15 25 


—— 
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17 a tee ad Abe Wette n motion, 
flew to the door, reſolving not to hear the awful con- 
cluſion of his eurſe. I fled, and ſtopped not until ex- 
hauſted nature ſunk with fatigue. I threw myſelf 
upon the graſs, and after a few ineffeQual moans on 
my hapleſs and forlorn condition, a kind en clofed 
wed Ayes, 154 1 funk into W e 5 
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RON THE SAME TO THE SAME, 


TOW A I continued in this ſtate - inſenſibility 
I cannot at preſent recollect; but this I can 
aſſure you, that I never ſlept under on a bed of 


don than I did with the cold graſs for my pillow, | 


and the wide 6300PY of Heaven my nd covering. 


I am now 8 8 from okflreation aud ex, 


exience, that the real wants of man are very few, 


and thoſe few ſoon ſupplied. Imaginary wants are 


innumerable, and poſſeſſion, inſtead of ſatiating, only 


gives a Freſh ſtimulus to the inclination. All that 


- melancholy, uneafineſs, and languor, ſo incident to a 


: 1 happineſs. 5 


© degree or in the extreme of the failings upon which 
woe animadveſs. Whiltt the paſſions agitate the mind 
With ſuch a variety of impulſes, the ſame inconfif- . 


life of inactivity, ſpring from this ſource. Enjoy- 


ment, from continual poſſeſſion, loſes all its pleaſure ; ; 
hope: is. annihilated ; and. without 8555 Vers 15 no 


* 


0 Brnrizrp! what is man! jy various, fo in- 


| eue this hour purſuing, with admiration 
aud delight, what the next he ſhuns with the indig- 
want glance of hatred and diſguſt, The feelings of 
. averſion Pals away; the {ame ſcene-is again purſued, 
Again enjoyed, and again / undergoes the ſame 
_ ſerutiny and condemnation. This ſtrange verſatility 


of the human ſpecies calls for reprehenſion 3 yetwho 
ſhall be the cenſor, ſince we all participate in the 


e the ſam 9 of . will 8 0 
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fantly recur to obſervation; and yet, deftroy th 
2 "a 25 you deſtroy all pleaſures. 


Ae I apologize for this dioreſfion ? ? I hope my 

friend will peruſe with an eye of candour, whatever 

flips of a ſimilar nature may have fallen from my pen 
in the relation of this anintereſing narrative. | 


'L was aden by a rumbling noiſe, hdd ſeemed 
to be at no great diſtance, but of which, at firſt, I 
could form no diſtinct perception. I ſuppoſed it 
came nearer.— aroſe, and, looking around with 
eagerneſs, I perceived a carriage that was driving 
with great impetuoſity down a declivity towards the 
place where I ſtood. Upon its coming nearer, I diſ- 
covered it to be the poſt- coach, and calling to the 
driver, aſk2d him if he had any room. On his an- 
fwering in the/ affirmative, I took my ſeat, quite care- 
leſs of my deſtination, and alighted but once from 
the vehicle until we arrived at Morpeth,a little borough 
in the county of-Northumberland. Finding myſelf 
much fatigued; my ſpirits jaded, my mind difcom= 2? 
poſed, I refolved to go no farther ; and diſcharging 
the account of my conveyance, I took up my lodging 
at the inn, where I met with accommodation, ente- 
tainment, and civility, far beyond my expectation. 1 
Wiſhing” to be alone, I was kindly indulged in m 
wiſh, without once ſuffering from the -intrufive rude- 
neſs of the waiter, or the more offenſive petulance of 
the landlord, I began to ruminate; but nature 
Bikes to repoſe; and 1 indulged her. e 


2 1 


A "As the morning, ging myſelf 3 much hea 1 Fo = | 
naked along the banks of the river Wanſbeck, „ 
— — in my mind the perplexed uncertainty of my + 

preſent ſituation, the diſappointment of one part, he 5 
ontent and diftreſs of the ur 3 oh che u un 5 
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wiolent to me only in this inſtance, I was not even 
permitted to try whether my duty or inclination 
would preponde rate. This firſt act of contumacy 


SY + - ET? 
Fr * 


bappy family at Wilton Park, rendered unhappy and 
diſtreſſed by my conduct, which, if reprehenfible for 
diſobedience, I was not allowed time to rectify. 
"Puſhed on by the violent impetuoſity of my father, 


ought not to have been conſidered unpardonable. 
1 aſtead of thoſe endearments, thoſe affectionate greet- 
Angs on the ſafe return of an abſent ſon, what was my 
reception? Authoritative commands, againſt which 


I was not permitted. to expoſtulate, and my acquieſ- 


£ence in which would, in all probability, have involv- 
ed me in endlefs miſery and wretchedneſs. The dear- 


eſt and moſt tender df her ſex was not allowed to re- 


)wonſtrate in my behalf. I feel— yes, I feel her 


pangs— I know her ſenſibility; but to whom ſhall 


ſhe complain? My ſiſters, companions of my in- 
or again we are ſeparated! But when will the 
ation end? Alas! the thought is ominous — it 


| may be a long, long time, —O, my friend, may you 


never experience the ſorrow which now wells my 


eddi breaſt! 7 5 .. ß bo. 


Ta morning was 7 che air 8854 the fendiy: 


pleaſing and romantic. The little ſongſters of the 


woods were: warbling on every buſh; their wild me- 
lody was ſweet, Joothing, and. agreeable - Len eme 
ſenfations ef pleaſure, by an attention to the irregular. ; 


but beautiful appearance of the ſyrrounding ſcenery ; 


and found ſome little relaxation of ſortow by liſtening; 
to the untaught, yet harmonious ſymphony of the 
goes. To indulge : my diſpoſition, I gradually aſ- 
=<ended a grafly eminence, from which I enjoyed .} 


beautiful proſpect, that comprehended ſeveral miles 

ol the country all around me. The moſt prominent 

133 n was 1 5 ruins of an old = 8 
* 
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| which ſoewed to be mouldering very ſaſt beneath the 
ruthleſs touch of time. The river Waatbeck rolled 
its little ſtream beneath my feet; the rocks roſe in a 
grand irregular manner to a ſtupendous height, as far 
as the eye could ftretch, covered with trees and un- 
derwood, whoſe Rage formed a {cene of the mot en- 
livening green. The little hamlets that were ſcat- 
tered over the face of the country, the cattle feeding 
in rich incloſures, the diſtant ſong of the chearful 
huſbandman, contributed to raiſe my envy of the calm, 
the placid, the inoffenſive pleaſures of a rural life; 
Which may be envied, but never experienced among 
the elevated ſcenes of pomp, magnificence and grau- 
deur: eee ppt Fur wmp, | 
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Pisse with the general appearance « of the coun- 
try, I inſtantly formed the reſolution of taking up my 
reſidence in the neighbourhood, and patiently waiting 
the occurrence of ſome fortunate incident which might 

reſtore me to my father, to my family, and my friends. 
I eſpied at a little diſtance a farm-houſe: it was ſmall, 
but neat; and while I was approaching, I obſerved + 
flirſt one and then another of the family come to the 
door, who, when they faw me walking directly towards 
it, immediately ran in with ſome precipitation. 1 
rapped, and inftantly heard a good deal of buſtle and 
ſhuffling within, when, after a pauſe of a few minutes, 
a woman rather advanced in years came to the door. 
L aſked for the maſter of the houſe. She deſired me 
to walk i in, and e wyn into a little room furniſned 
with all imaginable neatneſs and ſimplicity. The. 
Window and chimney-piece were ornamented with - 
_ roſes, pinks, woodbines, and other flowers, which 
ditfuſed a moſt delightful fragrance; and while I was 
2 e the beauty of theſe {imple decorations, 
de maſter of the little manſion entered the room. * 
: wp ng round, he bowed, and . me to be 


Le eſe 
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l I immediately acquainted him with the mo⸗ 
- tive of my viſit, and expreſſed a wiſh to become one 
ok his family, if he could accommodate. me with a 
ſingle room; aſſuring him, that whenever he wiſhed 

I ſhould remove, his ſingle intimation ſhould be my 
diſcharge ;—he might name his own terms. He de- 
murred, and ſeemed at a loſs how to determine. I 
alked him, if one guinea a week was equivalent to 
his wiſh. He replied, he thought it more than ſuf- 
ficient. This buſineſs being ſettled, I became a re- 
fident in a rural and ſequeſtered ſituation on the banks 

of the Wanlbeck, at a little "allege cane ihe 

_ | 

1 SOLEMNLY enjoin you f not to diſcover the place 

of my retreat, not even to my filter Antonet. Let 
not your affection for the daughter betray the confi- 
„dlential ſecret of the brother; a ſecret, that probably 
=. - way be prejadicial to my future happineſs, Ora means 
=. 0 augment it. All events are in the womb of futu- 
1 Tips bat while Hoes, that pleaſing ſeraph, is gra- 
b imptanted i in the breaſt of trail humanity, we 

; Hear ur misfortunes with fortitude, and patiently 
Wait for a change to better times. This is a plea- 
fore which is too often delufive, And cheats us in the 
moment of fruition. Vet Diſappointment muſt con- 
8 ſeſs, that Expectation has frequi! enabled tae un- 

__ fortunate to bear with bann dne cum bent preſ- 
"ſure of inveterate evils. They 8 -wilhed for hour of 
8 retribution er raped at—Hap- 
pPineſs is not to be found; ſhe” eMPorates as the maſt 
of the morning, and n is able to trace the airy 
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tude and ſilence 
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LET THE VE. 


FROM, THE SAME Te THE SAME. 


 RDENTFLY deſiring to view the rural beauties 

of this ſequeſtered ſpot, I rambled the next day 

into the ſields, and walked I knew not whither, My 
mind was more at eaſe than it had been for ſeveral 
days before, and I found myſelf capable of participa- 


ting of the real pleaſures which a variety of engaging. 


objects conſtantly preſented to my mind. The fields 
were covered with an agreeable verdure; the fragrant - 
primroſe and the modeſt cowſlip preſented themſelves 
at every ſtep, The daiſy, variegated with different 
hues, enamelled/ with its native beauties the ridge of 
every paſture. | The Spring was in its glory. The 


trees were unfolding their fragrant buds, which ſhort- 


ly would ſpread a foliage, cooling, ſhadowy, and grate- 


ful, from the enſuing heats of Summer. The haw-< - 


thorn was juſt burſting into bloom; its freſhneſs was 
cheering, its fragrance delightful, I was in a cons 
templative mood bordering apon melancholy, and a 
thouſand beauties beamed from the forrounding ob- 
jects, which I never before had noticed. There is a 
certain agreeah gleaſure reſulting from the gl 
of a gentle ſo and the more it is indulged the 
more it encreaſes, iMigorates, and perſuades.” Soli- 


bt congenial to its impreſſions 5 


it ſeeks the ſhades kf the one, the ſtillneſs of the other, 


Ly popes with IO over the ſweet indulgence. 


. 


8 ah morning” s excurſion 1 frayed fois miles 


| from my home, and in my return I entered the park - 


ol dir Robert Bertram, where ſtood che rains of the” 
Pcs 1 * C 15 OO nr gr 
EM 


eminence; wheth 
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old caſtle 1 lately . T HY not an anti- 
varian, I felt a ſudden impulſe to enter and view the 
remains which had eſcaped. the ravages of mordacious 
Time. The ſcite w ſtrong, being built upon an 
Fatural or artificial, I cannot de- 
termine. It had once been ſurrounded by a moat of 
great depth, and was deemed impregnable. Bur, 
alas ! What are all the boaſted works of man! Thoſe 
walls, once raiſed by the .utmoſt efforts of human 
arty are pow tumbling in ponderous maſſes from their 
elevation, and rolling down- the precipice with a 
craſhing. impetuoſity, 'The mighty maſſes: that lie 
ſcattered up and down the inner area, the tottering 
condition of the walls that are ſtanding, the pilfering 
hands of the ſacrilegious peaſant, the winding roots 
of ſome antient aſhes which are ſlowly ' undermining 
the foundation, demonſtrate the approachivg ruin, 
the total deſtruction of this venerable and he 


+: oy 1 
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War LE 4 was comewplating the variety 6 if objets 


TRE po ED me, and little attentive to any thing at a dif- 
diane, I was rouſed from my meditation by the found 
a female voice, which ſeemed to be at no great 
>  diftance....I looked round, and perceived a gentleman 
* and two ladies walking with a flow pace towards me. 


I inclined to walk ſome other way; but from a con- 


5 : . 3 : ſciouſneſs of the unpropriety of ſuch a proceeding, I 


continued in my original ſituatiofl They advanced 
l moved my hat, and made "IR 8 
: 5 88 it, and topped, a 


"Tax. gentleman addreſſed. me: 1 perceive, „ % 
+ « you are taking a view of the ſolitary remains of this 
s antient caftle ; there e is little when to Excite ende a 
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5 « I conceive much more pleaſure, Sir, in viewing 
e this building i in ruins, than if it had been landing 
60 complete i in all its antient mne and ſtreogyh-* 


* 


„ Pray, Sir, may 1 preſume to aſk the reaſon 
« why?” red the gentleman. . 
« Tas ruins of this caſtle, Sir, e the 

& ſtability of the government, the progreſs of civi- 

« lization, the ſecurity of property, and the ſafety of 
« the ſubject. The original cauſe of all thoſe erec- 

&« tions was the direct reverſe of what I have enu- 
« merated. Since the cauſe is deſtroyed, by an equal 

«, balance of power between the governors and the 
„ governed, theſe caſtles, the baneful effects of the 
„ feudal ſyſtem, are daily mouldering away under 

« the cold frown of merited neglect.“ os 


Taz elder of the ladies replied, 1 think myſelf : 
very fortunate in meeting here with ſo able an ad- 
& yocate for the demolition ver theſe old walls. I have 
« repeatedly folicited Sir Robert to pull them totally. 
« down, and cultivate the land, which would then be 
« productive of ſome good ; but while it remains in 
*© this condition, it 1 denne, 20 + FE 
5 e attention.“ . 8 


Tas young lady 3 my reply be EYE. | 
ing, that ſhe could never bring her mind to coincide N 
in the opinions of Lady Bertram, for that he hack 


always admired and Felt a ge” of e Is 


for the RruQures of : mal e 
40 * i reverence tha SS Lady: 

2 Bertram, either antient or modern, but What is 
ME, '*-uſeful ; and pray what uſe can thole pid walls be. 

== {ng to, my . Olivia??ͤ- 
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„% Fvgry remnant of antiquity,” replied Olivia, - 
js of ſterling value. Though I view it not with 
the fooliſh veneration or the minute inſpection of 
«a virtuoſo, who more frequently values it for its 

“ ruſty tinge, than for its real utility; 3 yet the man- 
«© ners, the cuſtoms, the hiſtory of our anceſtors, are 
t often more fully elucidated by theſe antient re- 
* mains, than by any written evidence or. mutilated 
& record. Theſe remains ſpeak with impartiality ; 

l «they are frequently demonſtrative proofs of the 

= « prejudices of the hiſtorian, and the 1 ETIny of 

= - « the intereſted individual,” _ | 
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| 7 «TP HESE Eng” Oe Sir Robert, I 
4 ſuppoſe will be coneluſtwe with you, my Lady . 


= « Ir they are : concluſive,” ' rejoined Lady Bertram, 
« they are not convincing. There is ſuch a coinci- 
«dence of opinion between you two, in matters re- 
7 « lating to your antiquated notions, that Wee I 
8 . — am e, I am not yet Coby inzed.” ©; tate 
3 IR py Bertram 0b me a e Olivia 10 
5 "the ſame, Sir Robort made a reſpectfal bow, and bs 
. FRY were wala Ren me, ry brd 
"fixed to the identical ſpot where they left me, without 
A inclination | to quit it. Before they had gone 
many yards, I turned round by a ſudden involuntary 
motion to look after them. At the ſame inſtant 
Olivia looked back; and perceiving me in ſuch an 
Attitude, ſhe quickly turned away, as conſcious of 
ſomething erroneous in her conduct. I felt an un- 
uſual emotion, proceeding, J conclude, from a con- : 
_ yietion of the impertinence of this curioſity... Ira- 
| IF A nent it ny 18, and ought: to: 5 re reſſed, from 
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| A principle of civility and true politeneſs. What mo- 


tive can prompt any perſon to turn about and look 


after another, except to indulge ſome inquiſitive hu- 


mour, which ſhould be repreſſed in the firſt impulſe, 


and not indulged to the confuſion of eee or 


the embarraſſment of innocence. 


Havino frequently, prior to this incident, con- 
demned myſelf for it, I now felt the force of my 


own condemnation with ſo much ſeverity, that I 


_ walked off inſtantaneouſly, covered with the warmeſt 


ſuſtuſions of ſhame and diſorder. | | 
I am, &. 


LETTER VII. 
FROM MR. BENFIELD TO THE HON, MR WILTON«- 


| 


DEAR SIR, 4 


7 OU have minutely informed me of the part=- 
culars of an unfortunate affair, which has» 


thrown your family i into the utmoſt diſtract on. I Was 
partly apprized of the buſineſs previoully to your 


information; but as I had oaly heard detached: * 


hints and obſcure inſinuations, I ſuſpended my de- 


termination on the propriety or impropriety ef the 


conduct of my friend, until I had a complete repre- 


fentation ot the caſe ; fully confident, from a long 


” 


attachment and unſuſpeting friendhip, that you \ 
would not act from a momentary impulſe, or the itte 
Fl of tumultuary paſſion, in an occurrence of 


ſo great importance, to the diſhonour of Io pe. 5 
me ien of your family. ; He. 


3 
* - 


=. 


Vous fa: her was too peremptory, cyt the PA ” 


„„ OT” bo * 555 


W ng to hear your apo. ogy⸗ yet. ___ a5 an 855 
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"6 e ſon whoſe conduct had hitherto been irre- 

| -proachable, he ought not to have attempted to pit 
Jo ſevere a reſtraint upon your inclination, as not to 

allow you a denial in your choice, even before an in- 

terview with the lady. Such a proceeding is harſh, 

if not reprehenſible: and, view it with all the le- 

nity imaginable, ſober prudence muſt condemn it, as 

the erch of wild authority. 185 | 


o wil ron! a retroſpect of paſt deys creates a 
ſweet, yet melancholy pleaſure. In thoſe happy 
days of infancy, what little artleſs paſtimes engaged 

our attention! what witleſs projects were concerted 

for our future happineſs ! The ſun roſe to ſmile upon 

our pleaſures, and ſet to gild our ſimple projects. 
Unwarped by the cares, the ſolicitudes of life, we 

lived in a continued ſcene of unruffled delight. Young, 

healthy and inconſiderate, time rolled away unheeded 

and unthought-of. A conftant attendance on the du- 
zes of the ſchool, the greateſt puniſhment to many a 

= youthful mind, was rendered not only agreeable, but 
_ delightful, from a reciprocal emulation; the faireſt 
paſſion that can agitate the breaſt of a ration being. 
Thoſe diverſions which are ever purſued with avidity, 
2 I were purſued by mutual agreement, enjoyed by con- 
* cert, and concluded by mutual conſent,, How then 
- did we figh, and look forward to maturity, when all 
ie fantaſtic notions were to be realized; when 
4 * Mares were only wiſhed for to be enjoyed; when 
Fr e ſep to manhood was to exalt us, and termi- 
* * in our final aggrandizement, Where envy might 
. Inveigh, but where care and anxiety ſhould never 
find an entrance ! Vain ſurmiſe ! and perfectly wor- 
== 5 thoſe infantine imaginations Which N 7 


"REL 3 Neck of (EAA "= . 
Wy 3 * now taught me, from the 
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"ſuggeſtions of my own mind, from my commerce with 
the world, that happineſs unallayed is not an ingre- 
dient in the cup of life. What a multiplicity of in- 
cidents, trivial, futile, and nugatory, is conſtantly 
attendant on the actions of man, to thwart his projects, 

embarraſs his purſuits, and embitter his content ! 
Single, and detached from their ſubjects, they are 
contemptible; but when combined, they are formi- 
dable and awful. The ſuſceptibility of ſome minds 
receives every unfavourable impreſſion with ſuch ag- 
gravating circumſtances, that it agitates their whole 
frame, corrodes the heart to its very core, and ren- 
ders them fretfal, uneaſy, miſerable and wretched, 


under incidents which inſenſibility, or a philoſophic 8 


turn of thought, would ſeriouſly paſs over unnoticed, 
ot view with the coldneſs of contempt. This has 
made me conclude, that the peaſant in the cottage 
enjoys more ſincere happineſs than all the appendages 


of opulence can beflow. His labour procures a com 
petence, his temperance enſures health. The d ay & 


VAN. 


paſſes without care, he ſleeps in peace, and to- mor- 
row brings no anxiety. Happy, thrice happy man 
live thus and enjoy thy little! Affluence may eevy- 
but it cannot deprive thee of thoſe ſweets, which in- 
yy JE and ſobriety enſures. „ 
8 5 
| T HESE reflections you have mand caught oh me, 5 
the moral and philoſophic turn which pervades your 
epiſtles. Sentiments like yours are never loſt, NS. + 
on the thoughtleſs devotee or inſenſible libertine, who 
regard every precept which is repugnant to their in- 
dligeſted opinions, as the tart effaſion of an ill-wmed 
e, or the illiberality of an ane bias. 7 
"TmexTIONED, in the beans of 8 
_ citraction into which your family Was thaownby 
as ſadden and unexpected departure. You , 
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be curious to know how I came to the knowledge of 
It, as you: well know that I have, for ſome time been 
an unwelcome viſitant to ſome part of the family. 
Nor to keep you in ſuſpence, I will tell you how ; 
and the incloſed from your ſiſter, with mine in anſwer, 


will unravel the myſtery. 
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Taz day after you paſſed Benfield-Houſe i in the 
rel. coach, when you had ſcarce time to inform me 
von . with the utmoſt integrity and diſpatch, 
acquaint me with the real cauſe of your departure and 

ace of reſidence, a ſervant of your father's came 

with a letter directed to me. I no ſooner ſaw the ſu- 
perſcription than I knew from whoſe hand it came 
my dear Antonet's ! I had ſome ſuſpicion of the 
contents, and that ſuſpicion was verified upon the 
peruſal. Another ſubject would have been more con- 
ſonant to my wiſhes, but from your friendſhip I yet 
: W for a happy concluſion to this tedious and vnfor- 
1 tunate attachment. | ; 


Jam, & c. 
C 
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FROM THE MEM M1SS WILTON pens BEXPIELD, 
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1 Þ the OP nad of my aMicea parents, 

EE T write to you, earneftly entreating u if you: 

_ "have any kgowledge of the ſubject of our enquiries, f 

1 that you will anſwer them without delay or equivoca- 

tion. My dear brother hath left Wilton Park—yes, 
left it witzout the leaſt intimation, or apprizing any 
obe of his intention. He has now been abſent two. 
* to the W 225 of the whole 9 1 
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whoſe diligent ſearches and anxious enquiries in the 
neighbourhood have terminated in fruitleſs deſpair,. 
and confirmed our firſt ſuſpicions, that he is gone with 
a full determination to bid a final adieu to his native 
country. This unhappy reſolution, though puſhed 
immaturely on to it, hath raiſed our fears that he hath 
contracted ſome improper union in his long abſence, 
diſparaging to his accuſtomed prudence, and deroga- 
tory to the honour of his family. From the early 
friendihip and unceaſing attachment which have lon 
dignified ycu and my brother with the honourable ap- 
pellation of Friends; from your well- known corfe- 
ſpondence during his abſence, and many other inct- 
dental circumſtances, we have conceived fome faint 
hopes, that you may be capable of confirming or, dif- 
perfing our fears. relative to any previous legal or 
illegal matrimonial engagement, which may tave 
given him a diſguſt to his native country, and weaned. 
his affections from his own family. | 
| . this impreflion, will you be ſo ingenuous 
as to inform me, Whether, i in the courſe of your cor- 
reſpondence, he ever made an explicit confeſſion, or 
dropped a hint of any ſuch connexion? Have you 
been able, from the peruſal of his confidential letters 

during his ſeven years abſence, to draw a concluſion 

that any ſuch attachment influences his mind? An un- 

guarded expreſſion to an inquiſitive obſerver fre- 
quently betrays the cloſeſt ſecrets of the heart. But 
whether you have made any ſuch diſeovery or not, do 
you know the place of his preſent retreat? What- 
ever you know of this unhappy circumſtance,” do not 

heſitate, but divulge it, to alleviate the diftreſs of a 

928 80 rendered * but too wretened. | 


* 


| Sous time ago, you were pries of the nnion | 
sf was projected by my father between the — | 
A Ak. SLES 0. Fe 


of gir George Silvertop and our's. This was com- 


in the few letters which we received "IM him previous 


— 


cel ber ane 
10 be ſeated. 


3 yo brother?“ 
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10 


municated to my brother while abroad; and though 


to his arrival, he did not expreſs a tacit acquieſcence, 
neither was his diſapprobation fo apparent, but that 
my father conceived the moſt ardent hopes of bring- 
ing this buſineſs to a fortunate iſſue. The event has 
proved as I expected; and what you have more than 
once expreſſed to me, now brings to my recollection 
your ſuggeſtions of my brother's abſolute refuſal, I 
hope you will lay no claim to the pretenſions of pro- 
phecy, and therefore I conclude your intelligence muſt 
have proceeded from himſelf. F rom this idea only 
we conceive ſome hopes. . 10 


* 13 my brother left Wilton Park, we 
were all in the breakfaſt- parlour, and my father was 
'prefling bim to a compliance. My ſiſter Sophy. and 
4, ſeeing Henry much agitated, ſuddenly left the 
room. Returning about a "quarter of an hour after, 
we were not a little amazed to ſee my Lord and Lady 
ſittigg in the profoundeſt ſilence, and Henry not pre- 
ſent „MV dear mamma was in tears, which, upon 
our entrance. ſhe endeavoured 1 in vain to 1 uppreſs and 
conceal. > J walked up to her, and enquiring the cauſe 
'of hey Stief, the fixed her eyes wiſtfully upon me, 
and ec torrent of tears ran gliſtening down her 
bee; - -ſhe attempted to ſpeak, but ſobs 
nce, Taus overwhelmed with grief, 
Tr i, the room. We were commanded 


2 * 


5 


10 * Antonet, . my father, « Es 
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% Sopnta, continued my father, « do you know 
% where Henry is XN? . ; 


10 I Do not e Sir,” replied Sophy. 
. Ri NG the bel. a 
Bron which my father's valet entered. 


« Go to Henry 8 chamber and let Ai know 
* ene to Peak with him.“ | 


— Hs i is not within my lord. 1 


LL Warns i 15 he 463 = 
I po not . e met him in the node; ſeem- 
« ingly much confuſed —He opened the front door 
1% J ſaw him walk with great precipitation d over "the | 
a be has not ſince fene ” | | 


— 


* Orr the front br; and wail wi great pre- 1 | 
« cipitation over the lawn!” exclaimed my father 


with much vehemence, as he aroſe from his chair, 
and walked haſtily over the "oo 5 in great 
agitation. ER 
Arrzs a ſolemn W of PREP minutes, my father 
i * Thomas!“ EY „„ ne 


86 Mr Lord. * 


4 


cc Div you obſerve which way he went * _ : 
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„ Ts go immediately, and tell Henry upon 
« his duty to return this inſtant, or he ſhall forfeit 
* for ever, not only my * but my favour and 

protection.“ | z | 


Tuou as departed I ſaw him run acroſs the lawn; 
but ſoon loſt ſizht of him: Hope, fear, ſuſpence, 
alternately took. poſſeſſion of my boſom, and raiſed 
ſack a perturbation, that all the efforts of reaſon were 
too wWeak and ineffectual to allay the conflict. I look- 
ed at my ſiſter Sophy —ſhe aroſe and cage towards 
me.—She took my hand in her's, and with an af- 
fectionate manner ſaid, ** Siſter, you are not well 
% you look pale your hands tremble. I replied, 
* 1 ſhall be better preſently ;' let us take a walk in 
« the * „ | 


"ws walked "LAY for the 8 m n ex- 


prefling our hopes and fears, and caſting many an 
anxious look over the lawn, for the return of Thomas 
accompanied by our dear brother. At length Tho- 


mas appeared, but Henry was not with him. Fa- 
tal preſage i We haſtened into the room, and waited 


with the utmoſt impatience for the entrance of Tho- 


mas. Our mamma had returned, and was fitting 


oppoſite to my fatner. She was filent, but ſorrow 
Was painted in her countenance ; yet it was. mild, it 
was expretbve.. - 


Tuouas ered, and with a look that beſnoke 


huis diſappointment ſaid, My Lord, I have ſought 


the whole neighbourhood. over with the utmoſt di- 
s and have not been able to gain one tyl- 
of 1 a ſoul has ſeen aim. | 


— 


"ME 5 er be dend to Thomas to leave the room 3 


2 r bad no ſooner done, 0 5 * im-. 
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ſelf to my poor mother, already overwhelmed with the 
deepeſt ſorrow, he ſaid. This diſobedience hath 
« torn him for ever from my thoughts - every ſpark 
« of affection which I have hitherto cheriſhed for this 
% ungrateful, this worthleſs boy, I willingly ſacri- 
«« fice to the cooleſt indifference and neglect. It 
« was my wiſh, the firſt wiſh of my ſoul, to procure 
« him a proviſion that was equal to the dignity of 
„his family, and to his pretended merit. He was 
« affiduous to contradict me. When I attempted to 
« compel him to acknowledge his duty, he fled ; as 


* if any diſtance could ſcreen him from the infamy of 
« ingratitude. You, Madam, always wiſhed to have 


the peculiar tuition of your ſon, inſinuating there- 


« by my incapacity for the undertaking. To gra- 


* tify your caprice, I conſented, and relaxed of that 


authority over his infant years, which would have 


= produced now, .when he hath arrived to matu- 


66 what ſhe has never learned. * 


« rity, reſpe&, eſteem, and duty. Thus it al- 


« ways was, and always will be, when a weman 


“ uſurps where lhe Qught to obey ; when ſhe dictates 
& where ſhe ought to liſten; and ; 9 A Wee 


«> 


7 


Tas tartneſs and ill- nature conveyed in the con- 
cluſion of this ſpe ech, was what my dear mamma by 


no means deſerved, This inſult in the midſt of her 
ſorrow quite overpowered her, and ſhe fell back in 


ber chair. I ran to her relief—O Benfield! had 


you ſeen her, you would have wept yes, wept over 


her. — Her face was as pale as aſhes—her hand was cold 


her eyes were fixed -now and then a heavy-figh 


burſt from her agitated boſom—at laſt a convulſive 


ſhiver ſhook her whole frame. Sophia and I, drown- 


ed in tears, hung over the venerable mourner ; nei- 
ther of us knowing what to do, nor what to N 2 


* could only utter our grief in — com- 


Pa 


ry 


„ "Tis winrar; on, 


plaints. Our falling tears had bedewed ker cold, 
—— cheek. Sophia Eifled' her trembling lips—her 
reath retufned, and a warm torrent of tears which 
'guſhed from her eye, gave a welcome utterance to 
Te * | / 


FR Acts c. ſhe, „where am I ?” 
'Trep Lied, „In your own houſe, my dear mamma, 
1 * and 1 in your daughters arms.“ 


ce 885 be praiſed for this kind attendance, and 
6 © requite the tender affection of my children! vi 


sar aroſe, and embraced us s both. She attempted 
to walk, ſupported by one of us on each fide ; and 
by our aſſiſtapce reached her chamber, where ſhe 
bath ſince continued mourning for her Henry” s loſs. 


"Prom this eferiodak you may conceive our dif- 


ew If your information can alleviate the miſery, 


or adminiſter comfort or conſolation to a drooping 


parent and two ſorrowful ſiſters, I know with What 
| Chearfulneſs you, will communicate > ll 


Tais letter has been peruſed RT by . 

your anſwer will probably undergo a ſcrutiny by the 
felons eyes of a Parent not well affected to you. 
Len, be. 
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. n MR. BENFIELD TO THE HON, M1sS nll or 
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3 you ing cd Rr letter, Aefcribing * 
=p diſtreſs of your noble and worthy family, gives 
me much concern. I really ſympathiſe in the forrow- 
ful affliction of your dear mother—dear in every de- 
gree to her lord, to her ſon, to her daughters. I 
am no ſtranger to the tender affection which the al- 


gence; meriting, by his prudent conduct, the fondeſt 
attention from his parents, and the warmeſt applauſes 
from all his acquaintance. Confident of his rectitude, 


paths of honour, as to merit the title of an unworthy 
ſon of a worthy family. I am inclined to believe that 
he has not taken this ſtep precipitately, but has 
weighed--with mature "deliberation, the probability 


union. If: happineſs were not to be obtained, what 
compenſation could be an equivalent for a willing ſa - 


chequered with good and evil, with joy and ſorrow. 
| Spontaneouſly to embrace the gloomy ſide of it, and 


| thus embitter our days with Weetehalnela, 15 certainly 
indefenſible. + | | * 


3 far 8 ought to is ie to. EY 1 ſhall 
not undertake to determine. Different ſtages of life 


that he has A right to chuſe. But if inclination were 
more conſulted, and authority leſs tyrannical, hap- 


F ways, had for Henry; ; a ſon worthy of every indul- 


and the uprightneſs of his intention, I dare venture 
to aſſert, that he will never deviate ſo far from the 
of happineſs or miſery reſulting from the projected 


crifice to the pangs of miſery? Life is ſufficientlyß 


afford different views of the ſubject. The parent 
concludes that he has a right to command z the child, 


ld in all Probability be more generally dif- GO 
es x 8 Fs 
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' _ Fuſed, and the baneful effects of ſudden ſeparation not 
ſo univerſal, to the ſcandal of religion, and the infa- 


-my of modern manners. The ſource of every evil 


ſhould be carefully inveſtigated, in order that its de- 
fects may be ſpeedily remedied; for the longer it 1s 
ſuffered to continue, the wider will its progeny be 
diſſeminated, to the eſtabliſhment of error "and the 
corruption of Is 


| Tus W may * . * foe, yet [ 


believe it will be praiſed by many; and when the 
' judicious. and intelligent praiſe, the cenſure of the 
prejudiced carries no conviction, - Cuſtom, however, 
is a ſtern tyrant, ruling! with deſpotic ſway the minds 
and actions of the multitude, who often condemn her 
proceedings, though they coincide with her precepts, 
The arbitrary exertion of paternal power has not 
even the ſuperficial plea of plauſibility to plead in its 
behalf; and though its pernicious effects are daily 
manifeſted, ſtill it is adopted, in contradiction to the 
© dictates: of reaſon, and the ſuggeſtions of humanity. 
Let age conſider, that young people are endowed 
with reaſon to chuſe, paſſions to indulge, and reſolu- 
tion to determine; and young people will then admit 
the boaſted knowledge of experience, judgement 


matured by time, and a rational c to be the 


Wipes of 8 1 6 0 2 4 
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7" of his duty, is not apparent from your. relation 


of the circumſtances of his departure; and What 


cauſe may have induced him to decline an union chat 
is ſo ardentiy wiſhed for by his father, is altogether 
- unknown to me. Your ſuſpicions that ſome other con- 


nexion may have attached his inclinations,” T anſwer 


with certainty muſt be unfourided # for otherwiſe 1 


mould have many and juſt reaſons to accuſe my friend 
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of FO "FO a vice to which he is not in the leaſt 
addicted. Though young, he ever had more for- 
titude than to ſacrifice at the ſhrine of ſenſual grati- 
fcation, and too much wiſdom to devote thoſe hours 
to the enjoyment of vicious pleaſures, which he was 
_ conſcious the attainment of nobler acquiſitions would 
. | 


He never dropped one ſentiment in his letters from 
the Continent, that could give a colour for ſuch a. 
ſurmiſe. His purſuit was knowledge; and his prac- 
tice, virtue. 1 know him well; I have long known 
him. I know that he has ever felt unfeigned affec- 
tion for his parents, which is expreſſed in every page 
of his correſpondence, and written in indelible cha- 
racers in the recefles of his heart: could they read 
the feelings that are paſſing there, they would read 
with pleaſure, and glory in the poſſeſſion of ſuch a 
ſon, T / | © , 

You, wiſh me = 8 hope you al- 
ways thought me ſo, or this inſmuation would add 
greatly to my diſcontent. I ſaw your brother ; he 
called upon me after his abrupt departure from Wil- 
ton Park. He was in a poſt- coach, but ſuch was my 
agitation during the few minutes that he ſtopped, 
that I really forgot to aſk him whether he was travel-. 
ling to the North or to the South. He promiſed to 
- acquaint me, by letter, with the place of his reſi- 
dence; but what trme may elapſe before ſuch a corre- 
ſpondence , T ent take 8 me to de- 


termine. N 228 


Hs as: to 4. ** much Altered; hs cod | 
© hilarity had forſook him; he was buried in thought, TS 
and very abſent to my interrogations. This revalu- 
could not Pay been effected on a mind ſo ſedate, | 
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ſo determined, ſo conſcious of integrity, without vio- 
lent internal ſtruggles, and deep reflection, I re- 


marked to him the alteration I perceived; but he made 


no anſwer. to my obſervation.. I enquired with 
anxiety into the. cauſe of it: he anſwered with a 


ſigh, graſped my hand, and retired. I had not 


reſolution, or even the preſence of mind, to follow 
him to the coach—but ſtood motionleſs upon the 
- wor until the hollow rumbling of the carriage diſ- 
elled my reverie, 1 announced the _—— of 
my. * c. | 


33 * 


a I 3 a man ee me as life 


3 companion of my infancy, and I b. 
d of my riper 2 4 ; 


May Heavewbe propitious to my ales and! re- 
| ore hin to his parents, to his ſiſters, and to your 
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err E by your — 5 8 two > coſe, ; 


Þ What has paſſed at Wilton Park ſince my 
ture. Believe me, my dear friend, and I thinl 
never had any cauſe to diſpute my e — 


filters letter has wrung my heart it has given me 


more real diſquietude than any other incident in the 
P hole courſe of my life. The night after I peruſed 


it; fleep fled from my eyes, and che idea of my weep-: | 


- Ing mother was conſtantly prefent to my 1 


= — 


' walked- / 
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N walked over my chamber floor, revolving over and 


over the diſtreſs of a parent venerable for her years, 
and honoured for the tender affection which ſhe ever 
ſhewed to her moſt unfortunate ſon. Unfortunate and 
unhappy now indeed ! I participate in earneſt of all 
my mother's ſorrows, but ſee it impoſſible to admi- 
niſter any conſolation. - Was it not hard that ſhe 
ſhould be inſulted in the hour of anxiety only for her 
paſſive behaviour—a behaviour but too affectionate 
to every branch of her family, and amiable to the eye 
of every beholder-? Alas! thou worthieſt of thy ſex 
forgive, O forgive thy unhappy ſon, Who has, though 
involuntarily, added to thy grief and ſolicitude! An 
opportunity to exculpate myſelf from the infamous 
accuſation of diſobedience and ingratitude, is for- 
bidden me; a day however may come, and may that 
day be not far diſtant, when I ſhall extricate myſelf 
with honoar from theſe aſperſions, and be reſtored 
ro a family, whoſe dignity and intereſt it thall be N 
higheſt ambition hes; greg 1 | 


Tas fopaition.of an Alen en zern 3 
irreligious connection, IJ hope you will diſprove to my 
family, and to the world. 1 am not yet ſo aban- 
doned or irreſolute, but I can' diſtinguiſh between 
vice and folly ; withſtand the one with fortitude, and 
eye the other with commiſeration. Faſhion is cer- 
tainly an inſinuating and ſedactive miſtreſs; her 


votaries, who pretend that her joys are permanent 


and her pleaſures exquiſite, are many and powerful; - 


but let theſe pleaſures be analyſed by the proceſs af : 5 


cool and unbiaſſed reaſon; let them be fairly weighed 


by her warmeſt advocates, and they will amount #0. 


no more than a conſtitution ruined by i intemperance, 


ea fortune ſquandered by exceſs, a premature old "Wh 
| 2 all its concomitant rene g and devil 
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accept of my apology for his ſeeming obduracy. 
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examination, before the tainting breath of calumny 
had dared to fully the unſtained reputation of our 
characters, and when happier days were the portion 
wy .yaur oxlled friend. 


of 1 OBSERVE; that i in my mother's diſtreſs, the only 
Aſſiſtance ſhe received was from my ſiſters, who, by the 


deſcription, were ſcarcely able to ſupport or conſole 


her, much leſs. to alleviate her ſorrow. Where was 


any father? I am afraid—but he is my parent, and 


though he may have erred, it is not my duty, as his 
ſon, to condemn him. I wiſh my dear mother would 


# 


4 You have acknowledged you ſaw me, but knew 


nothing at all of my deſtination. If you think it ex- 
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pedient, you may communicate the place of my re- 

treat to my ſiſter, with your earneſt ſolicitations not 
to acquaint my father. This intelligence may pro- 
bably reſtore ſome little tranquillity to the mind of my 
© honoured parent, to whoſe welfare and happineſs I 
end willingly ſacrifice my own. The propriety of 
concealing from my father the place of my retreat is 
ſelf- evident. He certainly is not inflexible. Let 
my mother watch the happy moment when parental 
affection, after lying dormant for a certain ſpace, will 
return with double force; and I ſhall upon my bended 
knees implore his forgiredels, and give him a ſolemn 
pPromiſe, never to marry any woman without his entire 
approbation; only let him remit his intention of com- 
$00 Tg my 3 to this e union. 


1 2 How often i is: the bin. a family bee and 
+ cru and one branch of it alienated from another, 
by the mere force of opinion! Let us be as ſtrenuous 
as we pleaſe in maintaining what we ſuppoſe to be 
be; but let us not attempt to enforce our 9 7 


fit 
4 5 Ol 


4 


22 
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vor compel the judgement of thoſe who have an 

equal right to think for themſelves. It is utterly im- 
15 poſlible that unanimity ſhould exiſt in the free diſcuſ · 
3 tion of any principle; where Authority wiſhes not 
only to aſſume, but to exert a power which cannot be 
granted, without foregoing the privileges of huma- 
nity, common ſenſe, and reaſon. Age may dictate, 
and ſometimes enforce its decrees; but youth will re- 
un obe y. | | 


Oer fas all, accept of my apology for theſe di- 
greſſions; they naturally reſult from the reflections of 
a mind that is oppreſſed with the deepeſt melancholy, F 
and ſtruggling under the horror which the impreca- 
tion of an incenſed father has inſpired. O Benfieldi 5 
what could provoke my parent to ſuch a degree of 
violence! what aggravation— But I feel that I ſhall 
be carried away by expoſtulation, and I will there- 
fore een this 8 in | 


Tus morning 22 my laſt iat to then 0 
J walked a ſecond time inven | 
ſomething congenial to my preſent diſpoſition in ex- 
ploring thoſe - ſhattered ruins. The ſentiments they 
inſpire contribute to ſoothe. my melancholy, and ex- 
_ tenuate the heavy gloom that preſſes upon my mand; 
While I was walking among the pondereus . wrecks 
that lay ſcattered within the inner area, the ſurface 
of the ground ſaddenly gave way, and I ſunk up to 
the waiſt in a dry ſandy ſoil. The accident at firſt 
alarmed me; but finding that I ſunk no deeper, I im- 
mediately began to extricate myſelf from aitation - 
. equally ludicrous and unpleaſant. At this intent 
Sir Robert Bertram, his Lady, and Olivia, takings  - 
their morning walk, came to the place, and eſpiedm n 
in the ſituation which I have already deſcribed-. The 
; Ie» ſereamed, while Sir Robert ran to my-afſiſs > > 
5 FF ange f . 
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ance; 420 by his help I was ſoon releaſed from 0 
n bondage. 


On getting out, 1 perceived ſomething among 
| As duſt which attracted my attention, and 
on taking it up I diſcovered it to be a hu- 

man bone. Pray, Sir,“ ſaid Olivia, © what is 
-* << t that excites your curioſity ? replied, ** It is 

A relique of antiquity. „She came nearer, with an 

intention to examine it—but on perceiving what it 

was turned pale, and ſhuddered at the fight. Lady 

Bertram, obſerving ber, ſaid, Olivia, what is the 

e matter with you? She replied, Look there.“ 
| Lady Bertram, ſeeing a human ſkull in my hand, 3 

os and threw herſeif into the arms of Sir Robert. 


= Be not + terrified, dear ladies,” ſaid. Sir Ro- 
bert; © here is nothing to ſtrike you with horror, 
nothing to create diſguſt. Perhaps (taking the 
4 Kull in his hand) this is the poor remains of one 
: «of my anceſtors, Famous in his time as a hero, a 
> _ «© ſtateſman, or a of letters; or, probably, it 
e may be the relique of a woman who was celebrated 
de once as the beauty of her dax. In theſe dark, 
* hollow, ſolitary holes, may have glittered eyes 
a rhich were in no degree, ladies, inferior to your 
«© own. Here may have pouted lips on which the 
"6: proudeft beau might have gloried to impreſs a kiſs. 
On this cheek the lily and the raſe may have been 
naturally blended; giving te the lovely cheeks on 
«© Which they glowed the rapturous tinge of real 
e beauty. Poor, laſt remains of cold mortality, I 
|  *. conlign thee again to thy place of reſt (throwing 
4 . it amongſt the duſt) ! Mayeſt thou lie in quiet 
there mixed with thy kindred duſt, and no unhal⸗ 
4 lowed foot diſturb thee! Long haſt thou ſlept in 
0 peace, and by the memorial which I ſhall exe. 4 


1 2 uy ſhalt thou henceforth * 5 
= 1 an | 
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Tris apoſtrophe being ended, we examined the 
place in which J had. ſunk down, and perceived by 
other parts of human ſkeletons which were mingled 
with the ſoil, that it was-the remains of an ancient 
cemetery ;. but which now had no other covering 
than a few withering nn, of the Ry r = 


Low. 


S1s Robert promiſed to prevent the like accident _ : 
in future, by laying a free-ſtone ſlab, with a proper f 
inſcription on it, over the aperture. And naẽw-ww̃. 
ladies, Tait ne, What do you think of the en- 

t tertainment the morning s walk and this gentleman 
& have afforded you PP ?- 8 


e IN DER D, Sir,“ replied his lady, 6c ths walk, 
« 2s uſual, has been agreeable, but "or * 
was too ſerious.” | 


8 Wrars tir, is your opinion Pk: fad Six No- 
„„ 

I ALwaxs regard, Sir, an "pens of this 
4% nature as a memento of my mortality; for as no- 
« thing 1 is more certain than that one day we ſhall 
« all mingle with our native duſt, it is abſolutely re- 
C0 quifite that we ſhould ſometimes reflect upon this 
4 ſolemn ſcene, as preparatory to our final departure; 
© left when death approaches, we ſhould: meet the 
4 event with cowardice, and leave this tranſitory 
ec ſcene with a vain wiſh to be indulged with a few 
more years to reflect, to amend, 8 repens 
25 and | — 3 : 
© « Coun, come, Sir Robert,” 1 TS 
_.* come away; if you continue to liſten, you WI 


7 Ar an harangne as long as the vicar's lermon,” 
ö 2 D 3 


; SP ; : 
4 $- =: — * 
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„ Go, you inconſiderate, replied he, © a good 
4 ſermon can never be too long; it 1s only want * | 

« attention that makes it P 


Hz moved his hat to me, and they retired; while 
continued gazing on the fair preacher, as they 
walked away, vainly wiſhing that ſhe had ä 
1 
7 | | | : I am, & c. 


LETTER: XI. 

FROM THE HON, MR, WILTON TO MR. BENFIELDs 

$IR, 27 
N my return home, I began to-draw a parallel 
between Olivia and Miſs Silvertop, to the no 

{mall advantage of the former. Olivia, from the 
ſhort time and. the few. opportunities which I. have 
had to make my obſervations, ſeems to be ſerious, 
"contemplative, and intelligent; Miſs Silvertop, to. 
be giddy, inconſiderate, and uninformed. Olivia is 
"Jerious, even on the moſt trifling ſubject; and, by a 

_ "careful examination, attempts to draw ſome improve- 
ment from it. She is contemplative without ſullen- 
: "neſs, employing her thoughts in the inveſtigation. of 
objects which occur to her memory upon recollection, 
or what ſhe has collected from the zammedlate recital 
of others. She is intelligent, as che certain conſe- 
quence of the two preceding cauſes, Miſs Silvertop- 
1s giddy, from an implicit reliance on the direction 
of her mother, which prevents her from the exerciſe. 
of her own will, and renders her undetermined”; in the 
vice or ſelection of her, Parfait. She's is inconfi= - 


. 


* 


— 
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derate, from that indolent turn of mind which is the 
inevitable conſequence of a contracted education; 
and which prevented the prompt exerciſe. of thoſe 
faculties with which nature has endowed her. Her 
want of information is not to be wondered at, when 
we reflect that the whole attention of her parents was 
beſtowed in embelliſhing only the exterior of a child, 
whoſe capabilities of improvement in the uſeful ſcenes 


of life can never by theſe means be known by the 
moſt acute diſerimination. | | 


Vo will probably ſay, that I have drawn thrs 
parallel with the pen of partiality ; and in the colour- 
ing of diſcontent have exaggerated the defects of the 
one, and heightened: the acquiſitions of the other. 
This cenſure would be of no force, if you knew the 
parties. : | 


| Warr I was thus ruminating on this ſubje& with 
ſome degree of pleaſure, I received a card from Sir 
Robert Bertram, inviting me to dinner. The perufal 
of it inſpired me with more chearfulneſs than I had for 
ſome time been accuſtomed to feel; and I returned an 
immediate verbal anſwer, that I would do myſelf the 
* honour of waiting upon him. 3 


Ps meſſenger however had not been gone many 
minutes, before I found myſelf in, a dilemma from 
which I was utterly at a loſs how to extricate myſelf. 
My wardrobe, you muſt know, was wholly upon my 
back; and though not deſtitute of money, yet in the 
preſent inſtance it was of no avail, as it was not poſ- 
ſible to make any new addition to my preſent. apparel,. 
before the hour of appointment would expire. Fexa- 


mined my preſent equipment with ſome attention; bug 
how was E:mortified to perceive, what I had not be- 


re obſerved, that the lower parts of my dreſs wet 


not 


"# * — 5 
' . 
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not only ſullied, but actually ſpoiled; by my unexpect- 
eld deſcent this morning. This obſervation determined 
me to ſend an apology: for non attendance, and po- 
litely to beg an excuſe of Sir Robert for contradict- 
ing my own meſſage without particularizing the mo- 
tive gf fo ſudden a change. Upon this I rung the 
bell with ſome violence, when my friendly hoſteſs im- 
mediately appeared. J aſked her, if ſhe had any 
perſon at hand -who would carry a card to Bertram - 
Hall, as I bad received an invitation to dinner, and 
had unthinkingly accepted of it, without adverting 
to the inconvenience of my portmanteau not being 
yet arrived, or even conſidering the effects of an ac- 
cident which had unluckily befallen me this morning, 
by which a part of the apparel which I was wearing 
was rendered totally uſeleſs. © Indeed, Sir,“ 20 
the, if I * preſume 69 —— | 


Lea ſhe was much flattered, and ned that if 
be had any thing to offer, ſhe would-ſpeak with free · 
e. without the leaſt dread of giving any aenct. 


4 1 Sir (ſhe cond). if that. be the 2004 
. obſtacle, may I preſume to remove it, by ac- 
4. quainting you, that I can accommodate you with 
46 apparel to ſupply the place of what you have 
*#. ſpoiled this. morning, and you are very n 
. * * milden own arrive!“ * 


28 — FELT the oe as.an aft of ſriendihips ; cordially. 
1 her * her Kia: and en 70 the 


e e 
| She ted, 5 _ the 3 * a ew — 


. notes returned ſmiling, as if pleaſed with my ace- 


* -ceptance of her offer; and humbly hoping Lwoald 7 4 
© uſe them as my own'— ſhe dropt a. — curtſex. 


ad kk * . N T 
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„% Tax ks, good woman,” ſaid I, juſt as ſhe: left 

e, © thanks to the goodneſs of thy heart! Thou 

ec « wileld to accommodate me in theſe trifles—it is 

* really kind—but thou canſt not eaſe the torture of 
2 heart that is racked and oppreſſed beneath the 
« heavy weight of a father's diſpleaſure.” | 


Was it Ae Benfield, or only an inconve- 
nience which I ſuffered. in this inftance of temporary 


want? I think it was only an inconvenie nce. A wiſe. 


man ſhould ſeldom complain, even when. he labours 
under the preſſure of real evils; for complaints may 


irritate, but will never alleviate the weight 'of woe. 


I was ſoon 8 and, having but a little way 
to walk, was ſoon at Bertram-Hall. I was welcomed 


by Sir Robert, and introduced to another gentleman, 
a Mr. Fennell, whom I had never ſeen before. He 


received my compliments with a viſible coldneſs, and 


eyed me with a moſt minute circumſpection. The 


oddneſs of this behaviour. made me ſomewhat conſi- 


derative, as I was not conſcious of any impropriety 
in my preſent conduct. Lady Bertram perceived my 


confuſion, and, obligingly wiſhing to diſpel it, hoped 
L had ſuffered no harm or inconvenience from the 


ludicrous incident that had happened to me in the 
morning; © for I muſt confeſs,” continued ſhe, « if 


« were ſurrounded by the duſt and bones of our old 
anceſtors, while Sir Robert and Olivia looked at me 


were not already in the high road of matrimony. 


n * 2 


y : 
8 . 
Ws 
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and and. fallen in Jove with . bears Olivia, 


2 


wich all the demuteneſs.and gravity of ty eo religieux, 
reprehending my mirth as ill- timed and indiſcrimi- 
nate, For you muſt know, Sir, that if Olivia 5 


2 with Mr, Fennell here, I ſhould really conclude 


has afforded me a hearty laugh, to think how yo 


pen I ft HIS 5 4 
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« why do you bluſh ſo ? Did I not tell you, that 1 
e would r Mr. Wilton with all your praiſes of 


66 * him?” — 


*. 


7 


Tu Is We of Lady Berbem had erimſoned tlie 
wks face of Olivia all over, and added much to 
her natural beauty, I perceived her confuſion ; and 
the more I viewed her, the more I felt my own ina- 
bility to relieve her, by feeling myſelf in the ſame 
embarraſſed predicament. After a pauſe of ſome 
ſeconds, Sir Robert relieved our anxiety by ſaying, 
that though Mr. Fennell was an admirer of Olivia, 
and had offered very honourable and advantageous 
_ Propoſals, yet Lady Bertram had no authority to ſay 
that ſhe was in the high road to matrimony, as there 
was ſome previous and very important buſmeſs to be 

- determined, before ſuch a match couſd be concluded. 


3 this ner cen Mr. Fennel! fat with 
the one leg careleſsly thrown over the other, biting 
his nails. However, from the obſervations which were 
made by Sir Robert, he broke filence, and ſaid, that 
Whatever buſineſs of importance Olivia had to deter- 


fy N f 1 mine, he could not underſtand; but the further his 


WES 1 — 1 went, the greater the myſtery appeared to 
= herfelf. This was to me altogether unintelligible ;and 


kim; yet he thought Olivia competent to decide 9 


* 5 though it excited my curioſity, er was 4 to 1 


3 *r a enion of it? 


= . 
a = 
& > 
- 79 — 
9 5 * $ * - 
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0 3 farther of e aſſed dur- 
© Ing the afternoon, except that J caught the eye of 
Olivia ſometimes fixed upon mine; and when ſhe per- 
ceived T obſerved it, ſhe turned away with ſome con- 
- fuſion, which I flatter myſelf was not artificial. I con: 
eis to you, ingenuouſly, I felt a pleaſure gy "= 
Se her Je thus nns and the faint tinge f 

crimſon . 
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erimfon which, in the interim, glowed upon her 
cheek, conveyed to my ſoul an inexpreſſible rapture. 
We parted in the evening, all agreeably entertained 

with one another, except Mr. Fennell, who ſeemed 
.to taſte no joy from the hoſpitality of Sir Robert, the 
chearful mirth of his lady, or the ſilent but attracuve 
beauties of his miſtreſs, - 

I am, &c. 


LETTER XII. 1 
FROM MR. BENFIELD TO THE HON, MR.. WILTON» 


HE parallel with which your laſt epiſtle began, 
| was certainly delineated by the favourable im- 
pulſe of prepoſſeſſion; probably not ſo apparent to you, 
as a party intereſted, yet very obvious to an unpre- 
judiced individual. From my perſonal knowledge of 
Miſs Silvertop, you have not exaggerated her defects; 
defects early imbibed from the miſtaken prediledian 1 
of an over: fond parent, who with the utmoſt ſolici _ . 
| tude inſtilled opinions into the tender mind of her 
daughter that may never be eradicated. The pre- 
dominating deſire of finery. is very ſoon manifeſted. i in 
the youthful breaſt; and when this deſire is ſeconded* 
and encouraged by the over-weening fondneſs. of a 
parent, it becomes, in proceſs of time, achabit 1 
firmly eſtabliſhed, that it frequently continues the *i 
rruling paſſion to the lateſt period of. life To check : 
» this paſſion in the youthful mind, all cautionary. pre- Fa 
cepts and prudential admonitions are found incffe@tual;, : = 5 
+ advice may be given, but it is ever given in Vip, 1 
25 e when | it comes from the ſame perſon who 
' Wet. A D 6 was 


% 


60 6 5 HE DENIAL; OR, 


was 1 more aſſiduous to inculcate, than ſhe 
is now to condemn. When the embelliſhment and 
adorning of the perſon require ſo much attention, 

the fatal conſequence is inevitable ;—ignorance, in 
the higheſt degree, in every thing relative to life, 
eſpecially prudence in external conduct, and cecono- 
my in the regulation of affairs ; politeneſs degene- 
rates into ceremony, and good-breeding into down- 
right frippery. It is not every parent who is the 
moſt capable of educating his own children. The 
partiality of a father has often ſpoiled a hopeful ſon; 
and the fondneſs of a mother, the amiability: of a 
. 


Viss or 114 "RR to be a new favourite : pol 
fibly from her accompliſhments ſhe may deſerve it. 
| Novelty has a charm that is very captivating, and we 
frequently wiſh to cheriſh it, without giving ourſelves 
the trouble of examining whether the object is meri- 
torious or not. This, you will perceive, is a gene- 
ral indiſcriminate obſervation, without the application 
of perſonality. The young lady may be, and I hope 
i, among the moſt amiable of her ſex. The ſpeci- 
mens you have occaſionally favoured me with of her 
.. * conduct and intelligence, have already operated very 
*powerfully with me in her favour. If I had not to 
" apply the remaining part of this letter on buſineſs - 
ttat is of importance to you, I think I could diſcover 
Aà ſeeret to you, which in future ay be deemed of 


= "de conſequence. 


Arx days after I had ifparched my e to 
r fiſter's letter, I was honoured with a very ex- 
traordinary viſit ; extraordinary as it was unexpected. 

Walking on the terrace, and peruſing one of your 

epiſties, I ſaw a carriage driving towards me; and 3 

* ir dre Beater 1 perceived to whom it belongedd? x} 
S387 | ts. * 


. ̃ . | 6 
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Agitated at the fight, I withdrew into my ſtudy; if 
poſſible, to compoſe myſelf before its arrival. It ar- 
rived -I heard it ſtop and a meſſage was brought, 
Wn Oy Wilton wiſhed to ſpeak. to me. 


I went to the carriage door — there ſat the vene- 
rable old lady and her two amiable daughters. As 
ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, ſhe changed colour —her eyes 
met mine; they were ſuffuſed with the genial tribute 

of nature —ſhe then ſaid, with a faultering tone, 
« O, Mr. Benfield, where 1s — Henry!“ 


Snus ſeemed wo 3 to * more, but ber feelings 
overcame her. I i ae her Ladyſhip to favour me- 
with her company in the parlour, when I would 
willingly give her all the information I could, on a 

_ fubje@ ſo afflicting. She kindly accepted my offer, 
and J hoped the young ladies might be admitted of 
the party; which uy granted, we walked in. 


As ſoon as we were ſeated, your actions mo- 
ther ſaid, Mr. Benfield, without any ceremony, 
inform me where my ſon is. Is he well, and do 

you ſuppoſe he means to return to Wilton Park * 


00 My honoured lady (I replied); I am at full li- 
« herty to acquaint you with your ſon's retreat, but un- 
« der poſitive injunctions to conceal it at preſent from 
* his father; therefore, I hope you will not exact a 
4 breach of the ſacred ones I have made to wy 15 
15 W friend. e 5 


. 100 may make any a of thats Lind 
KR. you pleaſe (returned your mother); I ſhould 
[3 be ban to ee a breach- of promiſe, eſpecially . 


| Sum | 
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SAR bifitited —then ſighed, and looked at your 
iter Antonet, as if ſhe wiſhed he to give me ſome aſ- 
furance. But your ſiſter remaining ſilent, ſhe conti- 
nued, I promiſe you, Sir, upon my honour, I will 
* not acquaint Lord Wilton with any particular which 
« either you or my dear ſon. with. t to have con- 


© cealed.” 


« 


SAE looked at her aum bothi gave 
me the ſame honourable pledge. 


In. . confidence I informed them, that you 
were ſettled in a village called Mitford Grange, 
upon the Banks of the En in the county of 


and. 


e In the county of ieee Dr exclaimed 
% your mother; © what, ſo far north! Is he in 


« health 5 


* 
* 


14 . 55 "A were, as the letters Thad re- 
eeived did not hint the leaſt amin, 


«I aw adit more at eaſe, (returned your 
«© mother): now I know where my dear child is. He is 
<< likewiſe in health !. and may the God of his fathess 


"7 ever es and Pose . 


N 5 he caſt her eyes upwards, with a rapture 

MY which beſpoke the fervour of her pious ſoul. As- 
ter a ſhort pauſe, ſhe addreſſed me again: Pray, 

e Mr. Benfield, has Henry informed you that be 

| = feels the want of any neceſſary or convenience of 

life in his retirement, as 1 he elt all his clothes 
at Wilton N ut 
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I Tren related to her, nearly in your own words, 
che ludicrous incident by which a part of your apparel 
'was ſpoiled, and how you were accommodated before 
you could wait upon Sir Robert Bertram. She was af- 
fefted— Antonet looked grave but Sophy relaxed 
into a gentle ſimper. Her mother, obſerving it, 
faid, © Pray, child, do you laugh at your men 8 
15 mis fortune By 


% No, indeed, Madam,” replied Sophy ; “1 
« love my brother, and that my brother knows; 
« only ſmiled at the idea of his ſtanding all 
« bedaubed with duſt and dirt in the company of 
Sir Robert Bertram, his Lady, and Olivia, and 
« yet never perceive it until he 'received an invita- 
« tion to dinner. It was this made me ſmile, Madam ; 
„% Mr. Benfield, do not acquaint my brother that 
« T laughed at his misfortunes 3 3 and „ ſiſter, — you 
66 n e 


— 


d the affectionate girl fell a · weeping 
Lady Wilton walked towards her, and, deſiring 
her to compoſe herſelf, aſſured her that ſhe did not 
mean to reproach her with any levity in this inſtance, 
or with want of affection towards her unhappy 
Henry : then turning to Antonet, ſaid, ©© You, my 
« dear, will acquaint Mr, Benfield with the principal 
* occurrences. which have happened ſince Henry's 
5. departure, that he may inform your brother of the 
FE confuſis on which iy retreat has occafioned.” „ 


* 


* 


Ix 'obedience to her mother's ee An 5 
net began: © You muſt know, Mr. Benfield, that 
« as ſoon as my father was convinced that my brother 
ewas actually gone from Wilton Park, he retired to 
his chamber, ſhut himſelf up, and peremptorily 


72 * none, on Pain of his diſpleaſure, to 
> 2 3 3 
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c moleſt Kim, as he deemed all buſineſs, of whatever 
es nature, impertinent, and beneath his care. 
'& Inflexible to all ſolicitation, he continued 
6 eftranged from his family for ſome days. Silence 
and deſpondency fat viſible on the face of every one. 
WWe were all mourners, without one friendly voice to 
«© adminiſter conſolation, The gloom of ſorrow filled 
'« every part of the manſion, where only cheerfulneſs 
« and hilarity were accuſtomed to reign.. In this per- 
8 plexity, Sir George Silvertop arrived, and. ex- 
& preſſed an earneſt defire to ſee my father, who on. 
being informed of Sir George's arrival, and con- 
<< cluding that ſome important occurrence muſt have 
«<< ſimulated him to this unexpected viſit, came down 
« into the parlour. 5 


As ſoon as he was * Sir 9 14 with 
— his uſual frankneſs,, a quality characteriſtic of 
him, addreſſed my TRE in cheſe words :?? 


„ Mx Lord, I am extremely ſorry for the 
A unfortunate incident which has ſeparated the 
hope of your houſe from the reſt of your family; 
8 eſpecially as this unhappy caſe ſolely ariſes from 
*© the union we propoſed to eſtabliſh for the peace and 
welfare of the parties more immediately con- 
+ nected, and of the families to which they belonged. 
We are diſappointed. Compulſory methods are 
4 ſeldom effective; for where marriage is contracted 
« without conſulting the inclinations of the heart 
all hope of unanimity is deftroyed, and the ſeeds 
6c of endleſs ſtrife ſowed between the parties. Is it 
5 = not unnatural for parents to couple two young per- 
- ,* ſons together in the ſacred band of matrimony, and 
for life too, without conſidering whether they have, 


or ever can have, a real, or even any affection 


wy 


E « eher? This i 18 A doctrine, von know, _ 
| 4 wy 5 


HS. + 
ha. 
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« my Lord, I always diſapproved ; and though by it 
% you have at preſent loſt your ſon, he may one day 
te be reſtored. to you, to your favour, and to the bo- 
“ ſoms of a happy family. E deem it not an inſult 
„ to myſelf that my daughter is ſlighted; though. 
« ſome others do; for Lady Silvertop, chagrined at 
„ her daughter being thus. refuſed, has again en- 
« couraged the addrefles. of another gentleman, 
« which were only diſcontinued after I had received 
« your honourable - propoſals. There ſeems to be a 
“ fatality in many things à and what we cannot ac- 
« compliſh, my Lord, with ſatisfaction to ourſelves 
« and happineſs to others, however we.may feel the 
« diſappointment, we ought to bear it with unſhaken 
« fortitude and chriſtian patience; leaving the diſ- 
« poſal of events to an Omniſcient Power, who will 
« order, by _ * to us, all things for the 
£6 beſt.”? How | 1 


1. * Sir George ceaſed. My father liſtened. 
* with impatience to- a doctrine that was not in the 
« leaſt congenial to his own, and ſaid, with a ſneer, 
« How long have you, Sir George, been pupil to 
« my ſon ? That latitude of obedience which you 
would allow, would ruin all the noble families in 
Britain, not only from a connivance at, but an en- 
« couragement to illicit connexions, and diſparaging 
«© mixtures, by which the pureſt blood of the beſt 
« families would be contaminated and degraded. 
However you may think and act, Sir 2 'L 
| + ſhall always inſiſt upon an implicit obedience to 
* my commands in matrimonial matters; it is my 
duty to chuſe, my children's to comply; and here 
41 folemnly ſwear to you, that my ſon ſhall marry - 
0 your daughter, er not only incut my eternal diſ- 
pleaſure, but ſhall live for ever under the unre- 


* poaled imprecation of an incenſed parent. 
3 "> | 61 S. 
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5 a a- favourite of Lady Silvertop, and wanne 
A way ratings to my daughter,” 
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% Si George replied, © I mean not, my Lord, to 
« controvert your opinion; you may enjoy it, for 
« me, uncontrouled ; but this I can aſſure you, that 
I would not force the inclinations of my daughter, 
5 to "Feat her upon a ads N | 


EL « ona ve ene my Lord, „ downright 


_ # folly, Sir George ! I wonder to hear a man of 
„ your experience in life talk ſo inconſiderately. 


% What is life without diſtinction — what is it without 
«enjoyment ? How can you be diſtinguiſhed with- 
out opulence ?- or how can you enjoy the pleaſures 
4% of life without honourable connexions? And muſt 
< all this be ſacrificed to inclination 2 Away with 


„ ſuch foolery, Sir George. Learn to know the 
” world, and then ee will know how to 1 


« FEA this Gains. my father was walking over tlie 
64 floor with a very quick pace. Sir George ſeemed 
* not a little diſconcerted at his violence, and mo- 
« deftly ſaid, I believe, my Lord, I could eaſily 


„ confute your opinions, both from the wiſeſt of the 


66 8 and. the moſt learned of the moderns. $o 


bi 1 . TS aid tnodorns 1 Wy replied my . 


* with more vehemence than ever, „ what have 


* they to = with the diretzon of my e * 


erde W was filent--confuſion was in his looks 


Wy e my dear mother perceiving, ſaid to him, 
And pray, Sir George, may I take the liberty to 
e aſfe, who. the gentleman is you lately mentioned, 


to have renewed his addreſſes to Miſs Sperrer * 


7 2 


<<] He. is a Capt. Thornton,” del Sir George | 


„ — ara 
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« Arrzx ſome more unintereſting converſation,. 
Sir George took his leave ; my father likewiſe 
withdrew, and the next morning, without. ac- 
quainting one individual of the family with his 
intention, ſet off for London. During his abſence 

we have taken the favourable opportunity to wait 
upon you, Mr. Benfield, to learn what hath befal- 
len our unfortunate brother,” 


Tur weely: Antonet ceaſed ; when your mother 
added, She has given a true recital, and you are at 
full liberty to make what uſe of it you pleaſe in your 
« future- correſpondence with. my dear child : and 
let me conjure you, Mr. Benfield, by the prayers 
« of an afflicted mother, to let me know, from time 

to time,. the particulars of his wretched caſe. 'The 
% happy hour may come, but oh! T am afraid it is 

at a great diſtance, which may reſtore him to my 
arms, to be a comfort to my old age, and an ho- 

nour to my grey hairs. + 

Su ſighed deeply as he Cakes the laſt nu 
—— ſhe wiſhed to conceal her ſorrow her 
wiſh was vain=---it was but too viſibly de- 
picted on her countenance. Amiable woman! with. 
= ome difficulty ſhe gave me the following charge: 
Will you be ſo obliging as to accommodate my 
Henry, and your friend, with what may be re- 
| © quiſite for him to ſupport. himſelf with eaſe and re- 
*« ſpeRability during his unhappy exile ? and what- 
ever obligation of this kind you may lay me a | 
#6; Twill E e and _ unſigned W 


| « Mr Lady,” 1 eeplth&* «© you have cooferibit'? 2 
task upon me, which I ſhall perform with pleaſure 
to my friend; but I have long wiſhed to * him 
2 by a more tender name.“ 
* HERE 
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Ha RE I walked towards my charming girl, and 
gently took her by the hand. She bluſhed, and 
gave me ſuch a look. of tenderneſs, as thrilled 


- 


"through my very ſoul, + Ss 


2 


« Ma. Benfield (returned your mother), 1 you 
& know the obſtacle—my Lord—but hve in hope.” 


Heres the whole party ee conducted them 
to the chariot— followed it with my eyes as 
it drove away, and conveyed from me the only ob- 
Jet of my wiſhes, and on whom my temporal 
happineſs entirely depends. This is no new. ſubject 
to you, and therefore I ſhall not trouble = with any 
4 my complaints. 


„ n il remember to make uſe of the power * 
which 1s conſigned to me by your mother; you know 
it was n. nevertheleſs: it ſhews her * 


feQion. 

| E am. &c. 

1 EEE | is g 15 
rern xt: 


| [FROM THE HON, MR, WILTON TO MR, BENPIELD. 
4 2 1 A, , | i 
HE recital of many incidents, which Ie 10 
contains, has really affected me. 1; ſee the 
5 unfeigned love of my dear mother, the affection of 
my liſters, and the rigorous inflexibility of my fa- 
IE. What motive could have 1 the latter 

to take this j journey to London? It bears an unfa- 
3 vaurable aſpect; may my, ominous fe fears be in vain! 
3 h 8 27 A . and e of Six, George Silver: 
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20p I admire and revere, not only from a congeniality 

of ſentiment, but becauſe they are natural, they are 
rational, His character,. I perceive, improves upon 
me, by a minute acquaintance ; it expands from an 
unfortunate exigence, and glows by cc lifion. In this 
inſtarice, he has ated with all the greatneſs of the 


& Chriſtian, and the Philoſopher. He wiſhed to conſole; 


he wiſhed in vain. He ſpoke with wiſdom; he ou 


in vain. Amiable man! 


AcquainT my ſweet little Sophy, that ſhe has not 
offended me. I know and have experienced the ten- 
derneſs of her heart. Tell her, I have laughed my- 
ſelf more than once, on the bare recollection of the 
circumſtance. My appearance was ludicrous enough, 
and when pourtrayed in her fertile imagination * 
cafly row: a ſmile. | © da 


TI snaLL now e wita wy own important ad- | 


ventures, 


BEIN informed there was great plenty of trout 
zin the River Wanſbeck, I procured a rod, and 


. entertained myſelf by angling. Though never very 


dexterous at the diverſion, I had ſome paſtime, But 
being ſoon tired I ſat down upon the green margin 


of the ſtream to enjoy a more ſolid pleaſure, from the 


peruſal of a new.edition of Hon AC by the learned 
Jani. Attentive to my reading, I was inſenſible to 
every thing around me, until I was flartled 2 25 
by the fall of ſomething acroſs my legs, as I Was 
lying on the ground. I looked up, and ſaw it was 
my own hſhing-rod, which a pretty little boy had 


taken up to examire, and by chance had let it fall. 


The length of the grafs, and my own attention, pre- t 
vented me from hearing him until he was in my pre- 


| bene. He Jjeeed be to be about four years of age, of 
| Ke os I . | 2 a faje "hh 


& — 
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à fair complexion, tinged with a little red upon bis 
Theeks, His eyes were large and full, of a light blue 
colour, which ſhed a luſtre, at once pleaſing and cap- 
tivating. His countenance was open and placid, and 
ſhaded with a quantity of flaxen hair, Which waved 
careleſsly over his ſhoulders. He was dreſſed in a ſuit 
of green, and held a bunch of cowflips in his hand. 


Bix ſtruck with the appearance of this little 
cherub, I ſaid to him, My dear little boy, what are 
you doing here alone?“ He anſwered, with a mild- 
neſs that really charmed me, « I am gathering cow- 


* ſlips for my mamma.” —* And what does your | 


« mamma do with them?“ ! She puts them among 
« water in the flower-pots, and ſets them in the par- 
4 .Jour.”*—* And what do they call your mamma? 
They call her Mrs. Brooke.“ And where 
, © does ſhe live?“—“ She lives at home.” 
Tas infantine iimplicity of this anſwer pleaſed me 
| wonderfully ; ; when taking the little wanderer by the 
Wand, and ſeating him by me, I aſked him, if hi; 
mamma was not afraid -to-let him come and gather 
cowſlips by himſelf ? „Ves,“ ſays he, mamma would 
be afraid, if ſhe knew I was by myſelf ; but Miſs 
„ Livy was with me when I came from home. She 
«© ſtopped to ſpeak to Lady Bertram, and I came to 
gather cowſlips.—“ Will you take me home with 
„ you to your mamma ?'Y—< Yes,” ſaid he, if 
Mis Livy does not come, you ſhall Ho. and ſee 
oy mamma and papa too.“ 


Arrzu a _ deal more of chis innocent . prattle, 
; Perky? on purpoſe to prolong the time, and ſeeing 
nothing of Miſs Livy, as my little ſtranger called her, 


= __ Faroſe and requeſted him to lead me to his papa. He: 
5 Se took me by che hand, and ſaid, Con: 


9 


4 | ; . | 27 — . 
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4. then, we muſt go this way.” We had not walled 


far, before he exclaimed with much exultation, 
% Yonder's Miſs Livy !” and off he ran to meet her, 
AS Faſt, as his little legs would e him. 


Sur bed him up in her arms, and, kiſſing him, 
ſaid, © Vou little rogue, where have you been? I have 
* been ſeeking you this half hour.“ J have,” re- 
plies he, © been gathering cowſlips with yon gentle- 
<© man, and now he is going to my mamma and Papas 
and you muſt go too. 


Bernc come up to Oliyia, and accoſting her 


-with the pleaſure I had received from my converſa- 
tion with her little companion, I defired to Know 
to whom he * 


OrivIA ee « He is the ſon of the Rev. 


e Mr, Brooke, the vicar of the pariſh, one of the 


« worthieſt of his worthy tride, whoſe houſe ſtands 
© contiguous to Ab Ar ve? 


Sus had aki neee when our little prattler 
ſaid, « Miſs Livy, why don't you put your arm 
< through the gentleman's when you are walking, 


dee the fame way you do with. my papa, and with Sir 
66 Robert! 2» 


* 


I covr o not help lng at the archnoſs of the. 


don, while Olivia ſeemed in the utmoſt con- 
fuſion, and at a loſs what reply to make him. 


8 


— - 


He ed his requeſt; when the replied: to 
im, «© My dear child, don't you know that your 
e papa and Sir Robert are my old acquaintances, 


and married gentlemen? but this gentleman is a 
e ſtranger, and therefore to do what You — me, 
85 would. be quite improper.” 2 


; 1 ; 4 F 
y . „ D « * 4 * mi * 5 » = 3 © _ 8 ; 
1 Wo 1 þ : — 288 : < 2 5 122 ws . —— ww; « © 4.8 FRA ile nds <a wet i ne em, 
— 2 FBS renee” DV Bk wa * 325 RIC ge == 60 * 10 1 — — A 3 3 — . I Ce ne YN 8 Bs pods 2 ox 
. 2 * p RNS. - . =y 7 . —_ iy by * Ar ** we n x Po a — "= * oh $$ * La & "$0 Ae * 2 _— 2 * 3 e : 2 Do 7 5 LAS 9 : WY. : 2 o 2 a aca 
5 N **, ©; pope 2 0 * 8 1 3 ro 4 - q * * or - * 2 . 
-v > a - 4. 3 9 Yu. 
1 2 þ 9 3 
A * 0 a. to 


— 
SS T3. FL 


2 
4 & 
— er a RE 32g 
1 4 a r Fae = . 2 
8 r 
1 ; it 


LY Tx 
<a> Sts « __ — 
V > - 


wy =o * 
4 * 

» x + . 
* + % * T þ n+ DMs 4 


1 — — —— — 2 ta 
ER 
3 — R 
* 
n 


= 

* — 
C8 Lon r 
3 


wy 
rr 


3 LS * 
N Nenne 
n r 


r LEONE OT 


IS 
my? 


* 3 25 ſure Miss Livy has not told a _— 


. She 2 the Fac _ we RIO in, — ſoured | 


72 _' THE DENIAL; OR, 


"Ws were by this time come to the path-way which 
leads to the vicarage, when Olivia wiſhed me a good 
morning, and was retiring ; but my little innocent, 
ſeizing her hand, ſaid, ** No, Miſs Livy, you ſhall 
© not go home, until you go with this gentleman 
4 to my papa. You ſay he is a ſtranger ; he will 
4 not know how to open the gate, you know— 
21 unnd ' open it — come, go and open it for 
us. | 


I Took this opportunity, and, addreſſing myſelf 
to Olivia, ſaid, If it be not inconvenient, Ma- 
% dam, I ſhall eſteem it as a particular favour if 
<- you will introduce me to Mr. Brooke; I am no 
e ftranger to his general character as a clergyman, 
«© and as a ſcholar. I wiſh to be acquainted with 
& him; he will be a rational and intelligent com- 
% panion. I wiſh for his ROPES in more caſes Bas 
one.“ 
As I pronounced theſe laſt words, I fixed, by a 
| ſudden and involuntary motion, my eyes upon 
. *thoſe of Olivia. A lovely blaſh overſpread her 
Face ;—ſhe caſt her eyes upon the ground, and 
| nakitg little Brooke by the hand, "ſhe walked 
towards the gate. A dilence enſued,” and the 
- little wag, obſerving Olivia in ſome cotifyfion, ſaid, 

Miss Livy, why do you bluſh ? you have not told 
64% à lie, My dear,” ſaid I, do people bluſh 

| K. when they tell lies ?>—<. Ves; mamma ſays, ſhe 
d knows when I tell a lie by my bluſhing. ;. but I am 


-T 5 increaſed; -inftend of alleviahgs 4 
Tits embarraſſment I was going to change the ſubject 
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the little ſcamperer, as faſt as his legs could run, cal- 


ling, „Mamma! papa! here is a gentleman along 


« with Miſs Livy.” 


Taz parlour door was open, and we entered. 
Olivia ſaid, Mr Brooke, here is a gentle- 
c man, who is à perfect ſtranger in the neigh- 
& bourhood, whom I beg leave to introduce to you.“ 


Mx. Brooke anſwered, My dear Olivia, the gen- 
<< tleman is doubly welcome from ſuch an introduction 
to my humble roof.” 


* 


ArTER I was ſeated (for Olivia took her leave im- 


| mediately), 1 I related to Mr, and Mrs. Brooke. the 


manner in which I met with their fon gathering 
cowſlips in a meadow, by the water-ſide. They chid 


him gently for wandering ſo far from home, and he 


r to do ſo no more. 


 FroM LS ces eg 1 obſerved Mr. Brooke 
to be a man far above ceremony. "There is an open- 


neſs in his behaviour which is engaging ; there is an 


ingenuouſneſs in his manner which captivates and 
wins you. His communicativeneſs was agreeable, and 


{ perceived his intelligence was extenfive. By uſing | 
a little artifice in propoſing my interrogatories, 'I was 


ſoon convinced of his erudition. Whether or no he 
perceived my intention, I know not. He ſeemed 


_— fo, for he anſwered without the leaſt heſita- 


and with the utmoſt freedom, fack queſtions as 


— would have deemed in a ſtranger preſumptuous 
and impertinent. Having received a general invita- 
tion, I ſhall with all the pleaſure imaginable calti--... 
A wed —_— with — worthy man. eh | 


— 


1 am, Sc. M 5 
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DB LETTER x. 


FROM THE HON, MR. WILTON TO MR. BENFIELD, 


„ 


ee 


s ſoon as I had left the worthy Mr. 1 J 
— retired to my chamber, with an intention to 
a muſe and inſtruct myſelf, by a peruſal of my fa- 
Vvourite bard, the courtly Ho RACE. I attempted to 
read, but ſoon found tae attempt was vain. My 
| #houghts were employed upon another ſubject, and 
All my endeavours to collect and fix them upon ſome 
favourite ode were totally fruitleſs. Olivia, the 
charming Olivia, was ever preſent in my mind; 1 
thought I ſaw her continually before my..eyes ; * 
Whenever I attempted to recalle& another object, in 
order to divert, if poſſible, a paſſion, which I now 
| perceived but too viſibly had imperceptibly „ 
=1 root in my heart, I found all my thoughts recur, by 
an internal impulſe, to eau api + 
beautiful Olivia. | 


91 STRACTED, 1 charnagd with the cakes of be- 

ing captivated thus unawares, without thinking of the 
FLonſequences, I threw poor Hox ae from me, aroſe 
-+ haſtily from my ſeat, and in the utmoſt confuſion, 
Wallced ſeveral times acroſs che floor. I thouſand 
Chimerical procedures crouded into my imagination- 
an imagination heated and tormented with the mot 
violent, yet the molt pleaſing paſſion of the human 
wind. One moment I determined to go and diſcover 
myſelf to Olivia, and make an immediate declaration 


e 1255 flame ; the . 1 thought of * it by ler 
ter, 
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ter. Thefe were inſtantly ſuperſeded by the idea of 
an application to the good Mr. Brooke, who proba- F 
bly might be perſuaded to become my friend and in- 
terceſſor. Theſe, and many more reſolutions, too 

- tedious to enumerate, and which I was. not in a capa- 
city to examine, created ſuch a diſtraction. in my 
brain, that, almoſt frantie, I threw- myſelf with vio- 
lence into an arm chair-which ſtood in a corner of my 
room, and remained. for ſome time in a ſtate of abſo- 
lute ſtupe faction. Beginning to recover, L obſerved the 
_ obje&s in the room more diſtinctiy my perception 
were not ſo irregular my ſcattered ſenſes not in ſuch 
eren ſighed heavily—an involuntary flood of 
-tears gave my mind immediate eafe, and L burſt out 
zun the following ſoliloquy: * O Wilton l thou art 
9 * doomed to be unhappy! Born the heir of an ancient 
= « and honourable family; educated with cares and 
e nurtured with parental tenderneſs; by one act of 
diſobedience, thou hait plunged a happy family in- 
e to diſtreſs, . and thyſelf f into miſery and wretched» 
neſs. What reparation canſt thou make to thy fa- 
.  mily.! what happineſs. eanſt thou promiſe, to thy- 
--** {elf Thou art here, alienated from thy family, 
©, ſeparated from thy friends, and labouring under a 
e paternal malediction, almoſt an outcaſt. of ſociety. 
Thou haſt; abruptly left thy family, to eſcape a 
forced marriage, and art here enſnared by the he- 
th witching ſhackles of love! , captivated with a 
„ ſtranger, whom probably thy family would ſeorn 
to own—Gracious Heaven ! What cenſolation is 
there for a wretch like me, ſtruggling under; the 
, texxors of a wilſul diſobedienee, and the dreadful | 
-* ſentence of a father's curie !” | I ceafed.—Afver, 4 
conſiderable pauſe, But this conſolation „il I, 
© till remains: Lacted from a thorough conviftion 
10 ag] —_ rights, if Lam eme * an error not 
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e witfully committed; and I hope that Power whoſe 
<6 providence ſuperintends the actions of all below, 


— e and ben it. 


HAVING evacladed; I continued in a reverie for 
ſome minutes, which being progreſſively diflipated by 
the returning powers of reaſon, I at length aroſe, 
left my room, and walked into the fields. A gentle 
ſhower of rain had juſt fallen to the ground— the lu- 
cid drops hung glittering from every pile of graſs— 
the pretty wild flowers, which were ſcattered profuſely 
around my feet, were again expanding cheir unno- 
-ticed beauties to the enhvening rays of the ſun—the 
-  Htle woodland ſongſters were trilling forth their me- 
lodies from every ſpray, as thankful forthe genial tri- 
pbute which the earth had received. 1 often ſtopped 
I liſtened with pleafure—the ſcene around me was 
*hearful, refreſhing, and gay---the wildneſs of the 
muſic was attractive, and ſerved to ſooth my preſent 
melancholy. T-could not help exclaiming, Happy 
<< warblers* your enjoyments are real, your pleaſures 
. are tranquil and unalloyed! This ſong of thank- 
1 fulneſs for the-care of Providence is a warning, a 
s fefſon to rational beings, Happy inhabitants of 
2 the fields, yet probably unconſcious of your hap- 
wc pineſs ! how many of the ſons of men, «endowed 
44 Hin all the wagnificence which grandeur can be- 
— pe flow, __ a F "TOs ſcenes of enn and 
Joy 


G 


Wire x FIR out t theſe direhnenarions; 10 care- 
wech reſted againſt the bole of a ſycamore, and was 
Juaſt in the action of moving from it, when I was ſa- 
luted with a note, that at once charmed, delighted, 
and riveted my feet to the ſpot. I looked round, and 
elpied at a few yards diſtance, perehed on the top of 
7 aſh, WF ſweet W Wo His coat was of. Hoy 


„ 


| * & 


> 


- 
ES. 
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Kiniog jetty black, his bill of the brighteſt yellow, 
his notes rapturous and enchanting. I was in a mood 
to liſten I liſtened with a pleaſure which is beyond de- 
ſcription.  'The woods which hung upon the ſhelving 
banks of the V anſbech re-echoed to his ſong.. On a 
ſudden he dropped. from his ſlender twig---I eyed him- 
with eagerneſs, and marked his place of reſt. I ap- 

proached the place with ſoft and ſilent ſteps, fearful 
of diſturbiag the ſweet ſongſter, and the little partner 

of his cares :---ſhe was neſtling, with her wings out- 
ſpread---they flew affrighted from the neſt---I exa- 
mined its ſtructure with admiration. I obſerved the 
domeſtic pair fitting upon a hawthorn bough watching 


my proceedings: I retired, and left them unmoleſted,. 
while I reflected upon the care, the anxiety, the at-; . 


fection of theſe inhabitants of the groves. ** Let 


„ man, ſaid I, let the parents of the human race 


« learn duty, lcarn affection for their offspring from 
* theſe little warblers of the groves. See the un- 
« feigned fondneſs of theſe poor birds for one an- 
« other ! what expreſſions of 1 your 
loves be crowned with ſucceſs! your progeny re- 
„main unpilfered may you long live an emblem of 
e conjugal G 1 R 


Ween I returned, REL was upon the table; and 
though I found my mind more tranquil, my appetite: 
was gone ; a ſure ſymptom of the mental ceconomy-. 


being in ſome degree deranged. O Benfield ! do not 
laugh at me; pity me, I beſeech you, pity me, and 
ſend me ſome admonitory hints of conſolation, 1 


know-you will fay I deſerve none, from the conſtant 


ridieule with Which I derided your flame for my ſiſter | 


Antonet. But conſider, Thad not then entered upon 


my noviciate; I was a ſtranger to the paſſion of 5 
I.ovs; and your ſighs and complaints made no other 


4 iwpreſſion than now and then exciting an immodergts 
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” Harted up, hich ſeemed more ſpecious and unexcep- 


3 5 . This pin being kts 
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fie of laughter. But you know I was your ſteady 
friend; that I intereſted myſelf in your favour, even 
when threatened with the penalty of my father's diſ- 
aſure. But what am I ſaying, or to whom am 1 
writing? Indeed, Benfield, love will make fools of 
us all. This charming ſtranger, I acknowledge, has 
made one of me; and it is long ago fince my ſiſter 
made one of you. Bear with my weakneſs. I never be- 
fore could perceive the propriety of applying the epi- 
_thets Heavenly, Angelic, &c. to a mortal being; yet 
now I confeſs they may be with truth applied to my 
Olivia. Mine, did I fay ? What obſtacles are to be 
ſarmounted before the accompliſhment” of ſuch a 
with | The events of futurity are concealed from 
aur knowledge, and many a happy effect is produced 
by a concatenation of circumſtances, Which ſeemed. 
in their original formation to threaten a different con- 
_ elufion. May I not live and . for Toll a ROW 
on wobicnure 1 
8 5 I em ever Yours, be. 
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RON che contents of my laſt, you _ ality: 
conceive the anxiety of my mind. Wavering 
and indeterminate, I fixed upon a variety of methods 
tþ diſcover my paſſion to the lovely Olivia. But no 
ſponzr had I taken, one reſolution, than another 


tionable. One moment embracing what the next was 
- diſcarded, I finally determined to conſult with the 
wWorthy Mr. Brooke upon an affair of ſuch i importance. 
as was certainly to involve in its eo my 
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+ walked to the Vicarage, where J found the good 
man buſied in the ſtudy of the Peloponneſian war, in 
the original Greek of that acute Niftorian Fu ver- 
bibEs. The diſcuſſion of ſuch a ſubject would, till 
very lately, have been to me a moſt delicious treat; 
but in my preſent mood of thinking, the inveſtigation | 
of any claflical topic was ireſenes; ac tedious... | 


Ma. Brooke obſerving that I 3 grave, imme 
diately enquired, in the tone of genuine friendſhip, if I 
were well. The interrogation ſomewhat alarmed me; 
and, though conſcious of my errand, I found myſelf, 
from the violent agitation of my mind, altogether in- 
capacitated to divulge. a feeret, the concealment of 
which was every moment adding to my torment, and. 
depriving me of my wonted peace. My emotion was 
too viſible. Mr. Brooke aroſe, and coming towards 
me, « My dear Sir,” faid he, © let me intreat vou 
to make no. ſcruple of acquainting me with che 
« cauſe of your preſent anxiety, that my ſolicitude for 

you may at leaſt alleviate, if not reſtore you to that 


« peace of mind, to wich at Nr you ſeem 0 Bs - 
1 „ e $55 
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6 0 My: generous fiend * erat +: CL 1 | 
« thank you for your kindneſs ! May it not be loſt” 
upon a wretch, who ſeems doomed by fate to 
« wretchedneſs and deſpair ! I have endeavoured to- 
** ſteer my courſe through, life in the paths of virifies: 85 
9 "208 1 un ay endeavour has been vain,” 


Y 2 5 
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bo 


£4 ix [HOPE not,” relics Mr. Brogke'; e the 8 
6e. of. virtue and religion are ſeldom ſought for” in * 
Ss <.vain;: T hough temporal happineſs be not always, 
the certain meed of thoſe who adhere to the dates F 
of virtue and religion, yet they afford comfort 
from the . hope which they inſpire, chat 
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| added, & ] am the ſon and heir of the Earl of Wil- 


3 « utmoſt diſtreſs, and am myſelf here an alien, and 


| : _ truſted him with, until 1 * my authority id 


*. 


begin to heſitate, when I am about to diſcover who 


== by an act of diſobedience forfeited my father's love 


bias him in my favour, concluding with exacting a 


daring the time I was ſpeaking, as if he wiſhed to 


25 you ſeem to ſuppoſe, loſt to all duty and obe- 


— 


80 _ THE DENIAL; OR, 


every ſuffering and afflition, rener heavy ot 

impending, will quickly have an end, when this 
« weary pilgrimage is over, when this momentary ſcene 

* of care and ſorrow ſhall paſs away like a ſhadow, 

* or the fleeting viſion of a dream. Dare you make 
„ me your confidant, Mr. Wilton? Truft to my 
* honour, and you may reſt aſſured, you will never 
receive any e from the confidence Yeo re- 
* pole e - 


"44 REPLIED, & Indeed, Mr. . ry came with 
a full determination to unboſom myſelf to you, and 
8. $924k I have no cauſe for diffidence, I ſind myſelf 


« I am, and the motive that prompts me to aſſ your 
& aſſiſtance.“ Without giving him time to reply, 1 


ton; and, like a prodigal and unthinking fon, have 
and eſteem, overwhelmed an amiable family in the 


al . any" outcaſt, from ſociety.” I then ingenuouſly told 
him every circumſtance relative tomy own caſe, with- 
out the omiſſion of any one particular which might 


promiſe from him, not to divulge what I had en- 


10 do. 7 
"Having fixed his eyes earneſtly upon my face 


uprayc1 my thoughts by the peruſal of ſuch an index, 
he ſaid, I hope, Mr. Wilton, a favourable conjunc- 
ture will produce a reconciliation. Vou are not, 


dience. Your father may not remain implacable; 


* mother will watch Es opportunity to mii- 
= 8 3 46 gate of 


þ Iv . * J * 


"=. 


oa 
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1 gate his rigour, with all the tender ſolicitude ſo 
10 W in the virtuous part of the ſex. You 
ay have judged erroneouſly of the merits of the 


6c . Sir George, by your deſeription, is a wor- 
« thy, intelligent, and deſerving man, and proba- 


«« bly a little time may convince you that the vir- 
e tues of the daughter are meritorious and laudable.“ 


a DEEP involuntary figh eſcaped me. He ob- 
ſerved it, and, caſting a ſmile of the ſweeteſt be- 


nignity upon me, ſaid, © If I am not miſtaken, 


% your boſom is ill labouring with a ſeeret which 
« you have not yet revealed. I do not wiſh to urge 


you to a d ſcovery, yet you may as Te Roe 
6 command my ſervices.” 


« have a. ſecret,” 1 and upon that VEL | 


« cret alone depends my future: happineſs. —I love 
« QLivia! You perceive: there are impediments- 


« to. our union which ſeem indeed to be invincible,.. >» 
« yet. they muſt be ſurmounted. Will you, Mr. 
„ Brooke, employ your kind offices with g ir Robert,, 

and acquaint him with my ardent rates . 
charming nr 2, 


Hot b, Sir!“ ſaid. Mr. Brooke, ag Thad” you ae 


* under an er miſtake in this inſtance. G | 


via is not the daughter of Sir Robert Bertram.“ 5 ' 


Nor the» daughter of, Sir Robert l excaimeds 
I; * fatal miſtake indeed i who.is the then a 


„ Sup is, ſaid Mt. Brooke, 4 diſtant 2 | 


© who. has lived with him theſe ſeveral years, aud. 


* whom Sir: Robert has LEI and educated as «OP; 
Be own child.“ 
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informipg Mr. Brooke that I would wait upon him 
in the evening, I immediately took my leave, and 
walked, as uſual, into the park, It was ſolitary: 1 

' wiſhed to be alone. I knew that T was here ſe 
queſtered from every perſon, ſave the intruſion of the 
family to whom it belonged, and whoſe preſence, ſo 
far from being pleaſing to me in che preſent moment, 

would rather have been diſagreeable. Ruminating 

on the intelligence I had received, I walked forward, 

with my eyes fixed upon the turf, The rural ſong- 

ſters ſung their lays in vain—my favourite blackbird, 
at a few yards diſtance, whiſtled to his liſtening mate, 

Al heard but heeded him not---the flowers beneath 
my feet AH their various tinges unnoticed. 


4 


© TaTTEMPTED to roger my thoughts from their 
| preſent melancholy turn; and with this intention I fat 
down beneath the ſhade of aremarkably large plantain. 
Nothing interrupted the filence which reigned around 
= me, except the wild warblings of the woodland ſong- 
E - ters. Here I reclined; meditating upon my unto- 
ward fate, baniſhed from my family and friends, no 
| hope of returning, without a ſacrifice: which was now 
rendered more improbable than before---a ftranger 
-_ among firangers---tormented with a paſſion which 1 
now deſpaired of gratifying ; ſince the lovely object of 
it was no more the daughter, but the adopted child, 
2 Sir Robert Bertram, now condemning, now ex- 
| the inconſideratenęſs of my conduct, which, 
ee” by not informing myſelf of a ce ſo eſſential 
0oðᷣ the completion of my happineſs, had Jed me care- 
leſely to imbibe a ſubtle poiſon,” whoſe" operation, if it 
. did not belicirate, would ee 88 =D fu- 


be de nian of this — I av a. 


5 2 Robert, his Lady, and. Olivia, walking to Aras: s „ | 
. * 1 = I aroſe with a full intention to 


„ 


1 
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meet them. I had not walked many yards, when 1 
pauſed--a ſudden chilly tremor ſhook my whole frame. 
L attempted to recover my reſolution-—I walked a 
few paces forward---I felt my heart beat with vio- 
lence; J even thought I heard it.---By an internal 
impulſe of agitation and fear, I turned round, and 
walked from them. Obſerving the impropriety of 
ſuch behaviour, I wiſhed to turn again; but ſhame. 
and confuſion were predominant, and I had no other 
alternative than to quicken my pace; which I inſtant- 
ly put in execution, and walked home by a different 
path, reprehending and blaming with the utmoſt ſe" | 
verity that daſtardly conduct, which was afcaid to 
meet the object of all my wach and of yl my; | 
wiſhes. | 
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FROM MR. BENFIELD To THE HON, MR; . wit Toy.” 


=— 


NA sI gz fo AOURTITTS ib 


Vous laſt has indeed th my EY Confider=" 
ing the peculiarity of your fituation, ſeparated, - 
and at ſuch a diſtance, from all your friends, without a 
poſſibility of recurring to any of them for adviceinſoir in- 
tereſting an exigence, you demand my warmeſt commi- 
ſeration. Experience has long ſince taught me, what you 
| muſt now feel. Vet certainly you have this conſolation--: 
That your probationary ſtate will not be of. that, du- 
ration which mine has been; a ſtatez,I confels, of 8 
| anxiety, ſolicitude, and ſorrow, withour the moſt dif- — 
tant hope af its termination to my ſatisfackion. Everx 
day engenders new impediments to my union with. 
x one of the moſt lovely and faithful of the ſex, J. have 1 
ned . which love, e and ho--. £2 
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nour, could ſaggeſt, in order to ſatisfy the capricious: 
„ obſtinacy of a father, who is ultimately determined 
not only to delay, but even to fruſtrate, the happy. 
- - completion of our wiſhes.. My love is as fervent. as 
. - but. my patience 15 nearly exhauſted.. 


| An incident: which lately. happened 5 not only 
excited my chagrin, but almoſt prompted me to pur. 
min execution the only expedient which will finally make 
A me happy in tae uninterrupted poſſeſſion of my dear 
- Antonet. The expedient referred to, is what I have. 
/ frequently apprized you of, and which has been poſt- 
Honed from time to tame, merely from your advice. 
Reciprocal affection is a powerful ſtimulant to over- 
ſtep the impeding bars of paternal authority. And 
why ſhould two rational beings,. happy in the mu- 
tual interchange of a pufe affection, be rendered: 
completely wretched, from a baſe. complianee- with a: 
power, which neither nature nor religion declares to 
be. inſuperable | ? Ax ELOPEMENT ! may accompliſh, 
What yeats of paſſive dalliance have only made more 
difficult. After ſuch an explanation, I. hope the exe 
cution will be fruſtrated by. any interpoſition. 
Which duty may ſuggeſt to you as. neceflary on ſuch 
A # crifis.. "The infingation is unfriendly. Why ſhould: 
IT doubt you ? I have tried your fidelity, and have 
1 Sys | s fo 'fo und 1 it unſhaken and IR. | 
3 1 You wilt perthive my ftyle 48 method: of 88 5 
5 ing to be ſome what alte red in this letter. 1 have had: 
| ſuſlicient. 8 and with which. L will now. acquaint. 
| — | 
3 A rew 1 after T bad Tt; Fe with the. 
| company of your amiable mother and her two lovely - 
daughters, 1 formed a reſolution: of paying a Ai, a 2 


aſter a long abſence, to "7 dear Antonet, at Wilton: 
* bs RTE | | Pa rk. . 0 3 
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Park. Preſuming on the good opinion of your mo- 
ther, and from certain intelligence of Lord Wilton, 
being in London, I did not heſitate, but ſet out with, 
all the ardent impatience of a real lover. I arrived 
a little before dinner, . and. was received with all the. 
genuine marks of undiſfembled kindneſs. Lady Wil- 
ton was ſo condeſcending as to fay, « Mr. Benfield, 
«© I am once more happy in aſſuring you, beneath 
«© my own roof, of my favour, in your honourable, 
but I am Kaen your fruitleſs, purſuits. Antonet 

. has repeatedly informed me, that ſhe is afhanced. 

© to you by all the ties of honour and affection. 
« May the purity of your intentions, and the fide-. 
© lity of your paſſion, be crowned with that ſucceſs. 
*% which ſuch a conſtant attachment deſerves "ng 
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« Harrix E88, I replied, © has * Yah, A. 

=. ſtranger to my breaſt. Vears have now elapſed, and 

time has brought nothing to maturity. My Lord 
& oppoſes our union with an obſtinacy which reaſon. | 
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Heap your mother hoking 0 upon me, 
I recollected that I had overſtepped the bounds of 
civility, in reflecting upon the conduct of your fa-; 
ther in ſuch a place, and before ſuch company. 1 
apologized for the unbecoming warmth of the e 
preſſion, as the dictate of pure inconſideration. She. 
ſaid, Whatever motive may prompt his Lordſhip. : 
to oppoſe your marriage, I know not; he has not 
4 thought proper to reveal it to me, and a heavy. 
high eſcaped from her lips. I am ſeldom 1 4 
„with his confidential ſecrets ; ; and. Men he acts, 
2 he acts from his own motives.“ 3 
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5 *Frvation, that the happineſs of young people is 
5 7 * n. if not — deitroyed, b 
"4 | | 40 * the 
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& the authoritative interference of their parents, who 
& with to regulate their youthful inclinations by the 
«© maxims of prudential age. This temporiſing be- 
„ haviour has been productive of many and irrepara- 
ble evils, They are manifeſt, and acknowledged 
« on all hands; ſtill they are perſiſted in, to the de- 
« triment of happineſs, the diſſolution of the matrimo- 
« nial bond, the contamination of morality, and the 
« miſery of human life. I have for theſe ſeveral 
“ years loved my Antonet—yes, I will call her 
% mine—with an affection unſhaken by inſult, and a 
„ perſeverance not intimidated by contempt. Our 
« youth was alledged as the firſt impediment.” Pa- 
« tience ſurmounted it. A variety of excuſes ſuc- 
« ceeded, which ſerved to procraſtinate, to tantalize, 
« and to defeat the conſummation of a paſſion as 
7 pure as it is invariable. The retroſpect is grating ; 
„ and inſtead of thoſe; years ef chaſte, connubial 
«pleaſures which we might have enjoyed, our days 
«© have been filled 1 Increaſing ſorrow, ſolicitade,, 
2 5 care,” 
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I Weer. and walking towards the charming part- 
ner of my unbappineſs, I ſnatched her hand, and, 
eagerly kiffi ing it, ſaid, Have I, my Antonet, in 
« the warmeſt effuſions of my heart, ever uttered a 
« ſyllable repugnant to the delicacy of your feelings, 
; «© to the purity of your thoughts, to the chaſtity of 
your unſullied mind? If I have, let me plead for 
1 an immediate 8 


| «37s was ſirting—her eyes were 58 upon the 
carpet —the crimſon tint aroſe upon her cheek her 
hand was cloſe enlocked in mine — ſſlie ſaid in words, 
ſcarcely articulate, Mr. Benfield, you have long 
N 8 my _— eee requires no 

FOR e I 
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6 repitition, mach leſs confirmation. You haye not 
«« offended me, therefore forgiveneſs is unneceſſary.” 


ao {PH was-announced. This checked the * 
vour of my Wor- but did not abate my preſent plea- 
ſure. | 


Dinner PR ended, your mother and ſiſter wich- 
This happy opportunity I wiſhed to improye,. 
by faying, 60 * dear Antonet, how long ſhall we 
«© be debarred from the completion of our appineſs,. 
« by the compliance with a duty you are 1 loth to 
„ infringe ! Years have paſſed away, and we have 
yet to hope. Cruel avthaniry But chere is an 
70 alternative "doc 15 


40 Waar akernative 5 he replied haſtily, ; 


4 Tur of completing our 833 without the 
approbarign of authority.“ 


cc On Benßeld! 5 2 * t lovely afonet,. 
« do not mention it. Conſider the preſent uMhappy. 
« ſtate of our family, and I am confident you will 
% got think of adding to its diſtreſs. Time may, - 
produce what all our precaution could not foreſee.” 


7 On Antonet ! Time is 2 tedious maſter I - 
«© This was once gur bepe; he has deceived us; 


vc why ſhould. we a ſecond time put any confidence in, 
him? Let us rather ſeize him by the forelock, and 


«« improve from his tardineſs. We have long ſubmiſ. 
e ſively waited for 25 e and can: 
« not obtain it. Beſide, by Acting in 


be. 
with your inclinations, what * you to hrand 
N 5 5 2 ee With IP 
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« Moc en, very much do 1 fear,” ſhe fees 
« that were I to comply with your requeſt, I mould 
probably incur the laſting diſpleaſure of an incenſed 


4 father, as well as loſe the protecting care of a 
«a 
64 


mother, whoſe tenderneſs watched over my infan- 
cy, and whoſe anxiety is a ſhield to my riper years.” 


„ On Antonet ! in me, in me alove, expect to 
find not only the affection of a huſband; but the 
« conſtant care of a father, the tender anxiety of a 


mother to watch over your welfare, to lead you 


« with ſafety through all the thorny mazes of this 
« chequered life. Each day ſhall only add to my- 
attention. Each night in my arms you ſhall fink. 
& to reſt.” — ¶ Here I enlocked the lovely creature in- 


= my embraces, and. ſhe hid her bluſhes in my boſom]: 


Let me conjure you, as you tender your own 


1 e happineſs and mine, to comply with. my requeſt.” 


„5 


Dean Benfield,” ſhe replied, you have been 
g and thoroughly convinced of my unalterable 
| Ta Believe me, when I affert that no ſo- 
% ſicitation, or length of time, ſhall ever prevail 
upon me to violate that ſacred promiſe which I 


have voluntarily given you. At preſent, do not 


ce x a me to comply with a propoſal which would 
** aggravate a diſtreſs that. is already too a” 1 


on could—yes, I here avow it—lT could willingly 


«© prefer a life of poverty with you, to a life of the 
«<* moſt ſplendid affluence with any other. Theſe- 
« fingers ſhould: toil for our fobſiftence, theſe feet. 
«ſhould wander by: thy ſide, and when thou wert 
« weary, I would fit down by thee, and ol thee to. | 
«« reſt with a + of ſorrow. | 
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rent, My tears dropped upon her boſom—ſhe 
looked up ſympathetic feelings moved her breaſt, 
and ſhe joined in my ſoftening ſorrow : a ſolemn and 
pathetic ſilence enſued. During this tender and af- 
fecting ſcene * the door opened—and Lord Wilton 
entered. What was my aſtoniſhment ! His counte- 


— 


ward. I unlocked my embraces, and was upoa the 
point of framing ſome aukward apology for my pre- 
ſence, when my dear Antonet almoſt dropped upon 
the floor. She had ſwooned, when her father entered 
the room my own confuſion prevented me from per- 
ceiving it caught hold of her as ſhe was nn 
and ſupported her in my arms. 0 4 


load Wilton ſat down, caſting a look of ineffa- 
ble contempt and diſdain upon his breathleſs daughter. 
In this dilemma I was quite diſconcerted, and knew 
not what to do. I could not ſtir one foot from nix 
Antonet, and I wanted immediate afliftance, ' In a 


Lord, will you be pleaſed to touch the wa 7 Al- 
« fiſtance i is requiſite,” : 
He — no reply, but continued to view us wits" 
- the horrid frown which his ioward rage had en 
In this dreadful fituarioh 1 m wah my . 
fixed upon the face of Antonet, watching with” 
anxiety the firſt ſigns of returning life. She heaved 
a deep igh—opened her eyes, and ſhut them i imme- 
_—_ as if the very light were hateful to her. 


or Wikon, accompanied by your ſiſter . 
red the room, and ſeeing. us in the ſituation al- 


« 
Te 
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nance was ſtern, ſullen, and furious. He came for- 


paroxyſm of trepidation and deſpair 1 ſaid, My 


ready deſcribed, ſnrieked out, Alas ! my daughter!“ 


* 


rug DENIAT; ON, 


Tux ſound of her mother's voice arouſed her 
deadened ſenſes —ſhe looked round, and, leaning on 
my Lady's arm, walked out of the room. 


| Tax ladies were no ſooner withdrawn, than Lord 
Wilton ſaid, Mr. Benfield, you have long been ac- 


% quainted with my final determination on this buſi- 


«« neſs, and therefore to infeſt my houſe in my ab- 


ſence, is aſſuming unwarrantable liberties, and tak - 


% ing an advantage which a gentleman ought to 
«© bluſh at. Had not I been ſutficiently explicit to 
« you in your former application, this viſit might 


% have been diſpenſed with on the footing of civility, 


«© as you are very conſcious that many of my viſi- 
= tants are mm at a . diſtance.” 


EP WAS. Sieg to. . reply, but he . me by 
Aaying, An apology is unneceſlary---theinſult was 
«premeditated my purpoſe is determined: — and 


then walked. out of the room, muttering ſome other 
ſomenoes,. which I could not hear dint. | 


Pacnrvixe myſelf cha lighted and inſulted, 


left alone by way of aggravation, denied. even the 
-— privilege of replying to a vile accuſation, you may 

conclude I was not only chagrined, but violently ir- 
— mtated.._ Neceſſitated to decamp, I walked out, or- 
BD dered my horſes, and left Wilton Park in a humour 


n ee ux admit of a deſcription. 


. ew. days * this Ro Ss I 3 a letter, 
SOpF.of:whiclek have incloſed for your Derag 
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JEING Sonia to my chamber by the — 

injunctions of my father, I have ventured, in 
oppoſition to his peremptory commands, to give you 
a ſuccint account of what paſſed after your abrupt 
departure from Wilton Park. This diſobedience, 1 
hope, is the more excuſable, as the communication 
is perfeMly innocent. My reſtraints you know are 
many, and ſometimes fcarcely tolerable. I have 


fulfered them with refignation, being chiefly ſap- 


ported by the precepts and example of my anale 
patience and 


humility, hath borne with meekneſs the inſulting 


parent, who for. many years, under 


tone of obſtinacy, and the froward deciſions of an 
ill · aſſumed ſuperiority: * The effect has not been an- 
ſwerable to her deſert. She vainly hoped, that ſuch 
gentle and endearirg behaviour would in time ſoften 
and meliorate a diſpoſition long known to be callous 

and obdurate to the fineſt touches of ſenſibility. Sh 

has hitherto failed; yet ſhe ſtill perſeveres, from her 
high ſenſe of duty, to acquieſce, in a meaſure which ſne 


ſilently diſapproves, rather than to irritate a temper 


ſo impatient as my father's under the leaſt oppoſition. 


This does not proceed from paſſiveneſs, timidity, want 
of reſolution, or defect of underſtanding, but from the 
Paxeſt of all motives, a _— to EE) | domeſtic 
|  Peace-and tranquillity. 1 


She ſeldom complains; and 
Ahe does, it is in a manner ſo gentle and ſo le- 


[mane that ft is" difficult to decide, whether ſhe ap- 
2 75 8 or reprebends. Ken e _ ey ar Is 


* 
weritorious. 
333 | : 
"# 24 t 3 4 34: | 3 5 r " 
; CI 
. * <, * 


3 | 
* "I 


- 12 
* by = A 2 4 
, at” 4 . 
2 mm « * n n — ——— — R rn 2 
r 1 - Am c AP M6 6 Eo 35 70 
. » ES 2 - ©; 8 . * 9 5 r 1 — 42+ — 
A — Low * — . p 0 N 2 5 „ * 1 =O * Y 
* * 4 - ry * 2 F- r * . als £ as A; os WISE, %y . a OW al 
4 ES og P 26% es | 
712 23S -< $2 _ —_— @ au 1 SRL _— » * 
ph, 5 2 2 8 1 n 


* 


% — 
* 
Jy 3 Fay te ann 
2 3 Q 2 8 "he, 
4 . ? 
= I 


2 = Ld 
W412. 3 7 


JE EN ens co or he = 6s 


1 


— —— 
* * 2 
„„ 
LEY - % . — 

> j . 
* 2 


92 THE DENIAL; OR, 


Azour an hour after you were gone, my mother 

and fiſter were ſitting with me, when we received a 
ſummons to attend. my father in the parlour. We 

| inſtantly obeyed ; and when we entered, immediately 
perceiving my father's- brow to be overclouded, L 
took my chair with agitation, trembling for the burt. 
ing of the ſtorm. 9 


My ether then * T ea Wilton, had Oh 

<< been unacquainted with my. WLLL relative to the 

s addreſſes of Mr. Benfield, this admiſſion of his. 

<< viſits in my ahſence might have been excuſable ; 

e but as you cannot plead ignorance of my deter- 
„ mination, and yet give a ſanction to what I have 
D abſolutely prohibited, I muſt conſider it as acting 
e in diirectin g contradiction to my pleaſure, and an 
E — e am illicit amour, which may one 
* 8 day e — inominy pen your fa- 
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40 My Lord, ” replied my ON ©you; accuſe 1 me 
& as an accomplice, and of encouraging -and con- 
© mving at the viſits of a gentleman. whoſe attach- 

£ ment to your daughter has been long and conſtant. 

+ This viſit was as unexpected as it was uniooked 
8 for, and when he was announced, I could not 
TRE either with civility or propriety forbid his entrance. 
* J ſuppoſed he might have ſome welcome intelli- 
Agence to communicate eee . dear 
* 1 F t geg mort 55 


* = f 40 ee Madam,” . Gard. my bart 60 825 com- 
Rs . mand you not to mention the name of that un- | 
| _ - + grateful boy in my preſence. I have caſt him I 
by 4 5 from me—L have forgotten him. May his @n5; 5. : 
$ . . « joy ments in liſe be equal to his diſobedience * 22 
may every undutiful child meet with, that AEN 
. which will one day be his inheritance ! 3 A 
" AxTONBE. ES 
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I REPLIED, 40 It was not.” . 
- He aaa 0 May I acquit you, Sophy, of the con- 
= . < veyance of this intelligence; or have you been 
= < tampered with by your lifter to encourage a con- 
« nection which you woo I e fe * 


1 replied, ** bndeed; my Lord, I lere never 
yet diſobeyed your will, nor was I in this inſtance 
* ſolicited by my filter to convey any * in- 
formation an f 


| % 5 N 9 
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% War do 2 call improper information, So- 
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40 ws at all! * 
12 5 1 
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„Though his viſit, you ſay, was unexpected, your: 
«« approbation was manifeſt, — you would 
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2 1 n a | meaſure * 
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3 Was it he's your Ss BEN Mr, Benkeld Was 


« phy? Your anſwer is equivocal. Did realer | 
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| Tan adding himſelf any: Sako he ſaid, 
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„ not have left them alone, to concert meaſures f6r- - 
« a future intercourſe, the accompliſhm2nt of whith 
* may terminate not only to your diſſatisfaction, bit 
IM to your ſorrow and confuſion. „en was 5 


| * TEA D1D 8 ny nies replied; hs Nw | 
| ure was any impropriety in leaving Antonet in the | 


4 «2 =o „ prudence 
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% prudence of her conduct has always bank Irrepre: 
«© henſible, and ſhe hath more than once given a 
* ſpecimen of her obedience. to your commands, 
% though againſt the deciſions of her own inclina- 


= tioa.“ 


Mi father ſaid, with ſome vehemence, You are 

« always endeavouring to exculpate what you can- 

& not defend; and pray, what extenuation have you 

, for the late ſpecimen of your ſon's odedience ? It 

E 7% was, I ſuppoſe, in en to the deciſions of 
=; “ his own inclination ?“ 


Tunis contemptuous ſneer was e by my mo- 
ther with that ſilent Uſain nich it ſo any de- 
ſerved. 


Tux adreſbng kimſelf to me, he ald, « Will 
d you henceforth, Antonet, on pain of my diſplea- 
* ſure if you refuſe, forſwear all future een 
deu with Mr. Benfield 2” 


I was already ſomewhat irritated by the bitter ſar- 

Caſm caſt upon my 'amiable parent, and anſwered 
with ſome petulance, «© Your inhibition is too com- 
3 ng bord. I have oſten, previous to 
. nent, aſked with all filial humility, Why ! 
85 as prohibited with ſo much rigour from the en. 

e joyment of a connexion which L mes n 

ca FACTOR and A ni Ie 


ew 7 We an,” W 8 ſlarting 3 his 
5 ſeat, with his countenance diſtorted by fury. do 
vou begin to expoſtalate, and aſk a reaſon for what 

| oy I do ? Is not my will alone a fuffictent law for my 
8 5 children? And fhall I tamely ſuffer the e 
ES mY ſtrances of Neue the eee of a 
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«© obedience, and the frowardnefs of arrogance ? No, 
« Miſs Minx? no. And remember this, you ſaucy 

40 baggage '——advancing towards me, with his fiſt 

clenched in the attitude of ſtriking, as he ſpoke 

tthbeſe words“ remember this, if ever you a ſecond 

<6 time queſtion my authority, I will turn you adrift, 

„ in ſearch of your graceleſs brother, to wander 

„ through the labyrmths of life, expoſed to all the 

% miſeries of poverty, and loaded with the 1 

cation of a juſtly incenſed father.” 1-4 

Poox Sophy, 8 Fonds kis attitude and 

manner whilſt he articulated has laſt words, that he 
was going to ſtrike me, ſtepped haſtily betwixt her 
father and me, exclaiming, O my dear Sir, for- 
„give my ſiſter ; ſhe did not mean, I am heme to St 
hs offend pode fr * | | ” | 1 
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ieee War,“ inte he, more violent than ever, 
a triple combination! O Nature, Nature! I tear 
e thee from my heart! Out of my fight this inſtant, 
«© ye undutiful ſerpents, and remember you ſtir not 
from your ſeparate apartments, until you have Po- 
« ſitive nd to to do.“ | 
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„ Wr tle decaniped, followed by our dear mo- 
; ther, pale, tottering, and ern an inanimate. 5 
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Can ſuch be the duly of a parent? Cee not. 
Children ought to be treated as beings endowed with 
rational faculties, not as mere paſſive machines, 1 
hall certainly one day break my fetters; they are 
become intolerable. But I have a tie that will not 
___ Teadily be broken — My dear mother often requires 
- confolation—ſhe entreats me not to deſert her in her 
. preſent © calamity ; and ſhall ſhe entreat in vain? 
- "a * My duty to a parent, e — Fe 
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and tenderneſs I have ever experienced, ſhall be con- 
ſtantly etnployed in alleviating, . or at leaſt in the 
attempt to alleviate, the pain of thoſe melancholy re- 
Hections which are inſeparable from a ſtate of unhap- 
pineſs. O Benfield, condemn me not for ſuch a de- 
termination. You know my heart. The courſe of a 
little time may accompliſh all our wiſhes. . But can J 
participate of happineſs, or enjoy the leaſt glimpſe bf 
peace, whilſt my parent, a parent who never thwarted 
my inclinations without immediately convincing me 
that ſhe ated for my good, may really want my at- 
tention to adminiſter conſolation in the moment of 
diſtreſs, may ſigh for that hand which hath ſupported 
ber in the hour of bitterneſs, and ſhed the tear of 
. condolance over her deepeſt ſorrows? Can happi- 
neſs ever be my portion under ſuch reflections as 
theſe ? Remember, Benfield, you have a father. 


Josr as I had bniſhed the laſt ſchtence, Sophy 
came giggling into my apartment, telling me ſhe was 
ſure that ſhe never ſhould be in love as long as ſhe 
-lived. I aſked why. She ſaid, ſhe ſaw nothing but 

_. diſappointment attendant, upon it. My brother was 
«© puniſhed becauſe he would not be in love; you 
«© are puniſhed for being in love; therefore I will 
e live and die an old maid to ound my father, 
4 and leave the inheritance and the old Manfion-houſe 
** to ſome collateral branch of the family. I laughed 


at the reſolution, and deſired ſhe would keep it. 
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TER NN 
FROM THE HON, MR, WILTON TO MR, BENTIET p. 
SIR, 


' CEORDING to my 8 I waited upon 
Y Mr. Brooke in the evening. I found him ag 
aſual in his ſtudy, He laid down his book on my en- 
trance; and which I without any ceremony took up. 
It was Qu1xTvs CunTius. The events recorded 
« in that Hiſtorian (ſaid he) have always upon pe- 
« ruſal ſtruck me with admiration. The ambition 


e of a young Grecian Prince to undertake ſuch an 


„ expedition as the deſtruction of the Perſian Empire, 


« and the conqueſt of all Aia, borders fo much up- 


“ on. the. incredible, that if we had not authentic Ate 


« teſtations of the fact, we might pollibly have con 
« cluded the whole narration to be nothing more than, 
e hyperbolical exaggerations and Ace Gly 5 8 


ce e 


6-3 5 r 22 
4 * . * — 


: 


a * ANSWERED; 6e His victories were not Pe . 
« derful, when we duly conſider the troops by which 


_ © he was oppoſed. The voluptuouſneſs and effemi- 


«© nacy of the Aſiatics were no match for the;. cou 


rage and diſcipline of the Greeks. But the con- 


que ror, in my opinion, never appeared % gra 


r as when in the tent of Darius adminiſtering cans 


e ſolation to his illuſtrious captives, the mother and, 


i wife of the Perſian Monarch. This was f cally, 
oc: worthy. of admiration in the youthfa). Alexander! 15 


* But how long after this have we any just caule to, 


«. : admire. him? His. mad. behaviour, and frantic am- 


6  bitian, in ſuppoſing, himſelf to be immortal, were, 
not only derogatory. to ge; ic bat a Woes, 
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ful proof of the fatal perverſion of our rational 
faculties. His fival exit was perfectly conſonant 
to his conduct through life— one perpetual ſcene 
of madneſs ; and ſo little reſpect was paid to his 


memory by the companions of his viRories, that 


he was no ſooner expired, than every relation and 
deſcendant of his family was inhumanly butchered 
by ra,” in the poſthumous partition of 1 domi- 


nions.”? 


cc 1 is no more 0. a juſt hatin W replied Mr, 


Brooke, * deſervedly entailed upon the poſterity of 
te that hero who can deliberately perpetrate the 


16 


66 


c 


moſt horrid cruelties and unnatural maſſacres of the 


human race, upon the childiſh yet puerile pretence 


of adding one withering wreath to his glory. How 
many peaceable and worthy Princes have paſſed 
over this worldly ſtage, whoſe names are forgotten, 


and whoſe actions are unrecorded! - They lived 


in quiet, deviſing plans of public utility, reigning 
for the good of all, and dying with this acknow- 
ledgement from every judicious man, — that they 


lived the public benefactors of the human race. 
But this ſtill and ſober paſſage through life never 
makes that impreflion upon the minds of 1E 
Max v, which is produced by the din of battle, 
and the blood of conqueſt. Vain and inconſide- 
rate man ! thou art always more delighted with 
the blaze which would ſcorch thee when ap- 

© proached, than with the gentle heat which would 


warm and nouriſh thee ! How few, how. very 


few !” exclaimed he, '* of all the heroes and con- 


perors who have appeared upon the ſtage of life, 


"de Eſerve the honourable appellation of the F IE NDs 
of MaxkIx DI What ſlaughtered millions in 
every age have demanded * yt of the Sons : 


EI og, wit Fanbirion'? B reflection! to think that 
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& man, the image of his Maker, ſhould coolly ſub. 
% mit to the horrid taſk: of being the murderer of his 
% fellow-creatures! And for what reward? Merely 
«to ſay, that he lives in the world with one man 
« leſs than he originally found in it; the ſanguine 
'« murderer of innocence, and the baleful ſcourge 
« of the human race!“ 


Ma. Brooke ceaſed, I made no 0M 57 which 
he perceived that I withod to change the ſubject. C 


ArTes a ſhort pauſe. I faid, © The diſcuſſion of 
& any claſlical topic kas ever given me inexpre ſſible 
4 ſatis faction; but when an affair of greater urgency,” 
« and of more eee preſſes for immediate 
„ hearing, even the exp! loits of the Macedonian 


4. madman muſt be content with the ſecond place.” 


Ma. 11 Oniled. and looked upon me withal 
the es 92 true pRteroal regard. 

Icontinuer: «Yo our communication this morn- 
60 ing, Sir, relative to Olivia, has thrown me into the 
« utmoſt embarraſſment; and being a ſtranger, 1 


« am perfectly at a loſs to whom I can apply, ex- 


'« cept to yourſelf, for explanation upon a we, 
* which ſo nearly and ſo tenderly concerns me. 


He anſwered, &« As your preſent ts E 
« ariſes from ſome expreſſions which dropped from 
me this morning, I am willing to give you all the: 
intelligence I can, ſolely with a view to alleviate. 
that concern which is Wine! in 28 e de- 
40 meanour. | 


7 . 


11 


Wat I firſt came to the estas W 


| & Olivia was here, under the care of Sir Robert. She 
A Ted to be then about eleven or twelve years of 
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« age. I have reſided here- theſe ten years; From 
« the tender care ang-afectionate behaviour of Sir 
& Robert and Lady Bertram to the child, I had not 
« the leaſt ſuſpicion but ſhe was their own daughter; 


e and ſome years had elapſed before I was convinced 


« of my error. As I had my information by chance, 
« and Sir Robert and his Lady always kept a pro- 
« found ſilence on the ſubject, I thought it would be 
« en in me Parke any particular enquiry. 


% ] RECOLLECT ſome part of a Gomwerſntion 
ec which Sir Robert commenced of his own accord, 
<< wherein he informed me, that Olivia was his 
«© miece, that her mother was dead, and that her fa- 
« ther was in India. But when I interrogated him 
more minutely, he evaded my queſtions, and by 


* an atiempt at concealment, threw a doubtful my- 


e ſtery over the whole of his recital, which left 1 it 


3 One — than 1 it Was at firſt. 


"© Tux common option is {from whence it origi- 
« nated I know' not), that Olivia is a natural daugh- 
<< ter of Sir Robert, and that, having no legiti- 


mate offspring, he purpoſes to inveſt her, at his 


6 demiſe, with the ſole poſſeſſion of his whole inhe- 


. ritaace. As for myſelf, I have no private opi- 


% mon upon the ſubject; for what they MEAS con- 


* * ceal, I have no wiſhto develope.. 


4. Thus, Mr. Wilton, have I ginen you all the i in- 


44 telligence I am able, of an affair, concerning 


«© which every one who ſpeaks of it draws his own 


concluſion. This only I am certain of, and my 


on certainty I have drawn from experience, that ſhe is 
a young lady amiable in the extreme for the ſweet- 
* neſs of her manners, the gentleneſs of her conde-/ 


A ſcenſion, and the W an e 


+ « underſtanding.“ 
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I IIS I EN ED with great attention while Mr. 
Brocke was ſpeaking, and when he concluded, 1 
found myſelf embarraſſed, what to reply. He ob- 
ſerved my confuſion, and diy relieved me by ſay- 
ing, „I per: eve, Sir, your diſappointment. You 
6+ expected iv formation, where I can only give opi- 
« nion. I have not prevaricated, but have ben as 
1 explicit on the ſubject as my knowledge would per- 
* mit. To pry further, would only be the indul- 
40 gence of a enen idle if not + reprehenit- 
6, ble.”? 1 


2 ane I rephed, „I confeſs, Mr. Brooke, I am 
„ diſappointed, Finling myſelf much in- 
n the intelligence, I really expected more 
bfi information. I have not the leaft 
doubt of your candour and ingenuouſneſe; you 
have no opinion of your own, and by dir Ro? 
berr's artfully evading your interrogatories, "I an 
fully convinced that he wiſhed to miſlead yu. 
Com non Fame is frequently a common liar, and 
conſequently no confidence can be placed in her 
report. However, 1 beg of you toſake no no- 
tic2 of my ent quiries, until you know the reſult of 
my fature determination.“ . 


He aſſured me that I leh confide in his ſilence 3 
and was proceeding, when a little boy, ſomewhat 
taller than my pretty companion whom I had found . 
gathering of cowllips, came into the room and faid, 
O dear papa, come and ſee this poor woman e 

is wet and trembling ; ſhe has one baby at her 

breaſt, aud another at her 3 are Poöth 
* crying —O papa, how-they are crying! and their 
mammy ſays, they are er) ing for nunger.— Aan 


ma is out; vo papa, come and y_oUn the babies a 
ww * bi of bread.” NS. 3 gy 
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| HE 


20 1 child, ” ſaid Mr. Brookes, ec where = 


« is the woman?“ N „„ ls 3; * * 
1 * * 


: % Weir, papa, my brother and 1 Were playing, 
« and ſhe was walking along the road - the babies 


% were crying. I aſked her what they were crying 


« for? She ſaid they: ing for a bit of bread, 
for they had eat none to-day. Then indeed, 
“papa, I took the woman by the hand, and brought 
« her home, and now ſhe is ſitting by the kitchen- 
© fire. She ſaid, papa, that God would blets me 


for being ſo good to the poor. x: 


Ms. Brooke walked out; and I followed him to 
ſee this woman, who had ſtruck the child fancy ſo 
forcibly as an object of charity. We found her an- 
ſwer ta the deſcription. Mr. Brooke ordered her and 
her children ſome refreſhment, and 1 contributed my 


mite * * relief of her diſtreſs. 


5 we tek the 1 I took the little chriſtian 
by the hand, and would have led him into the par- 
lour, being uch delighted with his ſenſibility, as he 


did not ſeem to be above ſix years of age. He ſaid, 


* Indeed, Sir, I cannot go juſt now ; I muſt fee tlie 


=o babics eat tacir breakfaſt, and then I will come.” 


| 1 was really delighted to Fe the officiouſneſs of the 


5 kin#little creature, who would not ſuffer the ſervant 
| ws wait upon his gueſts, but ſerved them with every 


Fer r attentively. 


SP we were withdrawn, Mr. Brooke faid, 


4 There is ſeldom a day in :yhich he does not bring 


one or more poor objects to be ler sad; and 1 


„ his mamma chides him for it, his anſwer 5 
ec Well mamma, if vou won't ſerve them, I'll 8 


ba | T nr” 
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* half of my dinner to give to them, for? t muſt to 
« a fad thing.to he bs af | 


= 1% 


Tais little pp gave me much ſatisfaction. The 

ES ſenſibility of a child to the diſtreſs of a poor fe.low- 

= creature, is a ſevere cenſure on the conduct of many 

in their riper years. With what harſhneſs, with what 

BP abuſe, have I ſeen the complaints of cheerleſs po- 

© verty treated hy the ſons and daughters of afiiuenc?'t 
Oh! would they but think, that the only dictinction 
between the tattered haif-ftarved ſuppliant and 
themſelves is the mere external trapping with which 
they are decorated! The finery of their drefs adds 

| nothing to their merit; it often enhances pride, the 

vain ebullition of a little mind. I have Known more 
Teal worth beneath the rags of a wandering wretch 
who'begs a ſcanty pittance from door to door, than is 

ſometimes * be met with beneath the gaudy glitter 
oA ſtar and garter. Vain Pageants, and too often 
ill- applied! Ler the wearers of ther learn from lit- 7 
tle Brooke, the relative duties which they q-we to. 
their poor brethren! Let them learn to applaud the 1 
feelings of infancy, and they will ſoon bluſm for their 

OWN. 


e 
1 


Tos contents of your's and my fitters letter con- 
vince me that you are not in a much more eligible 
ſituation than myſelf, , I think, Benfield, you 
will not read:ly pay another viſit to Wilton-Pack ; 
and if I am not miſtaken, the ſullenneſs of my father 
will make my iter take ſhelter in your arms. When- 
ever it happens, I ſhall feel myſelf happy in the af- 
ſinity. But my mother! the ſufferings of my ma- 
ther grate me indeed! Could I but alleviate them, 
and add one moment of happineſs to her exiſtence, 1 1 
ould deem myſelf the moſt happy of 1 "LEM >" 
I am, Kc. 1 
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"*TET THE Xx. 


FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


FTER coolly deliberating upon the ſubject of my 


paſſion, perplexed by uncertainty, and conſi- 
.dering my preſent caſe as ſomewhat critical, I finally 
determined to obſerve how ſome little attentions, ra- 
ther more than mere civilities, would be received by 
Olivia, before I made any application to Sir Robe:t 
for his approbation of my ſuit to the lady. The 
only difficulty which I foreſaw to my reſolution was, 


obtaining the happineſs of a fit opportunity to make 


thoſe advances which I deemed expedient, and ac- 
cording to the reception of which I propoſed to re- 
1 By, future eee 


ass being duiy fettled with myſelf, 1 walked 


| 2 ardently wiſhing for a favourable juncture, but 


which 1 knew not when or how to expect. The morn- 


ing was chill and damp, the wind blew cold from the 
North-eaſt, and the air was foggy :—no wild notes 
from the hedges gave me a cheei ful welcome—2 lone 


and ſolitary chirp, now and then, from the chaffinch 


Was the only muſic I heard—the park-wall was high, 
and I teck the benefit of its ſhelter on the weſt ſide, 


to ic: een u myſelf from the chilneſs of the blaſt. 


I walked and DIE, , forming a variety of 


reſclutions, which were rejected in the very embrio, 


with my cane under my arm, my. hands behind my 
back, my eyes fixed upon. the ground, and altoge- 
ther inattentive to every object around me, when I 
heard myſelf addrefied with, 2008 morning, Sir, 
"To God bleſs you!? 


8 8 . | L Loo 


as © 


| 
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I loo Eb up, and immediately eſpied the poor 
woman whom little Brooke had, the day before, 


| brought to the Vicarage, as a proper object of cha- 


rity. She was ſitting beneath the covert of ſome 
brambles; the younger child was ſucking at her 

reaſt, the other was upon her knee, partly covered 
with the tatters of an old blue cloak: — ſhe trembled, 


her teeth chattered in her head, and every now and 


then the tenderly preſſed the poor little partners of her 
miſery to her heaving boſom. I ſaw the tear ſteal 
gently down her cheek — ſhe turned away her head 1 in 
order to conceal it. 


- 


I was moved; I wiſhed to know the cauſe of her 


ſitting there; and yet was afraid to ak her, left the 


. = 


7 


Ee might revive ſome latent and afflicting ſenſa- 
tions. She again addreſſed me with, < God Almighty 
«« bleſs you, Sir * 


I sad, « Pray, good woman, What motive 
«© prompts you to pray lo earneſtiy = me 72 


Sg anſwered, “ The pute motive, . feelings 
« of a grateful heart. Your benevolence of yeſterday 
enabled me to procure a bed for myſelf and my 
« dear little ones to ſleep on laſt night —the firſt we 
« have ſlept on for theſe three months paſt,” 


= 


A FLooD of tears choaked her utterance; a " the 


ſobbed, and wept bitterly ; again the prese her 


infants to her . boſom, and tenderly kifed the m 
both. I felt the tear riſing, an] walked a few! Merv 
from her. 

Warn I. Wasen 9 ſaid, % You 40 not teem to 
be familiar with the wretcnedneſs to which you are 
1 "it x preſent reduced. If the recollection of betty 


5 N 4, I 5 
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days, and the recital of misfortunes, be not too 


6 
«C 


c«c 


po 
CE. 


* 
64 


pungent and afflictive, let me beg of you to in- 


dulge me with the nar ration of them.“ 


SHE teplied, « I thank you, Sir, for your great con- 


deſcenſion. The recital of misfortunes and the com- 
munication of ſorrow frequently alleviate the bur- 


den of woe. I have ſometimes attempted to tell 


my unhappy caſe to perſons, of whom I have ſo- 
licited a piece of bread to ſatisfy the hunger of 


* myſelf and little ones, who have ſcornfully turned 


from me with the bitter taunt of telling me, 
Your children will ſerve you to-day, they will 
ſerve another to-morrow;“ affliction to me more 
bitter than their uncharitableneſs, and to which [ 


never deigned to reply. The very ſuppoſition that 


my dear babes were not my own, but borrowed 


with an intention of impoſing upon the benevolent, 
. eee me with the deepeſt grief. 


1 My father was a gentleman of ſma!] fortune in 
tze Weſtern parts of this county. I was an only 


child. My education was ſuitable to my expec- 


tations 3 and I was brought up with all the ten- 
derneſs and care which the ſolicitude of an at- 


fectionate mother could poſſibly confer upon me. 
When ] was eighteen years of age, I went for 
amuſement to Gi/fland Wells, a watering-place of 


ſome reſort in the North for invalids and valetudi- 


« narians, but, like all others, more ſo for the idle 


and the curious. Here I met with Mr. Moreton, 


a young gentleman of ſome figure, whoſe atten- 
tions and aſſiduities ſoon gained the eſteem and 
love of a heart like mine, innocent and inexpe- 
rienced. He accompanied me in my return to my 
father's houſe, and humbly aſked permiſſion to re- 
4 new his viſits. * * my * hefi- 755 
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« tated, and told him, he hoped he would not object | 


« to an enquiry relative to his family, his connec- 
« tions, and views in life, before he could give his 
«« acquieſcence to a propoſal which in the reſult might | 
„ involve the honour of his child. 


« Mz. Moreton readily aſſented. The enquiry 
« was unfavourable to him. Though he had ftarted 
« upon the world with a perſonal fortune of five 
«- thouſand pounds, and a real eſtate of near one 
« thouſand a year, without any incumbrance. upon it, 
“ yet his extravagance and diſũpation had much cur- 
„ tailed it; and it was ſuppoſed that his circum- 
« ſtances were much deranged. The iflue of this 
« intelligence was, his viſits were prohibited, and I 
« was forbid to hold any further correſpondence with 
« him. But the impreſſion already made was not ſo 
« eaſily effaced. Proſperity and adverſity were of 
« no conſideration with me; and I vainly thought, 
«. were I but bleffed with the man of my choice, hap- 
5 pines would be my conſtant companion! Fatal 
error! By bribing one of our ſervants, we car- 
„ ried on a correſpondence, totally unſuſpected by 
my parents, for near two months; the conſequence 
„ of which was, an elopement to Scotland, where 
„ we were married. But the golden dream of hap- 
„ pineſs ſoon vaniſhed, and I had early proofs of in- 
difference and inattention, which wrupg my heart 
£ with ſorrow, | | Ct 


Ee ESL. 
c EO OO 


© Wirnisx fix months after our marriage, my 
% mother, naturally weak and- delicate, died, from 
the ſhock which was occaſioned by my diſobe- 
* dience and ingratitude. My father, incenſed be= 
IM - hug meaſure, ſold his eſtate, and left the * >. 


. 
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« MR. Moreton, diſappointed in his views in re- 

<< pard to fortune, treated me openly with nepli- 

* gence and contempt. His extravagance increaſed, 

« and his diſſipation knew no bounds. Soon after 

© the birth of this dear little boy, I began to per- 

| c ceive, from the clamours of his creditors, that his 

; ec affairs were ſo involved as to be paſt redemption. 

I ſaw, when it was too late, the folly of my con- 

duct. I often, in the mildeſt terms, remonſtrated 

with him on the impropriety of his purſuits. His 

* only anſwer was, he was not diſſipating my for- 

% tune. This cruel obſervation always ſilenced me. 

„When I was eight months gone with child of this 

'« ſweet babe which is now ſucking at my breaſt, he 

% went out one morning. I ſaw him mount his horſe 
„The diſappeared — but never more returned. 


* Tn creditors now ſeized upon the little pro- 
„ perty that was left; and every thing was ſold, 
except my apparel, which prefling neceſſity has 
e compelled me to diſpoſe of, by little and little, to 
«© ſupport the craving calls of nature, and ſupply the 
Wants of my poor helpleſs offspring. Reduced to 
the wretched plight in which you now behold me, 
I took my children in my arms, and left that neigh- 
% bourhood where my youth had known better days. 
% A conſciouſneſs of my former expectations, con- 
% traſted with the ſhame and poverty of my preſent 
% miſerable condition, incited me to fly from thoſe 
& acquaintances whoſe 8 pity added * to 
7 * . 


4. . I wander * bouft to bouſo, from vil- 
, lage to village, whilſt my ſtrength permits me; 
and when Lam weary and faint with hunger, I fit 
i; 8 beneath the W e ſhelter of ſome haw- 

n= | * thorn 5 
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— 


« thorn hedge, and weep over my little ones, who, 
* lifting up their eyes, innocently aſk te cauſe of my 
hs ſorrow. h ; 


„ PROVIDENCE, all kind and beneficent, has hi- 
e therto ſupported me from finking beneath my miſ- 
«© fortunes, and preſerved my health, that I may be 
« able to preſerve the lives of my ſweet innocents. 
The many nights which I have flept upon a cold 
* truſs of ſtraw, the many which I have paſſed upon 
* the damp ſurface of the earth, with the bleak winds 
« beating upon my body, muſt ere this have termi- 
% nated my exiſtence, had not that God who ſuper- 
«« intends all his works, ſupported me with the hope 
«« that my misfortunes would be of no long duration. 
* gy I 4 rigid I am yet NOR « 


Sas ceaſed—ſhe wept bitterly—then fixing her 
eyes upon her children, with a look of pity mixed 
with the wildeſt ſorrow, ſhe claſped them eagerly to 
her pan: ing bofom, and tenderly kiſſed them both, 
ſaying, Heaven provide for and bleſs my ſweet 
4“ little innocents !“ 


I rxLT for her wretchedneſs, and wiſhed to re- 
lieve it. I preſented her with a guinea, deſiring the 
would go to the ſame lodging where ſhe had been 
laſt night, and likewiſe that ſhe would meet me here 
at the ſame hour to-morrow morning. In the mean 
time, I promiſed that I would endeavour to concert 
ſome meaſures by which her miſeries might be alle- 
viated, and an end put to her preſent wandering con- 
dition. She took the guinea with a ſmile of joy 
placed it in her hand—and now looked at it—then 
looked at me, with a glance of N N — 
eee | ; 5 
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; lipenſe with my preſence, 
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AFTER a Glence of ſome ſeconds, ſhe ſaid, 1 This 
©& charitable donation will confer bappineſk and 
“ plenty, bleflings to which I have long been a 
_ © ſtranger. Accept the thanks of a grateful heart, 

and as ſoon as my little ones can liſp your name, 
% 1 will teach them to bleſs that hand which hath ſo 
« liberally contributed to the relief of their miſery,” 


Here the eldeft child threw from it the tatters of 
the cloak which covered it, and looked round about 
it. There,” ſaid ſhe, ** George, look at that 
& gentleman ; he is our preſerver, and more to thee 
«« thana father.“ | 2 oh any» 


Tre little Seat as if conſcious of what ſhe 
faid, ſmiled cheerfully upon me. He was dreſſed in 

a a frock that had once been white. His countenance 
Was pleaiing, and he ſtretched forth his little arms to 
come to me, when his mother Sd. No, my dear, 
„ the gentleman cannot take you.“ He dropped his 
lip the fmile fed from his Shuntsnance and he be 

gan to Wimper. ion | 


F rEsLT an impulſe of tenderneſs for the little 
. ſtranger, and tock bim in my arms; and whilſt I 
Was playing with him, I obſerved Olivia, and a gen- 
tleman along with her, coming towards us. Not 
aſhamed of my office, I moved on to meet them, 
Withlittle George in my arms, who ſeemed much de- 
lighted with his new acquaintance, | I had no ſooner 


joined Olivia, than my. new companion ftretched out 


hĩs arms to go to her; ſhe took him, kiſſed him, and 
ſaid, George, where is your mamma?“ He in- 


5 ſtantly pointed wich his finger to the place where ſhe | 


was fitting. We walked forward—1 perceived hy 


the obſervant glances of the gentleman, that he could 
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Warn we approached Mg, M eton, ſhe imme- 


3 diately informed Olivia what I done, who aſked me, 
if ſhe had informed me of her misfortunes ? I an- 
ſwered, that ſhe had. She aſſured me of their rea- 
lity, and taking ſome ſilver out of her pocket, ſhe 

addreſſed the gentleman thus: Now, Mr. Long- 


ford, let me add your five ſhillings to theſe, to 
give to this worthy woman, to buy bread for her 


children.“ 


„% Wyar,” anſwered he with much precipitation 
give her five ſhillings! Why, my five ſhillings and 


your five ſhillings make ten ſhillings ; and ſhe ſays 


this gentleman has given her a guinea, which 
would make one pound eleven ſhillings—a fine 
morning's work for 2 beggar, truly! No, no, 
the poor-rate is too heavy already. My eftate 
pays above fifty pounds a year to ſupport the poor, 
I have written ſeveral times to Sir William Miles, 
our repreſentative, perſuading him to have the 
poor- tax repealed, which if he do not, he ſhall 
never more have a vote from me, nor any of my 
tenants, and J have fifteen of them.“ 


Bur, Mr. Longford,” returned Olivia, © don't 
you remember that precept in the ſcripture which 


ſays, He that giveta unto the poor lendeth unto the 


Lord!“ 


Cc 1 cnn. ? replied he, I recolle& it now; 
P 


and you know 1 can refuſe you nothing : but de- 


pend upon it, if Sir William do not repeal che 
Poor- tax, I will keep my word with him. There 


is the money, I cannot refuſe you but I muſt ſay, 
A it 15 a good morning's work.” 
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Tut poor woman received the preſent with a 
thouſand thanks, took her children in her arms, ard 
walked from us. 


THE dbrgtick of Mr. Longford's harangue, A 
ſtrangeneſs 1 in his manner, his correctneſs in calcula- 
tion, and Olivia's freedom with him, all conſpired to 
make me eye him attentively. My curioſity was 
raiſed, but his officiouſneſs entirely deprived me of 
an opportunity of immediate enquiry. He talked 
inceſſantly, ſometimes. of the poor- tax, ſometimes of 

marriage; then he would drop the ſubject, and 
ſnatch hold of her hand, to lead her iafely paſt a 
ſtone or a mole-hill. I ob/erved he r2ceived no check 
for his aſſiduities. Sometimes he diſcourſed very con- 
ſiſtently; at others, 1 thought 1 perceived a wildneſs 
in his expreſſions, for which I was at a loſs to account, 
except from ſome intellectual derangement. 


We came to a gate; I ſtepped forward to open 
it: he told me that was his buſineſs, as the lady was 
this day under his particular charge. I looked at 
Olivia, as requiring an explanation: — ſhe looked 
grave, but made no reply, I was much embarraſſed, 4 
and could form no concluſive reſolution how J ſhould 
behave towards my very officious rival. 


4 "4 Wirn a view to arreſt her Atettig d I faid, 
| “ Pray, Madam; how long has this poor woman been 
<3 an 17 of your e er . 


* 


A8 replied, „% About fix n Mr. Wilton, 1 
% Your geoerofity was well-rimed.” ci | 


I caucnr her eye fixed upon mine—T returned, 8 
with ſome ardour, and I believe a figh eſcaped me, 
20 oe 
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Does this trifling incident merit your praiſe, 
«« Olivia!“ | 


She heſitated, as under ſome emotion, before ſhe 
ſpoke 3 and then anſwered, ©+ What can be more 
«© meritorious than to relieve the indigent, to allevi- 
« ate the preſſing load of penury, to cheer the 
% drooping heart, and diſpel the boding fears of 
“ craving hunger and depreſſive want.“ 


WarilsT ſhe was ſpeaking, her face was turned 

from Mr. Longford towards me. I caught the words 
as they fell from her lips ; I was agitated, and eageriy 
caught her hand. I prefled it; ſhe. gently drew it 
from me. I obſerved her looks her countenance at 
the inſtant was placid, ſerene, and compoſed—no- 
thing forbidding, nothing repulſive. ,, 
_ DuxlINns this little interval Mr. Long*ora: Has 
frequently attempting to gain her attention, but ſhe 
ſeemed to hear him not. At laſt he Exclaimed, 
„Vonder come Sir Robert and Lady Bertram!“ 


Tais exclamation diſturbed my reverie, and 1 
obſerved them at no great diſtance. This was the 
firſt time, Benfield, 1 ever wiſhed for their abſence. I 
found J had no reliſh for their company, no, nor for 

any other except that of Olivia. I was” abſorbed in 


theſe thoughts when they approached. 


Lady Bertram ſaid, The day is damp and chill; 
there is no. pleaſure in walking. Shall we haye the 
_ * favour of your company to dinner, Mr. Wilton?” 
1 pleaded an excule, and took my leave. 
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LETTER IE 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAMB.. 
21, 
NM Y reaſon. for declining the invitation of Lady 
- 1 Bertram was, that 1 might have immediate 
leiſure fer the proſecution of my paſſion with the 
deareſt object of my ſoul. The incident of the day 
had added fuel to a flame already too predominant, 
I was vain enough to think that ſhe did not view me 
with an eye of indifference. I recollected and weighed 
every trivial inſtance of our late interview; how ſhe 
evaded the officioutnels of Mr. Longford ; her at- 


tention to me when 1 addreſſed myicif'to her; and 
how N ſhe drew her band from me without a 


tren. When all theſe weighty reaſons were corg- 


bined, they ſufficiently nn. me of ey future 
ſucceſs. 


Asal I des with bl what is there 
in all this beyond mere civility and conimon com- 
plaiſance? This interrogation 9 chilled the 
e of wy ere 


Irn began to deliberate upon the effeQs of 
gen an attachment. My father's imprecation re- 
ſounded in my ears, and corroded the little happineſs 
'F enjoyed. Mrs. Moreton was a lively evidence of 
1 dreadful effects of diſobedience to Patents. 


8 Olivia, the charming Olivia, appeared 
in my mind—ſhe ſtood before my eyes with all the 
exquiſite grace and wen lovelineſs peculiar te 


herſelf. £3 
IX 
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I an inſtant, all deliberation, my father's diff , 
_ pleaſure, and Mrs. Moreton's diſobedience, vaniſhed 
from my thoughts, and Love, triumpaant Love, 
reigned without a rival. I reſolved to apprize her of 
my paſſion, 4 immediately wrote the following 


letter: 


„ To W133 OLIVIA BERTRAM. 


XII MADAM, es 7 

6 AN addreſs of this nature from a perſon who is 
« almoſt a perfect ſtranger, and has only reſided in the 
„ neighbourhood for a few weeks, may not a little 
6 e you. 
„Tus ſhort intimacy, the few obſetracions I 
«have been enabled to make, have convinced me 
« of your perfeftiont—perfeQions, which have ſub- 
„ dued and captivated me. 


„Tus ſenſibility of your nature, the Use , 
„of your ſympathiſing heart, will teach you not to 
{© treat with diſdain a young man who is already but 
„too well acquainted with the pangs of miſery and 
the agonies of wretchedneſs. That tranſcendant 
© worth, that becoming lovelineſs, ſo conſpicuous 
in all your conduct and demzanour, which I adore 
„ and admire, will never, I hope, be exerciſed to 
© torment, by a cool negle& or faltidious contempt, 
“ kim who is unhappily deſtined, by a wayward for- 
* tune, to drink from tae bitter wp of 2 wy 
fortune. dog . 
* Turns is a peculiarity i in my preſent caſe which > 
. requires a verbal explanation. This, I ſhall em- 
9 1 "8 | TG wick brace | 


116 | THE DENIAL; OR,. 


„ brace the firſt opportunity to develope ; and at- 
*“ tempt to unfold, to your entire ſatisfaction, any 
„ myſterious veil or unfavourable imprefiion which 
« may have ariſen from my appearance in the North, 


« BELIieve me, my deareſt Olivia, when [I aſſert 
% I am actually unhappy. Unhappineis drove me 
from my home, from my parents, from my friends, 
*« from every thing I wiſhed for e and with- 
«« out you condeſcend, in your wonted complaiſance, 
to ſoothe a flame which is as pure as ever agitat-d 
.** the breaſt of a mortal creature, my retreat will 
only add a ſhade to my diſtreſs; ma. was before but 
* too ſombrous and melancholy. 


« LET not precipitancy think it a deception, when 
l aſſure you that my family is noble, and I the un- 
happy heir to the title. What ſome will deem as 
5 Ae! uz, 2nd others cenſure as Aagrant diſobe- 
« dience, is the principal cauſe why I have had tie 
real happineſs or the real woe of being honoured 
% with your acquaintance. O let your deciſion, in 
* this important conjuncture, be as favourable be 
* as benignant, as the inherent goodneſs. of your 

«heart can dictate | Commiſerace, my Olivia, com- 
* miſerate if you cannot encourage, a paſſion which 
e is inſpired by a merit ſo generally N 
2 and probably unequalled. 


1“ ſcribed, I do not wiſh to draw you into any illicit 
cc. practices, or ſolicit a correſpondenc?2 without the 
te previous conient of your honourable parents Sir 


« Robert and Lady Bertram, 


* Tnouon I love with an ardour not eably de- 


« Is all the corroding illuſions of doubt and ſul- 


6 Pence, of diiidence and 8 I ſhall await the 
> | | 08 * Live 


4 
* 
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« iſſue from your benignity, which ſtamps my fate 
« jrretrievably for extatic happineſs or. confirmed 
« miſer 7. 
ä « J am, with the ſincereſt love, 
„ Your humble ſervant, 
| «« H, WILTON. " 


Wren I had finiſhed this epiſtle, a peruſed it 
over and over until I was weary of blotting, altering, 
and interlining, I perceived, inftead of adding to the 
original ſketch, I only obſcured and made it more un- 
intelligible. I thought it was not written with all the 
fire or with all the ardour which a young lady might 
expect from a captive to her charms ; yet when I re- 
feed upon Olivia's apparent candour, the particu- 
lar turn of her mind, diſcoverable from her common 
converſation and | occaſional incidents, I concluded 
that a rational diſcovery of my paſſion would be 
more congenial to her diſpoſition. than all the frivo- 
lous effuſions, the trifling ebullitions of rapture and 
extacy. * 
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Havinc Enally- come to this ee eee aond in- 
ſupe rable obſtacle preſented itſelf to my imagination. 
This was the ſafe and ſecret delivery of my letter to 

. the hands of Olivia. To entruſt it with any indivi- 
dual whom I was altogether unacquainted with, 
might not only lead to a diſcovery, but likewiſe to 

procraſtination, A diſcovery ſo obtained might in- 
duce Sir Robert to think very unfavourably of me, 

for attempting to pervert Olivia from her duty. Pro 
craſtination, in my . preſent cafe, could only add to 


my anxiety, and which, 1 wiſhed, if run te 
e 199 


** this perplexity, I vidhlrad to . to NS: 
: Cale this exenings. and watch for a lucky opportu- 
3 nity 


1 . 
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nity he I might deliver it with ſafety and ſecrecy 
to herſelf; and if any miſcarriage ſhould intervene, 
it was ſolely to be imputed to my own miſmanage- 


ment. 


When I arrived at Bertram Caſtle, I was wel- 
comed, as uſual, by the cheerful congratulations of 
Sir Nobert and Lady Bertram. — 


M. Longford and Mr. Feng were there. I 
addreſſed the latter gentleman, who returned my 
compliment ſo very formally and coolly, that it at- 
trated the obſervation of the lively lady of the man- 
fion, who, with a vivacity peculiar to herſelf, ſaid, 
«I think, Mr. Fennell, you ſeem to have no great 

«<< defire to cultivate an acquaintance with our neigh- 
& bour Mr. Wilton. He is a ftranger, Sir, and as 
< ſuch ought not to be received with the ceremonious 


4 5 of a jealous oye.” 


''T as laſt words of this ſentence were expreſſed with 
Aa peculiar archneſs of manner, which often conveys 
a ſting, when nothing more than a little harmleſs hu. 
mour is a deſigned. | | a+ 


O 


Ma. Feonel coloured Olivia locked rather dif- 
a atfled—whilt Mr. Longford” ſaid, I am jealous 
« of no man, for I am certain of getting the poor- 
«tax repealed, and of marrying Olivia; and then you 
know, Sir Robert, Mr. Fennell may cat all his 
% hares himſelf; for when Olivia is my wife, I will 
not allow her to rms one gle bone of. them.” 


8: 


982 ben ſmiled, a Lady Bertram ſeemed to 
enjoy the diſtreſs of Olivia, and the apparent con- 
fuſion of Fennell, who replied, with a ſarcaſtic tone, 


* To treat any gentleman wu the ceremonious re- 
V1: 5 > 66 e , 0 


A 4 
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« ſpect of a jealous eye who is a perfect ſtranger, 
« waoſle family and connections are totally unknown, 
« and whoſe appearance among us is ſomewhat equi- 
«« vocal, would * the 9 be deemed pru- 
« dence.” 


Hex E, throwing, .one leg over. the other, he 
looked round with an air of conſequence, while I re- 
torted, A ſtranger demands civility, and, if a gen- 
6 tle man, politeneſs, from every individual capable 
« of the accompliſhment. Civ ility is an eaſy carriage, 
« but not ſo eaſily diſpenſed with in the common in- 
« tercourſe of life. If the beggar who requeſts a 
« morſel of bread to allay the cravings of his appe- 
' © tite, aſk it with civility, he ought to be gratified 
or denied in the ſame ſtyle, otherwiſe he enjoys a 
_« viſible ſuperiority over the perſon to whom his civil 
« requiſition is made. And though I am a ftranger, 
and my appearance in the North ſome what equivo- 
4 cal, I dare venture to aſſert that my family and 
& connexions, though at preſent unknown, would 
« not bring diſlionour, by any alliance, on any 
« houſe in the county. As an individual, I have en- 
i deavoured to deport myſelf with ſo much caution, 
« as to avoid giving umbrage to any one; and by ſo. 
doing, I conceived my behaviour even exacted a 
c return of common civility. I have in this inſtance, 
nas often before, been diſappointed.” 


Hers Sir Robert wiſhed to make fome obſerva- 
tion, but was ee by a call to ſupper. 
IL rx a 
Tos ren changed, and took a general 

turn. Sir Robert was cheerful; Lady Bertram, by 

her hilarity, endeavoured to ſpread good-humour 
. amongſt her gueſts ; Olivia was ſerious, ſolemn, and 
compoſed ; but Mr. Fennell was downright ſullen, 


n 2 , . 4 5 - n 
„ 7 ; " ” 
+ 2 „ 
* a 


3 


120 THE DENIAL; OR, 


and Mr. Longford chattered inceſſantly, while no 
perſon but = of ſeemed to > Pay him the leaſt atten- 
tion. 3 
ö 

1 was anxious for an opportenity to execute my 
intended ſcheme ; and was agitated between the ex- 
ultation of hope and depreſſion of fear. The table 
was drawn held my letter folded and crumpled in 
my left hand, ſo as to be imperceptible to any eye. 
Attentive to every motion of Olivia,” I hoped to de- 
grave even the obſervation of eagle-eyed Jealouſy. 
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 Ot1via moved—her handkerchief dropped—1 
was alert, took it up with my left hand, and dex- 
terouſly conveying my billet-doux into it, politely 
1 it co her: ſhe curtſied, thanked me, and 
MI Weben trepidation made me very iba. I 
alonè was conſcious of an action which ſtrict rectitude 
might condemn, An unlucky accident might produce 
a diſcovery, when ſhame and confuſion would be the 
inevitable -conſequence. The ladies withdrew—I 
was ſomewhat eater ;—but ors. 20812 I took my 
leave. 
* 3 7 | Tam, Kc. ; 
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LETTER XXL. 


FROM THE AME TO'THE SAME, 


» n; 


HIS morning, with my mind perturbed, and fear- 
ful leſt any unlucky accident might have hap- 
pened, I went to wait upon Mr. Brooke; one mo- 
ment being determined to acquaint him with my pro- 
ceeding of yeſterday ; the next retracting the deter- 
mination, and refolving to keep the ſecret to myſelf, 


and patiently await the iſſue. From a conſciouſneſs | 


of the impropriety of the tranſaction, I often wiſhed 
myſelf in the ſame ſituation I had been in yeſterday 
morning at the ſame time. I dreaded the event. I 


reviewed the whole occurrence -I condemneg my- 


ſelf for precipitation—and I wiſhed to be able to un- 
do an action which I had performed laſt nightin an 
inſtant of time, with all the precaution and warincſs 
which love and prudence could dictate, _ 


sven is the inconſiſtency, ſuch the coftability 07 


man in his chequered progreſs through the mazy 


labyrinths of life! Ever ardently endeavouring to 
attain the fancied Happineſs, which fkims befare his 
fight like a viſionary phantom, enticing, yet eluding 
his moſt eager purſuit, he at length acknowledges 
the deception ; while every year, nay every 


day, preſents a ſtanding memorial of a vigorous re» 
newal of this fantaſtic chimera. - Even the accom - 
Bo plimment of his wiſhes yields no real ſatisfaction to 


his active mind. He revolves,” he plans, be perſe- 


deres in the execution of a premeditated ſcheme — | 


. the illuſion; his folly for an 
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hour ; yet reſolves to. purſue the ſame round with 
as much avidity and ardour as if he had never ſipped 
from the bitter cup of inſtructive experience. Thus 
time imperceptibly flits away thus life poſts forward 
on its little journey; whilſt man, the giddy child of 
inconſideration, ſeldom begins to think, until the 
race is over, and he drops into the cold and dark 
aperture of the ny grave, 


sven was the train of my thoughts, and the per- 
turbation of my troubled mind, when I arrived at 
the Vicarage. 


I rFouxp the worthy paſtor heat employed 
in the inſtruction of his eldeſt ſon, a boy about ſix 
years of age. The little pupil attracted my atten- 
tion and excited my delight by the quickneſs of hi; 
_ apprehenſion and the vivacity of his remarks. He 


Was of a brown complexion, his features ſmall, his 


eyes black, lively, and piercing. He held a TELE. 
Mach us in his hand, in which he had been reading. 
His father was aſſiſting him to recapitulate the princi- 
pal events that are contained in the book which he 
had peruſed, and pointing out to him, with clear- 
neſs and preciſion, the danger and deſtruction which 
the youthful hero muſt have experienced, had he 
liſtened to the ſeductive enchantments of the goddeſs 
Calypſo; when little Brooke ſaid, © Indeed, papa, 


66 J think it was unkind 1 in Telemachus to leave her 


*. fo. ſoon. Calypſo ſaved him and Mentor from 
«© ſhipwreck, when they mult have periſhed ; and it 
e was very ungrateful to leave the uland, where they 
had I thing they wanted,” 


Hs RE Mr. Brooke entered upon an elucidation of 


1 the ſubject, convincing him, that had Telemachus 


| | Dm : e with ä he would W have 


been 


* 
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been drawn into all manner of vice and effeminacy— 


would have forgotten his intention in leaving Ithaca, 
the ſearch of his father Ulyfles as well as his expoſure 
of his mother Penelope to the daily inſults of a law- 
leſs rabble,—and would himſelf have been inſenſibly 
loft to all emotions of virtue and glory. He entered 


not into an expoſition of the allegorical meaning, as 


he told me he deemed it above the child's comprehen- 
ſion ; and concluded by ſaying, “ I hope, Charles, 
& you will be as dutiful to your parents as Toles 
« chus was to his.“ . 

8 adfwered,- as he 450 his n «© In- 
* deed papa, ſhould you be loſt, like Ulyſſes, I 
& would travel over the whole world in ſearch of 


& you, and never return home until I had found 


64 TORS 


Ms. 8 with a true paterpal fondneſs, kiſſed 
his child, recommended him to the protection of 
„ and told him his leſſon was finuhed. 


c HARLES laid his book down and walked out, 
I took it up, and perceived the following verſes 
written upon the blank leaves at the end of the vo- 
ume. After I had peruſed, I begged Mr. Brooke's 
permiſſion to tranferibe them; and being pleaſed with 


the moral, melancholy ſtrain which pervades them, 1 


| ſend them to you, from a conviction that you will 


receive che ſame pleaſure as I have, from the- N \ 


"* 


ON A FAVOURITE CHILD, SIX MONTHS 01D: 8 


O navey BABE | Joun happy be 
In this thy ſtate of infancy, _ 4 8 
When joy and hope, and hope and j joy, «1 
By turns, thy parents breaſts as E 
3 2 ; G 2 | ru, 
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Tals ſoothes and cheers for labours done, 


That end not with the ſetting ſun, 


But, through the darkneſs of the night, 
Tho' ſleep be fled, yet gives delight : 


'THrar ſmooths the ſting of haggard ſtrife, 


Amidſt the buſy ſcenes of life, 
When carking thoughts, and bleeding throes, | 
Spring freely in this vale of woes, 


- 


O «EM thou never feel 3 


Attendant on a parent's prayer; 


The father's joy, the mother's hope, 


When fondneſs gives to fancy ſcope ; 
The ardent wiſh, that ſees the child 


On the high top of favour pid; 


The ſtarting fear, the gloomy frown, 


Wich ſee him tumbled headlong down, 


Amidf the grins of ſneering hate, 


That ever warp this mortal ſtate, 


oF . 


O LoveLY babe, wilt thou, when time 


Has led thy years up to their prime, 


Repay that care, thoſe daily taſks, „ 
Thy helpleſs infancy now aſks ; : 
Nor e er forget thoſe ſleepleſs nights, 


Thoſe weary days, and ſoft delights, 
When clinging round and cloſely preſs'd 


T o thy fond e panting breaſt? 


Wire thou, when hoary Age has EI 


His ſilver froſt upon my head, 
Guard and protect thy verend ſire, 


3 When on the bed of death I lie, | 
Wilt thou then cloſe my fainting eye, 


And give that care my wants require, 
And ſhield me with that filial awe 


Congenial to great Nature's law 'S 
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And, the laſt duty I ſhall crave, | 
See me laid in the clay-cold grave? 


Waar ardent pleaſure intervenes, 
When I behold theſe happy ſcenes 
In Hope's gay mirrour If they? re true, 
I'd bid this world a kind adieu. 


urn 1 bas near the concluſion of my anf 
tion, I heard a gentle rap at the door. Mr. Brooke 
attended—the door was ſhut behind him heard a 
whiſpering in the paſlage, Mr. Brooke re-entered, 
and ſeating himſelf opphte to me, juſt as E had 
finiſhed, he ſmiled upon me, and ſaid, Mr. Wil- 


« ton, I have received a letter, with a price 


« requeſt to deliver it to no one but yourſelf ;” 


| the ſame time nn it to me. 


power of articulation was denied me, and I had not 


> 


* 


No Das had he Welle than ud tremor 
ſhook my whole frame—I felt my face glow—the 


the preſ ence of mind to take the letter which he 
held in his hand, He perceived my agitation, and 


deſired me to recollect, that it was a lady who was 


ny correſpondent. 


TuS gentle raillery ruficiently recalled my 


: * 1 
=_—— 4 4s. 4 W N 8 x "op, 4h A ** 
= NES ———— 0 r Y 2 5 4 * >" - Hh acts 2 4 L ry 
5 n e n * * . FT L : > . . * Ws 1” 
> 5 r ö 4 r * 2 b Jt : a 2 NE | 
4 4 2th {OY 2 * _ . 1 NN i | : 
© He SY =. "Sig rs, n . * Ty Tis # —_— — _ = 8 r g 
8 8 2 C * 5 Je 7 "na# 2 ot 2 — A 


. 2 
S thy + 
e 


* 
2 
. * 
e 
A 
£ 


8 
n n 


clouded reaſon, and I replied in a faultering tone, 


« I hope Mr. Brooke will excuſe my weakneſs—it 
«© ig a natural, and, I affirm, a virtuous one. It is 


e the event I dread, not the reception of this letter, 
—taking it out of his hand, and minutely examin- 
ing it;“ may the contents be as favourable as I | 
© wiſh them, for thereon, reſts my future peace! 


5 Mx. Brooke then :nformett me, that it was Ou. 
Nia who rapped at the door, and delivered this letter 
10 him, deſiring him expreſsly t to intruſt i it to no ou Cn 
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* . a benign condeſcenſion and | ſpeedy an- 
& ſwer,” I ſaid, “ was infinitely beyond my moſt 


e ſanguine expectation ; and if it contained a final 


« diſmiſſal, I was ltimately—But Heaven. and Ol:- 
6c via be 1 * 
I BROKE the ſeal, and mu the following anſwer 


to mine of yeſterday, which as a confidential ſecret 
1 intruſt you _ > | 


| TO. MR. WILTON, 


113, 6 


70 Ab TER T eie to my 3 laſt night, 1 


1% was very much ſurpriſed, on pulling out my ; "oy | 
% kerchief,. to ſee a lettef drop from it. Upon exa- 


„ mining the ſuperſeription, 1 perceived the writing 
*« was unknown to me. Finding it ſealed, and en- 
6 deayouring in vain to recollect the receipt of a 


K 


% your complaiſance in preſenting me with my hand- 
* kerchief, and immediately the whole myſtery was 


Ger 


Oy I au not 10 vain as e pete that I poſſeſs any 
of thole external perfeRions ſuperior to the rel: 


of my ſex, to which you ſay you are become : 


. * captive, and which yon ſo liberally aſcribe to me. 


% Flattery is a ſyren, infinuating and. deceptive, 
& which hath intoxicated many a female votary, and 


led her often unwittingly into the paths of fatal 
error and the deſtructive ſnares of vice. She cap- 
5 2 beguiles: — her breath is pernicious, 


nd frequently lulls. the: exedulons ligen into a” 
tal ſecurity. 8 


1 5 Kuen 


letter lately, my ſurpriſe encreaſed. After the 
, peruſal, I was fill at a loſs to conceive how. you 
bad managed the conveyance, until I remembered 


1 
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| rat a woman is addreſſed by the artful 
« powers of ſuch an aſſailant, it is a duty incumbent 
« upon her to weigh with deliberation, not only 
& every ſentence, but every word, before ſhe begin 
« to make the application, which may not only be 
« exroneous from our own partiality, but may be in- 
« ſtrumental in leading her aſtray from the paths of 
c rectitude and filial duty. Though this is what 
«*we ought all to do with the utmoſt caution, yet in 
* general, ſo agreeable and ſo ſubtle is the poiſon, 
« that the unwary falls a victim to deluſive falſehood, 
« and finds too late, when Experience holds the 
& mirror, that ſhe no longer enjoys her boalled 


40 power of err and redemption. 


ce Wirkwaven peculiarity may be in your caſe, I 
« have not the leaſt objection to hear, but abſolutely 
« proteſt againſt any further correſpondence without,  * 
the actual permiſſion of Sir Robert and Lady 1 3 
« tram. This they expect from me as my dat WM: EET 
« owe it to them; and I hope I ſhall never ap- 85 
point that expectation, which is founded on affect 
« tion, and ſupported by the nn bonds of beg 
_« cred friendſhip. | | . 


- ** 
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© You ſay your family is noble, and that you are 

ee the unhappy heir of it. The nobility of a family. 

&« is certainly honourable, but I muſt aſſure you, 

& that with me it is no inducement. The little 

* knowledge which I have of life, the little expe- 
 rience I have had in the purſuit of happineſs, have 
convinced me, that Happineſs is not always the 
* concomitant of Opulence, nor Diſcontent the child, _ 
& of Poverty, We may often behold nothing more, Z =—_ 
£3 4e than a ſplendid miſery in the midſt of affluence; 5 24 = 
7 4. and ſee Peace, with her handmaid Health, in the... MY a 
ta humble ſcenes of rigid E Wy itles may con- Fl x; 1 9 
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ce fer diſtinction, when obtained as the reward of 
& merit ; then they are truly noble, and add a real 
“ luſtre to the wearer ; but when they are the mecd 


4 of ſervility and Spende; they only ſerve to 
«© make diſhonour more flagrant. and demerit more 


= 8 88 X . 


Ir is not my wiſh to add to your unkap%ineſs, 


This is a cruelty 1 never can practiſe; but the 


% myſtery which caſts a veil: over a great part of 
your letter, muſt be unravelled before you can ex- 
< pect a more explicit declaration, or a further cor- 
* reſpondence, TO 


0 OLIVIA.” 


4 


WII EN oo opened this letter, the aviation of my 


N u. Brooke, from a e en with 


1 Sind. the tremor of every limb, and ſome other 
bpperative cauſes, caſt ſuch a ſhade before my eyes, 
that I actually could not ·diſtinguiſn one line from an- 
- Other,” I withed, ſach was my anxiety to know my 
"Tate, to take in the whole contents at one ſingle 
glance. When my viſion became perfect, I read it 
_ over On over, and was Teens to my * 


de cconomy of the human mind, was ſolicitous to. 
relieve my perplexity, by withdrawing my attention 


from a fubje& in which I was totally abſorbed. He 


aroſe from his ſeat, came towards me, and ſaid, 


« Mr. Wilten, the morning is . ture 


. wears her richeſt livery—ſhall we partake of the. 


, fragrance of the fields, aud enjoy thoſe, rural, 


Lo 


_& fiveets which add a pleaſing emotion to the mind, 
8 and che * of health to the body?“ 
7 IMMEDIATELY recollected my NINE Is Wich | 


Mrs. en. We 11 Drift "The ED | 
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tt notes wile? were in ſympathy with my ſoul. As 
we advanced, my pretty black- bird ſaluted us with 
his wonted ſong. Sing on,” ſaid I, © thou artleſs 
« warbler, happy, thrice happy, in the poſſeſſion 
« of all thou defireft—time brings not care, and 
« nature ſupplies thy wants.” 


I Hap my eyes fixed upon the little object of my 
expoſtulation, when I was addreſſed by a female 


voice. I looked round —it was Mrs. Moreton. 1 


apologized for having diſappointed her, and aſked 
how long ſhe had waited, 


Sus anſwered, her time had been —_ em- 


5 ployed, as Miſs Olivia had been with her a grear 


part of it. 


I THEN e into a converſation with a cod” 
woman, in the concluſion of which I ſaid, << 1 re- 


« queſt you will eontinue in your preſent ſituation. 


for ſome little time, until I can think of ſome= - 
thing more eligible for your acceptance, and de- 
« pend upon me for the peo of * * Te . 


Els ones. 


i 


Ss E anſwered, < Your goodneſs and ee”: 
« can only fepay with thanks, and the real effuſion.” 


* of a laſting gratitude. When that fails in me, let 


«© your beneficence be withdrawn, and may I be re- 
cc garded as a wretch who 1 18 an of commiſe-" 3 


ic ration. uo 


GORE held out his lttle arms—1 ranks Hitt N 1 
8 was better dreſſed than he was yeſterday—he 3 


. of it—and with all the ſimplicity of artleſs 
ion 


TRE, 


pcence held up the ſkirt of his frock for me td : St 2 
Vat. 1 6 ir, at which he ſeemed * . 
8 8 . 
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1 Fi BAH; on, 


wa 


Mae. Moreton then informed me cha our liberal 
donations, as ſhe pleaſed to term them, had enabled 
her to clothe her little innocents, to provide for their 
ſubſiſtence ſeveral weeks, and had ſpread a ray of 
conſolation over her mind to which ſhe had he been 
à ſtranger. 


1 pur. another piece into George s hand; he 
gazed at it, and admired the brightneſs of its * 7 
and I added, that if it ſhould be agreeable to Mr. 
Brooke, I would meet her from time to time at the 
Vicarage, when ſome plan might be concerted for 
her approbation, which might contribute to her caſe, 

and ſupply her wants in the time to come. 
; - 
Ma. Brooke aid, 3 1 ſhall be oy: to be an en- 
« courager of ſo laudable an undertaking; the mo- 
4 tive is benevolence, and the object humanity.“ 


| 80 HE thanked as; whilſt tears of 3 ſtreamed 
5 down her cheeks. 9 


"; Sus departed. We walked further in the ſweet 
| 1 of the Weſtern breeze. 
| | I am, &c. 


* 


T2, EETTEAR W. 
FROM MR. BENFIELD TO THE HON, MR, WILTON» 


SIR, 
HE purport of your laſt lothers diſcovers the 
ſtate of your mind. From the firſt mention of the 
| 20 I ſuſpected your partiality ; and my ſuſpicions 


Ry 


Are now confirmed. 1 am apt however to conclude, : 
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whatever her fortune and expectations in life may be, 
- it will be impoſſible ever to obtain your father's ac- 
quieſcence. He is now ſo refractory, ſo jealois of 
his authority, ſo dictatorial in his commands, that your 
worthy mother is abſolutely forbid to mention your 
name in his preſence; and my dear Antonet is con- 
fined a priſoner, without one individual of the family 
daring to intercede for her releaſe. How this un- 
happy occurrence will terminate, it is altogether im- 
poſſible to conjecture; whether to the ſatisfaction of 
one or more of the individuals immediately con- 
cerned, or to the final diſgraee of the firſt aggreſ- 
ſor, who, though a parent, cannot rationally acquit- 
himſelf of every degree of culpability, at tlie im- 
partial tribunal of deliberative juſtice. The un- 
certainty is tedious and irkſome te every party, de- 
ſtructive of em, and ſubverſive. of confidence. 
5 8 7M 
Maar can be the cauſe of ſuch a wide diff 
between the ſentiments of youth and the opinions of 
age, in the important article of marriage? Both are 
ſuppoſed to be endowed with a degree of reaſon ſuf- 
ficient-to direct them through every other path of 
life; but in this, there is too often a variance of ſen- 
tintent, which frequently terminates in confirmed dif- 
guſt and a laſting ſeparation, Fatal difference ! that: 
parents and children, whoſe intereſts ought to be ans 
ſeparable, ſhould be diſunited and alienated from one- 
another through the baneful influence of intereſt or 
ambition, is really pitiable. But ſo it has happened, 
and where connections are to be formed, families: ſup- 
ported, and poverty ſcreened, by the intriguing vie s 
of avarice, the faſtidiqus pretenſions of pride, and 
the humiliating cringes of abject ſervility, it will f6- 
1 A continue to ie to the lateſt wo of time. 1 25 
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T the midſt of theſe moral, or, as ſome wil 


term them, unduteous obſervations; I had a!moſt for- 
got the ſubject which I meant to communicate, 


A PEW days ago, E had the pleaſure of a viſt 
e a Mr. Bowman, a Serjeant at Law in one of 
tmqe Inns of Court. We were ſchoolfellows, and the 

cloſeſt intimacy, formed on the broad baſis: of reci- 
procal kindneſs, has. through life-uninterruptedly ſub- 
fiſted between us. You have frequently heard me 
mention his intellectual acquiſitions and unſullied in- 
tegrity in terms of the higheſt approbation. He has 
been a ſon of adverſity, but by unwearied diligence 
and indefatigable perſeverance has at length at- 
tained to eminence in his profeſſion. He has. often 
told me in the modeſt. exultation of an. honeſt heart, 
that, conſcious of a want of opulent connection, and 
ain independence to enable him to puſn forward 


2 5 * * 
2 


"through the buſy labyrinths of the law, he for years 
after his inauguration ſaw nothing but penury, gaunt 


8 and perilous. penury, ftare him in the face; but. 
+ that'being determined to proceed, his. application be- 
dame more vigorous, his progreſs. proportionably ra- 


pid, and he foon had the triumphant ſatisfaction to 
Dehold many. competitors, who began their career 
with potent friends and independent fortunes, lagging 
far behind 1 in the arduous purſuit. 


5 Wir N this companion of my early years I ex- 
pected to have paſſed a few happy days. My ex- 
pectation was vain, my diſappointment mortifying, 


nee both you. and I were involved in the eventful 


feries of his information. T recollect one of your 
Etters, in which you expreſſed. a with that this. jour- 


N 2 to-London. might not prove. ominous; and by 


wafh you ſeem to have anticipated the artful de- 


> ns of . —_— father; enraged * ee 
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lads of common decency—enraged at his children 
for daring to think, to act, and exert thoſe powers 
with which the Creator of Man hath endowed them. 
He is now attempting to entail infamy, ſhame; and 
poverty on his offspring, merely becauſe the world 
pronounces them to be n. andy more judicious than 


himſelf. 


E a M not bleſſed, Wilton, with your philoſophic turn 
of mind; for when provoked and ill treated, I muſt. 
retaliate, When inſulted and irritated, even by the 
father of my friend and miſtreſs, I cannot ſhield my- 
ſelf with the paſſive tameneſs of Stoical apathy, ſo as 
to bear it with patience, and fit down calmly under 
the preſſure of apparent ignominy. No; my reſo» 
lution recoils at the attack, my patience diſdains the 
unjuſt reproach, and I feel myſelf uneaſy under the 
injurious inſinuations of a man whom I once clteemed, E 


_—_ he is. the parent. of my dear Antonet.. 


| You will ay Iam angry; but what is the cauſe· 
O Wilton, pardon my warmth ! I am hurried on by 
the indulgence of paſſion, by the perturbation of 
ſpirits which the machinations of inveterate malice 
have inſpired, and in which nog only your preſent 
happineſs. but your future welfare is deeply. involyed.. 

Tarzse digreſſive ebullitions, the emanations of 
an ill- governed fury, your candour will, L.truſt, for- 
give. Vou know I am apt to take ſire at ill treat- 
ment, and I have more than once received it from. 


your father. e | 33 
Arzt the uſual congratulations of abſent friends, 
Ze Mr. Bowman aſked. me, with a very ſerious look, 
And a tone of profound gravity, if I was acquainted - 
5 wb Ive — of Wilton. * anſwered him in 

8 ther 
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affirmative, he told me, that he had received a viſt, 

at his chambers, from the Earl upon very important 

buſineſs, for the proſecution and completion of which 
he had undertaken the preſent journey. 


SURPRIZED and alarmed at this, I ſaid, with 
much earneſtneſs, Pray, Mr. Bowman, may I pre- 
* ſume, upon the ſtrength of a long friendſhip, to 
£ enquire the nature of this nal important buſi- 
* neſs 1 


He very gravely replied, Why do you enquire 
*© with ſo much earneſtneſs? If you will anſwer my 
6 interrogatory wgenucufly, I may probably ſatisfy 
you in 1 turn.“ | 1 


I THEN ed him, without the leaſt reſerve, 
of my long. acquaintance with the family, of my in- 
timate connection with your ſiſter, and of my expec- 
tation of being hereafter united to it by the moſt ten- 
der of all N 


He re "Ms with a ſmile, All this, Mr. Benkield, 
was efore 29 an acquainted with.“ 
72 2 
I Looks eagerly on him—he ſaw my ſurprize, 
and continued, I perceive your ſurprize at what L 
«© have ſaid, and muſt. inform you, that I am come 
82 e from London to fruſtrate all y you 8 8 


8 tations ns af ſuch ; an e 


- 


F AROsE from my 3 in ah emotion—while 
Bowman, retaining the ſame gravity of countenance 
—adjuſting his wig with both his hands, and throw- 
Ing himſelf careleſsly back in his e ee to 


* 2 1 
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Arzu I had paced a few times acroſs the floor, 
he ſaid, * Mr. Benfield | * 


I LOOKED at 1 and al his muſcles had 
relaxed a little, and that ſome ſmall degree of riſibi- 
lity was viſible upon his countenance. | 


« T PERCEIVE,” he continued, “ your emotion, and 
© wiſh not to add to your ſolicitude, but rather to 
« alleviate it, if my interference could operate with 
« ſo benign an influence. To anſwer your queſtion, 
“J inform you, as a confidential friend, in whoſe 
« boſom I have often repoſed my ſecrets without the 
*« leaſt dread: of their being. improperly diſcovered, 
* that Lord Wilton waited upon me to conſult. me 
on the poſſibility of cutting off the entail of his 
cc eftate, in order to difinherit his ſon, whom. he 
te termed the moſt diſobedient of children, and be 
thereby impowered to reward his daughters in pro- 
portion to their. duty. I expreſſed my doubts of 
& the poſſibility of perfecting ſuch a deed without 
© the voluntary conſent of his fon, as heir at law; 
© but he defired I would wait upon him at Wilton- 
© Park, to examine the inſtruments by which the 
* eſtate is ſettled ; adding, that if his ſon would not, 
* for a certain pecuniary conſideration, give an im- 
© mediate acquieſcence, he ſhould live and die under 
the horrid imprecation of a juſt] ly INE parent.” 
oh F 
Mn. Bowman deſcribed to me, that he expoſtu- 
| lated gently with him on the returning affection of a 
parent, and the renewal of duty in a child; but 
that he loſt all temper, and replied, I came here, 
Fir, for advice on a legal queſtion, not to be die- 
72 =, * tated to upon the duty of a father. I havealready 
+ * apprized you of the attachment of my eldeſt 
Ah; daughter, which if ſhe continue, the ſame 1 
1 my 2 


3 
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©. nal denunciation ſhall be her marriage portion: 2 
« ſcorn to connive at the diſobedience of my chil- 
% dren. If they do not /ove me, I am determined 
« to make them fear me. He then aſked Mr. Bow- 
man to take a journey to Wilton-Park on the buſi- 
neſs propoſed, promiſing that he ſhould be amply re- 
warded for his trouble. Mr. Bowman conſented, and 
Lord Wilton immediately took his leave. 


. ArTER my friend Bowman had given me this in- 
telligence, and delivered his opinion on the imprac- 


ticability of legally executing. what Lord Wilton ſo 


urgently deſired, our converſation became too gene- 
ral to be intereſting to you. I exacted a promiſe 
from him, however,. that he would inform me of 


every meaſure that ſhould be adopted in the proſe- 
cution of this unnatural undertaking ; having firſt 


convinced him of the propriety of ſuch a conduct, 
from the cruelty of a father attempting, under the 


fanCtion of law, to deprive his children of their pa- 
- trimonial inheritance. He cheerfully acquieſced with 


my arguments, and ſoon after departed for Wilton 


5 Park. 


# 


Hayz T not ſufficient reaſon to be angry, and to 


| animadvert with ſome ſeverity on the behaviour of a 
father who can thus deliberately. adopt a meaſure, 


which if executed would involve his ein in in- 


5 evitable ruin? 


a 


1 ſovereign,. thou tyrant, of the crea+ 


| tion ! why this perverſion .of thoſe. faculties. which 


the benevolent Creator of the univerſe: hath beſtowed 
upon thee to diſtinguiſh and exalt thee ſo ſuperla- 


tively above all thy fellows of the duſt? Go to the 
- foreſt, to the ſavage herd, and learn affection; learn 


| . Endernels to Which the callouſneſs of thy diſpes- = 
To "_ - 32 


I” 
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{tion is too often a ſtranger | Go—But what comes : 
here ? A letter !—I know the writing, and pant for 
the contents; which when I have peruſed, you ſhall. 
likewiſe participate of the pleafure- or ſolicitude 


which they convey. 
a 1 a 1 am, &c. 


LET FTE 


FROM THE HON. MISS WILTON TO MR, BENFIELDs 
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SIR, 


AM yet under impriſonment, without one hope 
of a ſpeedy liberation. But not being prohibited. 
the uſe of pen, ink, and paper, I ſhall employ ſome 
of my vacant gies in acquainting you with every 
material circumſtance, that happens in our diſtracted. 
family, and of which I am faithfully apprized by the 
alfectionate afliduity of my dear mother, and the 
unalienable regard of my ſympathizing filter, My 
honoured mother !—T ſee her aMiQtion ; her. ſorrow - 
is conſpicuous through all her attempts to conceal it; 
many a heavy Ggh eſcapes from her heaving boſom, 
ſwelled with the deepeſt grief. Abſorbed in the gloom. 
of anxiety, ſhe ſighs. out her ſolicitudes, whiiſt by a 
ſudden recollection the endeavours in vain to recall 
them. Her uſual hilarity is fled, her former cheer-. 
fulneſs is dwindled to a forced ſmile, and her health, 


15 Og * * 


i 


ITI 15 melancholy change is apparent to all the, 2 
- family ;—every ſervant is conſcious of it; and they. 
--xecite their fears to each other, with tears in their 


les. on the approaching fate of the beſt of miſe. 


4485 8 ; wheRt my father, N by his prejudices, 
treat. 


vo 
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treats her with the ſame ſuperciliouſneſs which Hath 
fo conſpicuouſly marked his character through life, 
Hateful taſk | but juſtice compels me thus to deli- 
neate the deportment of my parent, whom Religion 
and Nature teach me to obey. Fear is a ſlaviſh prin- 
ciple, the companion of guilt, and is too frequently 
exacted by the votaries of overbearing authority. It 
may command ſervility, but © can never meet with the 
ſmalleſt eſteem. 

As ſoon as my father arrived from London, my 
mother met him at the door with the ſmiles of; joy, 
and gave him a welcome home. He ſullenly thanked 
her, and haſtily paſſed by, Surpriſed at the cool- 
neſs of this reception, ſhe followed him, after a lit- 
tle interval, into the parlour: the enſuing ſcene you 
know already. After my recovery ſhe returned, and 


a ſolemn ſilence enſued. To manifeſt his indifference, 


my father calmly hummed a tune, and when kindly 
aſked after his health ſince his departure, he never to 

much as vouchſafed to look at the dear enquirer, 
but careleſsly continued. his tune, | 


Tove wrung to the foul with his contemptuous 
behaviour, ſhe affected not to obſerve it, but ſaid 
with a tone of complacency, & My Lord, had I been 
1 acquainted with your intention of viſiting the me- 
“ tropolis at this ſeaſon, I ſhould have taken the li- 
* berty to trouble you with the management oi ſome 

6 little buſineſs I had to tranſact 0 e.“ 


* 


Hs anſwered, “ It Was, 8 Adly, purely to 
* avoid ſuch a trouble that I did not deem it requi- 
e ſite to give you any previous ee of * de- 
48 « pargure.” | 


Sus. 
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sur replied, © It would not, my Lord, have been 


» much, and you might have completed it in 


* the ſpace of a few minutes. I ever thought it my 
« duty to inform you of the moſt inſignificant of my 
« movements, in order either to receive your orders, 
or to obey your inhibitions,”? | 


Hz retorted, * The duty which you boaſt of, you 
« have with a vengeance inculcated into your chil- 
« dren, who, with an effrontery unparalleled, have 
« oppoſed themſelves to my determinations, which 


« you and they ought to have acceded to with readi- 


« neſs and ſubmiſſion. Henceforth, let not the word 


« duty be proſtituted by ſuch a ſervile acceptation as 


=. 


« confers diſgrace upon the term, and duplicity upon 
«thoſe who artfully pretend to ſcreen their machina- 
« tions under the Spratly of ſuch a vell. ” | 


«] HOPE,” replied my mother, you 4 not with 
to inelude me under the odium of this general cen- 
«tare PV” 


He returned, „ include every one who hath 


ever had the audacity even to expoſtulate with the 


« juſtice or propriety of my opinions. I expected 
they ſhould have been final and concluſive; but 
* you, by illicit praflices and wilful connivance, 
have inſtilled the cordial of ſelf-approbation, and 
„ cheriſhed the ſeeds of diſobedience with ſo much 
ſucceſs, that hole offspring have actually riſen 
„into am nee rebellion againſt me. But I will 
be revenged ; I will have an ample and a full re- 


venge upon the degenerate ingrates! who, ſpurn- 
ing my advigg, and rejecting my counſel, have 


_ * plunged them e into ſuch an unfathomable ahyfs 
15 SY as all your fine-ſpun' artifice-ſhall never be able 10 
Ta extricate them from.“ . | RE 
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8 red indiftin&t by his vehemence, he aroſe from his 
Sir, and abruptly left the room. | 


city which ought to be reciprocal in the marriage 
i terchange of ſocial delights and unabating affec- 


_ «© pliance with all his demands, would, in time, have 


was my morning and evening prayer tothe Allwiſe 
« Difpoſer of Events, that his mercy might be ſo 


40 Henry, my Antonet, and my Sophia, finally ſet- 
* peace, re oped my ſoul into the hands of her Crea- 
t 


< tor, and le 


1 5 duſt by vou, 85 beloved children.” 


—— violently agitated, and his utterance ren. 


My dear mother came immediately to me :—her 
eyes were ſwimming in tears—the -paleneſs of her 
looks, the trembling of her whole frame, ſtartled, 
alarmed, and terrified me. She {at down by me, and 
mpeg away her tears, ſaid, „O Antonet, I am 

* truly unhappy, and have lived to ſee thoſe days 
** wherein I have no pleaſure. My marriage was 
„ unpropitious, yet I complied with the injunctions 
«© of my parents, vainly hoping to taſte of that ſeli- 


* ſtate, and which is the reſult of a congenality of 
« diſpoſition, ſoftened and endeared by a mutual in- 


«« tion, I vainly expected that my implicit acquieſ- 
« cence with your father's humours, my ready com- 


4 ſo far attracted his attention, as to have ſcreened 
«© me from inſult and the humiliating filence of diſ- 
% dain. I acted from a convictionithat-I was right, 

% and J have been fatally diſappointe O Antonet!it 


« far extended to me, that I might hve'to ſee my 
e tled in life, and then I could have cloſed my eyes in 


my grey hairs to be ſilently laid in the 


Sas pauſed—a freſh ſtream of tears dd from 
her eyes, whilſt 1 gently kiſſed them from her pallid 
3 and r te to alievia e her 


forcow. 


&- 
_ 
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Sor nx entered, and, ſeeing her venerable parent 


overwhelmed in grief, ran to her, and throwing her 


arms around her neck, kindly enquired into the cauſe 
of her ſorrow. 


4 AL.as! my children, may Heaven, when I am 
e mouldering in the grave, whither I am haſtening 
« yery faſt, bleſs you for your affection. Let reli- 
« gion be your practice, and virtue your guide 
« through life: then, if you err, you are the leſs 
i culpable ; it is an error of ignorance. Remember 
«« the inſtructions of a parent, who ever loved you, 
« and died with your names engraven on her heart. 
* —That heart, when it ſhall ceaſe to beat, will end 
« a life of miſery, —My children! O my Henry!“ 
—Here her eyes cloſed—her tongue faultered, her 
drooping head funk * was boſom, 


' In this trying | ſcene of Aiftreſs we had the preſence 
of mind to carry and lay her gently upon the bed, 


and then, as the only alleviation, ſat down, one on 


each fide of her, to weep away our forrows. 


Duni the ſilence of this careful ſcene, when 
the fineſt feelings of the ſoul were tremblingly alive 
to the ſofteſt touch of woe, the ſoothing glance of 
grief darted acroſs the bed, and added to the mutual 
ſympathy of our ſoft ſuffuſion. We fat ſilently weep- 


ing over the apparently lifeleſs body of our beloved 
parent, watching with anxiety for the return of that 


life which would, with one word, have added wings 


to our ſorrow, and ſubſtituted the ſmile of j joy in the * 


place of frowning grief. The door opened, and 
; George entered, with a ſummons for his Lady to at- 
tend upon his Lord in the parlour. I looked at him 


my tears flowed afreſ.— pointed to my dear mo- 


Her he fepped to the bediide—he looked and 
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wept.— She ſighed then opened her eyes, and aſter 
2 little pauſe faid, “ Alas ! where am I * 


How ſweet, how grateful was the ſound of her 
woice ! Our fears were inſtantly diſpelled, and hope 
returned with cheerful and increaſing rays. I replied 
with eagerneſs, «© My dear mother is in her daugh- 
«ters 9 ” 


„ Son Is praiſed,” ſaid ſhe, © for all his mer- 
*© cies, and ſhed his bleſſings upon you, my dear 
* children, for all your kindneſs !”?. 

I Trex requeſted George to go and acquaint his 
maſter that his Lady was rather INC, and had 
retired to take a Wor reſt, 


He preſently return a, and gave me two letters, 
which he ſaid his Lord had ſent for the peruſal of his 
Lady, and deſired they might be returned with all 
2maginable diſpatch. I defired George to acquaint 
my father that the letters ſhould be ſent down ſtairs as 
oon as wy mother had peruſed them. 


On ies, I perceived chat Sir George Sil- 
vertop, with a benevolence characteriſtic of him, be- 
Ing grieved for the diſtreſs of our family, occaſioned 
by the projected union with his daughter, had writ- 
ten a conſolatory letter to my father, endeavouring 
to appeaſe him and palliate the ſuppoſititious. diſobe - 
dience of his ſon. The other letter contained my fa- 
ther's anſwer. I thought it no literary plagiariſm to 

tranſcribe them, and prevailed upon my ſiſter to aſ- 
Aſt me in the venial-treſpaſs. I ſend you the pilfered 
copies encloſed, in full affurance of your tranſmit- 
ting them to my much-injured brother, whoſe cauſe 


Is Bi George — _ an honeſt energy. You will 
3 Fe | 
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perceive by the anſwer what reception his good in- 
tentions met with ;— ſpurned and derided for thoſe 
admonitory counſels which the wiſeſt of the ſons of 
men might adopt without the leaſt impeachment of the 
ſoundneſs of their intellects. 5 


My father has, for ſome days, been cloſely ſhut 
up in his ſtudy with a ſtrange gentleman ; and, from 
the ſecrecy obſerved, there 4s certainly ſome buſineſs 
of importance upon the tapis, but what it 1s no one 
of the family can ſurmiſe; though we all hope it is 
no matrimonial engagement with any branch of the 
family; in confidence of which I ſubſcribe myſelf 

Your's, e. 
ANTONET WILTON, 


P. S. My maid will convey this ſecretly to Wile 
ton-Wood, where Jane Moore, my old nurſe, reſides. 
She is engaged in our intereſt, and your future cor- 
zeſpondence will be ſafely received through that 
channel, without any ſuſpicion. - 


= 


LETTER XXIV. 


| SIR GEORGE SILVERTO?P TO THE EARL OF WIL TON. 


MY. LORD, 


JEN you. firſt W an union berwing! gr 
families, I received the propoſal wich fatisfac- 

tion, conſidering it not only unexcept gable, but 
advantageous, and honourable, On this View, 1 
Joked forward with anxiety for the completion of a 
marriage, which I hoped would bring an ingreaſe of 
* «og to my old age- Fooliſhly anticipating the 
alure I expected to receive, I formed an idea gf 
* little. 3 Playing, prattling, and 


TY | 
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lifping around my knees. This viſionary ſcene of 
pleaſure is now vaniſhed, and I am afraid my evening 
ſan will ſet in the gloom of miſery. The morning of 
my days was embittered by an unfortunate incident, 

which deſtroyed my happineſs, and left me a martyr + 
to the ſtings of inveterate woe. The dear image of 
her I loſt is written in indelible characters upon my 
heart, and can only be eraſed when it ſhall ceaſe to 
beat. 1 


Ver why ſhould I grieve, when I reflect that 
man is born to trouble, as the ſparks fly upward. This 
is the opinion of one of the wiſeſt of the ſons of Adam, 
- whoſe experience in life had taught him the vanity of 
wiſhing for unalloyed happineſs. There is only one 
path by which we can attain this with, and that is, 
by a conſtant perſeverance in the duties of religion, 
and an unceaſing attachment to the precepts of virtue, 
The latter is the invariable reſult of the former; for 
where true religion exits, there a life of virtue, and 
frequently a life of peace, will conſtantly be found; a 
happineſs we ought eagerly to graſp at, but which we 
too frequently deſpiſe, as too eaſily attainable. Re- 
ligion affords an aſylum for the afflicted, and a ſure 

refuge for the miſerable. I write from experience: 

affliction made me religious; religion brought me 
peace. | i . 


InroxMeD of your ſon's departure from Wilton- 
Park, I took the liberty of waiting upon you, ar- 
dently wiſbing to produce a reconciliation, by which 
an only and deſerving ſon might be reſtored to the 
comforts of his worthy family. This was my only 
motive; and though at that time my attempt failed 
of ſucceſs, I cannot lay aſide all hope of reſtoting 
tdrtanquillity to a family, from whom I have been in 
bome reſpects the involuntary inſtrument of alienar 


3 W - 
_ < B 
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ing ſo invaluable a bleſſing. As a preparatory ſtep, 
if it will prove in the leaſt efficacious, I hereby re- 
linquiſh all engagements, and totally give up all 
claims, which we have entered into and mutually 
interchanged, for the future ſatisfaction and ſecurity 
of both parties. Neither irritated by the refuſal, 
nor chagrined at the diſappointment of this honour- 
able alliance, I conſider it my duty, as a chriſtian and 
as a father, to reconcile, if it be poſſible, the differences 
which have happened between ſuch near relatives, by 
inducing a diſcuſſion of the cauſes by which they were 
originally produced, and which probably are not well 
under ſtood. 
I MAKE this ſacrifice the more willingly, becauſe 1 
conſider youth like a ſtream, which when pure and 
limpid affords an exquiſite pleaſure in beholding its 
ſurface ; but when ruffled by the winds, it becomes 
turbulent and deformed: inſtead of deriving plea- 
ſure from the proſpect, we retire from it in diſguſt. 
This I conceive to be truly emblematical of the mind 
of youth. When it is unruffled by contending paſ- 
ſions, we experience a pleaſure in the contemplation, 
and more in the enjoyment of that ſerenity which then 
ſurrounds it. But when it is enraged by oppoſition, 
or treated faſtidiouſly by authority, that internal im- 
pulſe of freedom which the God of Nature has im- 
planted in the human breaſt, riſes with diſdain, and 
boldly ſpurns at the reſtrictions which a too ftrift obe- 
dience would exam. 


Ler us conſider, my Lord, that you and I were 
once young. Let us reflect, that we enjoyed the 
ſame rational faculties wich which we are now en- 
dowed, though not matured by experience, nor 
bronght to perfection by the mellowing hand of time. 
Tus conſideration, 1 hope, will ſomewhat extenuate 
i. 1. 5 ne 


— 


F 
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the /uppoed criminality of a ſon, whoſe merits I have 
heard you dwell upon with delight. Granting that 
this ſingle treſpaſs is the reſult of raſhneſs or even of 
diſobedience, yet why ſhould a ſingle crime, and that 
ſurely a pardonable one, for ever aſienate a deſerving 
child from a father's affection? O my Lord, were our 
Almighty Creator to mark in the extreme whatever 
we do amiſs, how ſhould we expe&t forgiveneſs 
at that tribunal before which we muſt all one day ap- 
pear. The divine mercy is a precedent worthy of 
our imitation ; and though from the imperfection of 
| our natures we may fall infinitely ſhort of ſuch an 
8 example, yet our endeavours to imitate it will be me- 
ritorious, and our advances finally rewarded. 


I nor your Lordſhip will pardon the preſump- 
tion of a man who cautiouſly wiſhes to adviſe, yet 
&reads to diftate ; whoſe chief aim is the diſſemination 
of peace and good will; and who wiſhes to act to all 
mankind as he would be acted to. 

F Im, * 


G. SILVERTOP. 


* 


LETTER XXV. 
= FROM THE EARL OF WLLTON TO SIR GEORGE 
SILVERTOP. 

„ r 
IME receipt of your extraordinary epiſtle I ac- 
I knowledge, and muſt acquaint you, that I am 

not accuſtomed to be dictated to upon the ſubject of 


or 


my 


I xx0w 


a _ 
- * 
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I x xow that I have been young, Sir George, and 


Hkewiſe know that I am now advanced in life; but 
this knowledge I had obtained previous to your very 


officious interference in an affair concerning which I 


have taken my determinate meaſures, and from which 
I am firmly reſolved not to deviate, in compliance 


with the buſy of any ä in- 
divi dual. | 


Hap I aſked your advice, I ſhould have received 
your counſel with that deference which 1s ever due to 
the obligations of friendſhip. But as this intruſion 
was voluntary on your part, you muſt not be ſur- 
priſed, if it be received with that neglect and indrf- 


ference which is the juſt reward of ſuch unwelcome 


opinions, I am not conſcious that any part of my 


conduct, ſince the commencement of our acquaint- 


ance, could warrant ſuch an interference; and I maſt 


ſeriouſly reprobate the determinations of any man, 
who implicitly concludes that I am incapable of do- 


meſtic government. Such concluſions are generally 
formed upon miſtaken principles, and probably upon 


_ falſe appearances,« fince nothing is more obnoxious to 


error than thoſe opinions which we venture to enter- 
tain with reſpe& to the private conduct of other 


men. The truth of this obſervation, the experience 


of every day will confirm ; and you muſt acknow- 
ledge, that different men ever had and everwill have 
different opinions concerning the ſame ſubjet. Am 
I to incur the reproach of criminality, becauſe I have 
not preciſely the ſame view of things that you have, 


or do not ſee them through the ſame perſpeQive-that 
vou do? Am I to regulate my thoughts by the 
criterion which you may deem juſt and right, without 
being permitted to draw my own concluſions ? I have 
| -litherto ſuppoſed myſelf a rational being, endowed 
: _ the fame intellectual faculties as my fellow. 
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creatures, and capable of determining what is right 
and what is wrong, eſpecially in affairs which relate 


| particularly to myſelf. This ſuppoſition, however, is, 


I perceive, now called in queſtion; and you take the 
unwarrantable liberty of boldly telling me, that I am 
incapacitated for ſo arduous a taſk, I am, however, 
hardy enough to dare to deviate from the wiſdom of 
our reſolutions, and inform you, that my forgive- 
neſs of my ſon's diſobedience ſhall be, if ever, a vo- 
-Juntary a&, and not extorted by the officiouſneſs of 
any individual in the univerſe. By this determina- 
tion to think for myſelf, I do not ſuppoſe that I 
tranſgreſs any of the fundamental principles of religion 
or morality, whoſe chief view in their primitive eſta- 
bliſhment was the inculcation of virtue, and the prac- 
tice of every ſocial duty. Religion is very expreſs 
in teaching obedience, not only in children to their 
parents, and in ſubjects to their governors, but re- 
quires it generally from all inferiors to their ſuperiors; 
and ſhall I incur the diſpleaſure of the Divinity 
for a ſtrict exaction of what he himſelf hath taught 
us as an immutable and unerring law? To an- 
ſwer in the affirmative would be a downright 
i abſurdity, and yet I think the whole tenor of 
.your doctrine diſplays a perfect congeniality deduci- 
ble therefrom. Religion is venerable, but it ſhould 
never be made a tool of to ſcreen the principles of 
_ diſobedience, which ever originate in the deſtructive 
dictates of immorality. Let us revere and re- 
ceive her precepts with an implicit ſubmiſſion. Cavil- 
ling is the road to error; to examine too minutely 
what Infinite Wiſdom has enwrapped in myſtery, is to 
plunge into the blind abyſs of os and to wan- 
der without a sade N 
\.. | 
8 You fay you are willing ti to neliaquida all engiige- 
ments, and give up all the claims, which we had 
5 ur entered into ; but why would you make 
2 virtue 
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virtue of neceſſity? You muſt be very confident 
that they are all annihilated by my ſon's abſolute re- 
fuſal to fulfil them. But this I can aſſure you, his 
obſtinacy ſhalt coſt him dear, and he may live to rue 
the day when he refuſed to give his hand to your 


daughter. In this inſtance, Sir George, I ſhould 
have thought chat my age, my rank, my family, 


might have ſhielded me from impertinence; and pre- 


vented you from obtruding with ſo much * 
a memory of my propoſed alliance. 


sur ros the propoſal did originate with me, the 
completion of it, you are well aſſured, would have 
added dignity to your family, if mine had received 
no derogation. The antiquity of my houſe is well 
known, and its celebrity ſuch as would reflect an ad- 
ditional luſtre, by an union, on the nobleſt in the 
Britiſh. annals. Then why remind me of my pro- 
poſed alliance? The obligation on my part was cer- 


tainly more than mutual ; it would have conferred ho- 


nour, and ſuch an acquiſition was much more than an 


overbalance for any pecuniary conſideration that could 
have been received. 


Ava E fcious mortals may reprehend my concluſions; ; 
but real dignity is generally of too fine a texture to 


be perceived by the groſsneſs of their optics. In this 
View of the caſe, my pardon would be a work of ſu- 
pererogation ; for voluntary preſumption is always 


ſure of creating diſguſt, ſeldom of conciliating re- 
ſpect or e | 


WILTON. 
H:3. LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 
FROM THE HON, MR, WILTON TO MR. BENFIELD, 


HE peruſal of your laſt packet bas” given me 
great concern, not ſo much from the important 


intelligence of your friend, the generous Mr. Bow- 


man, as from the melancholy deſcription of my ve- 
nerable parent's affliction. | 


O uy mother, forgive : me for being, though in- 
voluntarily, the inſtrument to your diſtreſs } Could [ 


have foreſeen. this ankappy event, I would gladly 
_ have facriteed g own =eage to our comfort. 1 was 


4 ſtranger to my father's inflexibility, and that harſh- 
neſs of diſpoſition which embitters your days, and 
brings forrow upon your gray hairs, O forgive me, 


| forgive your truly unhappy ſon, and let my Protent 
penitence atone for my paſt inconſiderateneſs ! The 
day may come, and propitious Heaven grant it to the 
earneſtneſs of my wiſh, which may not only alleviate 


your miſery, but add a . of real joy to brighten 


your ſetting ſun. 


Tux reſtraint ander Which my ow is kept is 
indefenſible, for I cannot perceive any offence which 
ſhe hath committed ; but if I be not miſtaken in my 


_ * conjeftures, it will not be long that ſhe will remain 


in durance. I know her ſpirit, and I know her reſo- 
lution. There is but one tie—it is, to be ſure, a 


very important one. There are however reſtrictions 
at Which the meaneſt ſpirit will ſpurn with 3 F 


tion; 
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tion; and when the moment of retribution comes, 
remember, Benfield, you treat the fair, the generous 
fugitive with that kindneſs, with that affection, which 


ſo noble a ſacriſice demands. I know the open ge- 


neroſity of your nature, and that ſuch a eaution is 
totally unneceſſary ; you will therefore ſmile at the 
anxiety of a brother, who, as you ws believes you 
worthy of his ſiſter's love. 


Tak communication of Mr. Bowman has not 


alarmed me. The conduct of my father ſince my 


departure from Wilton-Park has taught me to expect 
the worſt from his harſhneſs and obſtinacy, and has 
inured my mind to meet with fortitude the ſevereſt 
ſtroke that malice or misfortune can aim at my devoted 
head, But ſince you have engaged this honourable 
lawyer to apprize you of every movement in this ini · 


. quitous proceeding, if there be a poſſibility of its 


accompliſkment without my approbation or conſent, 
I think it a duty I owe to myſelf and family to 
attempt to fruſtrate it by a ſolemn appeal to the 
higheſt legal tribunal, If I ſhould be unſucceſsful, 
I foal patiently fit down under my diſappointment, 
and, with all the reſignation and reſolution of the 
chriſtian and the man, repreſs the unavailing figh, 
and tacitly drink the unpalatable draught. The taſte 
of poverty at firſt may be ſomewhat bitter, but cuſ- 
tom, that ſweetener of every evil, will ſoon render 


it familiar, if not agreeable, 


| NaTure is an indulgent nurſe, and wherever we 
ſurvey. her operations, whether in the animate or in- 
animate creation, we are immediately ſtruck with the 
regular economy which pervades the whole. We 
ſee a warmth. of affection reſulting - from mere in- 


5 ſtinct, which puts the human race to the bluſh. The 
relative duties between parent and offspring are ex- 
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empliſied by the niceſt diſcrimination, and might af- 
ford an inſtructive leſſon to the boaſted children of 
reaſon. Even in the inanimate creation we may trace 
ſuch diſtinctive order, and regular progreſſion „ thro? 

every vegetative operation, through every incre- 
mental function, as ſtrike the mind of the inquiſitive 
obſerver-with wonder, aſtoniſhment, and awe ! Man 


alone is retrograde.—But the very idea is derogatory 
and . 


ConribExr of your vigilance and caution in an 
affair which ſo nearly concerns my prefent and future 

welfare, I can with more ſatisfaction to myſelf remain 
here, in the eager proſecution of a ſcheme on the 
favourable accompliſhment of which depends my pre- 
- fent peace. From the immediate communication of 
the intelligence Mr. Bowman gives you, I ſhall with 
the utmoſt prudence and reſolution regulate my own 
determinations, either to remain a ſilent ſpectator of 
the futility of my father's attempts, or commence an 
| 5 en mor to fruſtrate them. 


I now return to the recital of my own important 
purſuits. The morning after I received the letter 
from my dear Olivia, I was torn and agitated by a 
diverſity of concluſions. I was: abſolutely forbid to 
attempt any further correfpondence, without the pre- 

vious approbation of Sir Robert Bertram; and whe- 
ther perſonally, or by letter, to acquamt him with the 
ardour of my paſſion, or to employ the worthy Mr. 
Brooke to perform this difficult taſk, was what I could 
not ultimately determine. Perplexed by the variety 
of projects which aroſe in my mind, I walked forth, 
convinced that when the turbulence of my thoughts 
ſhould have a little ſubſided, I ſhould deviſe more. hoe 
rionally, and 1 2 more wiſely. N 
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- #0 * . 
1 eee 1 
We. Wl * * 25 


2 0 # * 2 


+ Tax expanſe of heaven was clear, grand, and mag- 
niftcent; ; the weſtern breeze was warm and delight- 
ful; the fragrance of the bloſſoms, opening to the 
morning ſun, was cheering, agreeable, and extatic. 
The little warblers ſweetly trilled their oriſons, and 
ſeemed to hail my preſence in their unfrequented re- 
treats.” I walked ſlowly forward, abſorbed in con- 
templation, wrapt in the profoundeſt reverie, unable 
to conclude on any ſatisfactory procedure. My eyes 
were fixed upon the refreſhing verdure of the fields, 
when I was ſuddenly, ſtartled by the ſound. of fome 
5 prattling voices, and, looking up, I perceived Oli- 
via with the two little ſons of Mr. Brooke buſied in 
the bottom of a hawthorn hedge, in the examination. 
of the neſt of my pretty ſongſter. RN | 
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Tut incident, trifling as it was, afforded a favour- 
: able opportunity; but I felt a. ſudden chillneſs .over-. 
ſpread me, which riveted me to the ſpot. I endea- 
voured to mates up ſufficient reſolution to move for- 
ward; but inſtead of reſolution, à violent tremor 
ſucceeded, and I actually thought myſelf. in the 
higheſt paroxyim, of a fever. 


＋ 


Hlow⸗ long I continued in this * of e 
or how long I might have continued, is uncertain, 
had not the ſhrill voice of my pretty cowſlip= 
gatherer arreſted my attention, and, recalled my 
ſcattered ſpirits to their wonted functions, by crying 


out, . Miſs W Miſs Livy, We 18 W. 
% Wilton 1˙ 


2 
— e 


SAR eee. 


3499 - 4 * « $ 


ws * AWAKED, as. from a trance, * though con- 
ſcious of my h ae walked to the little 
n. 1 > 2 Lo ns. 


\ "4 
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Vrom my approach confuſion was viſibly depicted 
on the countenance of Olivia, whatever might be 
the cauſe, whether from being caught in ſo puerile, 
yet innocent, amuſement, or from the preſence of a 
perfon who ſo lately had made a diſcovery of the paſ- 


cane had triadlet” in his boſom : 


however it was, I was certain of my own emotion. 
We were both filent. 
Mr eyes were fixed upon the lovely object: 


whenever ſhe raiſed her's from the ground, they met 
mine, and immediately her face was overſpread with 


à erimſon ſuffuſion, which added a grace to her natu- 


| 
| 
[ 
4 
- 
4 


ral beauty, faſcinating and irrefiſtible. 


Isen involuntarily, but found myſelf altoge- 
ther incapable of communicating what I felt. I ſtep. 
ped nearer—and ventured to take hold of her hand. 
The touch was electrical, and my heart ang pulſe 
me quicker from the effect. O Olivia,” ſaid I, 

« may I crave your forgiveneſs for this "0g 
* ous encroachment on your rural N * 


Sur anſwered, < You have not offended me, and 


8 co wy forgiveneſs f 18 unneceſſafy.“ 9 


'1 nEPLIDD, Have I then the exquiſite plea- + 


A ſure of pouring forth in your preſence the ardour 
of a flame as pure as a human 


« breaſt 2” 
Sun rejoined quickly, * Hold, Mr. Wilton, I: 


* have already apprized you of the terms on which 
* can admit of your addrefles ; = ere e 
nes of thoſe terms is apparent, and I hope your. ts 
18 8 — Convince you of 


de priet ,, 
. „„ 


the impro<- 
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« priety there would be in liſtening to ſolicitations 
« which my duty and my honour may ſeverely repre- 
a hend.“ 2 


Irzir the aſcendancy of her argument; its in- 
fluence quite unhinged me; and I was framing an an- 
ſwer, when an unwelcome viſitant accoſted us. | 


« I pERCEIVE, Madam, it was not fit that Sir 
« Robert and Lady Bertram ſhould know of your 
« retreat this morning; your aſſignation was of ſach 
« a nature as ought to elude enquiry.“ 


Ar the brutal aſperity of this ſarcaſm, Olivia 
darted a glance of ſovereign indignation and contempt, 
but ſaid nothing. 


1 my eyes with a look of diſdain on us ſa- 
tiriſt. This was no other than Mr. Fennell, who 
added, Sir, you are no ſtranger to my pretenſions to 
* this lady; your illicit practices therefore deſerve 
« the ſevereſt animadverſion.” 


« PRETENSIONS! illicit practices ?” exclaimed 
Olivia, walking off with her little companions, and 
darting a look at him which at onee cſplayed 117 

ſcorn 57 5 contempt. 


Me. Fennell was preparing to follow her, ber 7 
called to him, Stop, Sir, your conduct and ex- 
0 Pane, 3 ſome nene 


IE 


Wie nov turning round, he replied; 46 "Nang? 
= Sir, none; and then walked away, in n 
; "event _ . of + wi IN Ar 8 
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TRE paſſiveneſs of my behaviour, Benfield, may 
| probably add courage even to cowardice, and ſtimu- 
late him to a repetition of deliberate inſult. | But re- 
petition may arouſe what the utmoſt valour cannot al- 
ways oppoſe. Although Lam not vindictive, yet I 
am not over-patient under the preſſure of repeated 
W-treatment.. wy am, &c.. 


LETTER XXVI 


- - A E i ; 
| FROM THE HON. MR. WILTON. TO MR. BENFIELD,. 


$18, 4 


ME more I reflected upon the behaviour of Mr, 
Fennell, the more it appeared to me extra- 
ordinary, vulgar, and indefenſible. His motive was 
evidently jealouſy founded on ſurmiſe. The little at- 
tentions which I had hitherto paid to Olivia, and the 
predilection which I had diſcovered for her from our 
firſt acquaintance,, had not eſcaped his vigilance and 
penetration. Unaccuſtomed to the vulgarity of ſuch ſar- 
caſms, I found myſelf ſomewhat uneaſy, and ardently. 
wiſhed to wipe away the illiberality of his aſperſions 
by an immediate conference. with Sir Robert. Ber- 


tram...” 


Tais n — taken and duly weighed, I. 
walked ſlowly towards Bertram-Hall, ruminating on 
the ſucceſs of the diſcovery which 1 was about to 
make, and on which might probably depend all the 
events of my future life. I was conſcious of the pu- 
nity and fervour of my paſſion, of the integrity of 


| * views, and the rectitude of my: intentions; ; but then. 
| there 


| f N 
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there were many and weighty conſiderations which 
might deter me from the final conſummation of my: 
wiſhes, and which might not only- involve me in in- 
extricable difficulties, but even in inevitable perdi- 
tion. The proſpect before me was gloomy, melan- 
choly, and diſcouraging, without one cheering "yy 
of hope to enliven my preſent ue. en e 


0 es it 15 ate 2 man 1s thus circum- 
ſtanced, and enveloped with dangers and difficulties, 
that he hath the greateſt cauſe for a ſtrenuous ex- 
ortion of that fortitude which hath ever diſtinguiſhed 


the wiſe man. In the midſt of perplexity and vexa- 
SD of humiliation and neglect, he weighs and de- 


lberates, he reſolves and acts with that probity and, 
candour, with that calmneſs and patience, which juſt- 
ly denominate him good, virtuous and upright. Ma- 
ny illuftriofs examples of antiquity occurred to my 
memory, of men who, being encompaſſed with pe- 
rils and overwhelmed. with misfortunes, had re- 
mained collected and unconcerned, though attacked 
with the utmoſt rancour, and aſſailed with the en- 
venomed ſhafts of the moſt inveterate malice; for, 


enrobed with innate virtue, they choſe to fall her 


triumphant victims, rather than yield to the 1 open 
ous torrent of vice and immorality. n 5 


IT souOHTH for a e 3 merits 1 might 


in a fit of enthuſiaſtic ardour attempt to equal by. 


a bold and. daring. emulation; or by. adopting his 


paſſive apathy, and cool contempt of ſublunary tranſ- 


actions, behold without emotion the inevitable ruin 
of my fortune, the diſcomfiture of all my well 
laid ſchemes, the defeat of my father's avarice, and. 


3 ck of Wi. own Oe pare 
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Er Arzo, and not depreſſed, with my preſent un- 
fortunate fituation, I deemed, in this moment of con- 
templation, my involuntary exile and corroding ſoli- 
eitude rather meritorious than reprehenſible ; ſo apt 
are we to embrace the glittering baubles of deception, 

whenever they coincide with our warped and miſ- 
taken opinion! J was, at this inſtant, a dupe to my 
own imaginary conſequence, under the deluſive ſup. 
poſition that I was a willing e in the amiable 


1 of virtue. 


| How many, and even great men, both amongſt the 


ancients and moderns, have laboured under the ſame 


fallacy, and bewildered themſelves in all the inextri- 
cable mazes of error! From a conviction of the im- 


poſſibility of being wrong, and faſcinated with their 


own opinion relative to cauſes and effects, they have 
fabricated the wildeſt chimeras and given birth to the 
maddeſt conceptions of the human imagination. Hu- 


miliating thought ! that the greateſt minds ſhould be 


capable of the greateſt errors, and tranſgreſs with 
that preſumption at which a vulgar mind would ſtart 
and tremble. But a cool reflection filently whiſpered, . 
% What art thou, poor vain mortal! Thy misfor- 
tunes, if they can be ſo denominated, are of thy 
«© own acquiſition; and fince thou haſt had the auda- 
« city to commit. errors, learn r N ang com- 


* * painnot.” 


svon were my thoughts when 1 en at the 
gates of Bertram-Hall. I had frequently before opened 
them with pleaſure and with alacrity. I now pauſed, 
and viewed them with diffidence and timidity ; recol- 
lecting, that the tranſaction of a few minutes might 
involve me in perplexity and eare, in anxiety and 
ſorrow. My ſilence on this affair was optional, my 


communication of 3 it was the ſame ; but when done, a 
e 
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retractation might not be ſo eaſy. Thus wavering and 
undetermined, I entered.— I was welcomed by the 
owners of the manſion, Olivia and Mr. Fennell 


were preſent. Olivia looked ſerious and grave; Mr. 


Fennell eyed me with ſullenneſs and contempt. Sir 
Robert was placid, compoſed, and thoughtful ; 
whilſt Lady Bertram, with a vivacity peculiarly cha- 
SI, ſaid, ©© Indeed, Mr. Wilton, I am glad 

you are come; for our converſation, previous to 
« your entrance, was not only ſerious, but likely to 
tc take a diſagreeable turn. Fennell was poſitively 
« aſſerting that you are in love with Olivia, and 


4 that the voluntary admiſſion of your future viſits, 


« as an unknown gentleman, would neither redound: 
« to the credit of our prudence nor Olivia 8 de- 


4 licacy.“ 


Wir Lady Bertram. was heading. Olivia left. 
the room. 


I x2PL1eD, that the blunt freedom of Mr. Fen- 
* nell might probably be termed ingenuous and ho- 
neſt; but if critically examined. by the laws of po- 
|  Hheneſs and civility, it would certainly appear 
not only unbecoming, but even offenſive; and that 


I was not conſcious, upon the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny of 


my conduct ſince I had the honour of viſiting there, 
of any impropriety of mon which * war- 
rant ſuch. r | 

5 Tax poſitive: enden of Nr. Fennell 0 
& this topic,” anſwered: Sir Robert, I conclude to- 
3 nothing more than the airy conceptions of a. 

« lover's brain, fabricated. in the melancholy alenis 
die of jealouſy. He views Olivia with a favourable 
«opinion, and has danced attendance without 


* viſible progreſs in her goog W 
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6 Ne without even being able to defeat the officiou- 
< neſs: of poor Mr. Longford, whoſe aſſiduities are 


E often pleaſing, but never diſguſtful. Pray, Mr. 
Wilton, what ſtay do you *. to make in the 


North 2” 


| 1 * 18 pe which. was manifeſtly intended 
to change the ſubject, was evaded by the reply of 
Mr. Fennell, who ſaid, Sir Robert, though I have 


«. long danced attendance after the beautiful Olivia, 
« to what cauſe is it to be imputed that I have made 
no progreſs ? You have always eluded my attempt 
« at an explanation, and carefully repreſſed my en- 
* quiries, whenever I wiſhed for information on a 
ſubject which ſo nearly concerned my happineſs 
« and welfare. I was very explicit; you were very 
« myſterious; and though Olivia has not hitherto 
treated me with any apparent marks of perſonal 


“ attachment, I hope I ſhall not have the mortifica- 


6 tion to be finally diſcarded for this more favoured 


« ſtranger, whoſe pretenſions to family. or fortune 
„ may be not only vague and. ambiguous, | but delu- 


cc ſive, and a falſely aſſumed.?” 


* * . 
P | 7. 
A '& * 


lat RITATED at the Alliberality of the abſervation, 


L retorted, Sir Robert, it was my determination 
740 this day to avow. my paſſion for Olivia, and ſolicit 
4 7 your permiſſion to prefer my ſuit, after I had ac- 
4 quainted you with my family:; fortune, and connec- 


e tions. The illiberal aſperſions of Mr. Fenne!! I 
«ſhall treat with that contempt which they deſerve, 
ce and with that filence which carries: more diſdain 


. than the. moſt expreſſive ſarcaſm. - Know then, 


% Sir Robert, Lady Bertram, and Mr. Fennell, 
% That I really love Olivia—yes, love her with as 
ꝓure a paſſion as can warm the human breaſt; and am 


. er determined, 1f J- am happy enough to merit the 


cc. approbation 4 


* 


- 


r - x03 
6. approbation of her honourable parents, immedi- 
« ately to proſecute with all the ardour of a real lo- 
« yer that paſſion, the happy and fortunate comple- 
„ tion of which will alleviate an accumulating weight 
« of ſorrows, and woefully, add (looking at Mr. 
« Fennell) to your diſappointment, Sir Robert, if 
* you will be ſo obliging as to favour me with a pri- 
« vate audience of a few minutes, FT ſhall endeavour 
« to fruſtrate the effect of every inſinuation which 
1 may expect to operate to my diſcredit,” 


si Robert aroſe, and whilſt he Was walking to- 

"Was the door, Lady Bertram exclaimed; * "Nt; 

_ * Fennell, what is the matter with you? . Are you not 

Ge well ; or are you afraid of loſing your miſtreſs PE 
. 


by Ms. F ennell replied, “Sir Robert!“ 


WITH Robert turned round, when Mr. Fennell, with 
4 hefitating and faultering tone, continued, As 
«this gentleman has ſeemingly got ſomething of 
importance to communicate, I defire you may not 
4 : leave. the room; 1 ſhall withdraw.” 


HI was viſibly. e l face was Ty —his 
lips trembled as he ſpoke—and now and then he 
viewed me with a ſullen aſpect of reſentment and ma- 
lice. He bowed obſequiouſly to Sir Robert and Lady 
Bertram—again he eyed me—his colour changed— 
and, without a bow to me, he EY left the 
Das. 


. e 
Lab Beftuatg abſetved, that ſhe tools not help 


laughing at the manifeſt mortification and ſallen de- 


portment of Mr. Fennell, whoſe ſuſpicions of a 


had caſt a ſhacte of Miberality over his conduct of 


| Wes which * juſtice muſt ſeverely condemn, 


— 0 
. 


9 8 4 
43 2 * 4 — , — 
* — "3 4 
5 © 2 4 R 2 4 
F n a V$ 2 
2 . 7 8 
* + 7 
6 SO, 8 


3 


EDO” 


* 


. 


cs —_ 88 
2 BN Let. R 
T i EPs Od 
+ Sod eg oy rn iis wo a, 
4 ©) =_ * 


— 
NM x 4 
ae -4 1% 


POE SIE Noo. REPY 
4 * ” a> — 
3 * 


8 1 > - 
La ant LE SM E 
en * 


. 5 


— 22 r 


0 fy 
+F7 
* 
1 
* 
50 : 
190. 
21 
+.89 
„ 5 
N 
"Ot 7. 
y 125 
„ 
{ 1 
4 4 * 
s 1 n 1 
8 MY” « 
— 
"FEE 
19 2 
© "x 
N * 5 
2 — 1 
I 
a "s 45 
4 'F i 
© a * 
N 1 
1 
1 
” * 
{3 
Th. : 
2 4 
FL 
+) 
" 
we 
$3 
? 1 
'3 { 
1 
x 
— Fe) 


EF; . e r 
"Art 4 «<7 a REY 2 * N 

5 ke xy ae He PE 
* — 2 3 — 


— warn 


—— 
g N 
. 


— 


*>p — 8 wo 4 * 188 
* Ro N NN. * Ls Da *z 35 > + 4 E 
4 5 — K we 3 bows ps ory 
age.” j . * +. on - 4 * n 2 = I 


NYT CIS 


ay > 
= 
14 
2 
* 7 
+ 
: 
* 65 
3 
; 
Pe, 
N 
4 
* 
* + 


— 
— 


* 
ch 
12 
4 
# 
10 
9 
5 


4 > 
i» — . 
© Y '4 £ << 
te wi A. 


* * 
So. 
at. 


jo k —_— IE EIS 
. 
ö 


20 283 + vo 2 1 - ta em 
Y N V n bY Ss . 5 7 
e _ 10 — a e 8 e 
8 n > . a LE 
oo l - Oy * + at > 1 8 
— aa / d; 9 Ay * A. 7 — 1958 


7 . . * 
r 


2 0 
- > wa 
— * 


162 THE - DENIAL; OR, 


and candour would her, « But come, Mr. Wilton, 
& fit down and favour us with an explanation of ſome 
« of your comic adventures. Caſt away that grave 


46 * face, ; — 


% Husn, buſh, my dear,” ſaid Sir Robert, bo Mt. 
«© Wilton has ſomething of another nature to impart, 
* which may be of more conſequence than to make 


66 * laugh.“ 


I xuen told them my name, the cauſe why I 

had left Wilton-Park, and taken up my reſidence in 
the North, and, as a confirmation of what I aid, 
offered them the peruſal of my letters; which they 
politely refuſed. . But I aſked permiſſion to addreſt 
Olivia; and that was 1 | 


Lavy Bertram aid, ſhe would not then laugh at 
War I had communicatea, yet ihe hoped to live to 
ſee the day when ſhe ſhovid ndulge herfelf in that 
pleaſure, without the fear of a rebuke from ir Ro- 


; bert. 


Tuovon I did not underſtand her meaning 
clearly, I added, I hoped: her EIT: would prove 


SE curtſied, and replied, ſhe _ run 55 tell 
© Olivia all the wonders ſhe had heard, as. ſhe was cer- 
tain they 8 her. | 


„n Robert thanked me for my ingenuouſneſs, and 
ſaid, Olivia =__ perfectly left to her own deci- 


ſion in ſo important an affair. I aflented to * can- 
dour, and retired. 
8 5 "A : By Lam, le. ; 
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I PERCEIVED my communication had exonerated 

my mind of a conſtant and preſſing load of ſolici- 
tude, I was perfectly eaſy from that fluQuation of 
ſentiment whtch had kept my thoughts in the moſt 
diſagreeable ſuſpence, corroded my peace, and 
varped my judgement. I had long deliberated be- 
fore I reſolved ; I heſitated when I began to act; but 
fince I had petformed my refolution, my conduet, in 
this particu'ar inſtance, met with my warmeſt. * 
8 probation and applauſe, 
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Ta us, I believe, it often happen: with 2 Cate 
plative perſon : he is much more diffident of his own 
powers than one who is leſs converſant with the deci- 
fions of his own mind, leſs anxious for the event of 
futurity, and altogether careleſs as to the ſucceſs of 
operations which the former even dreads to make the 
ſubject of meditation. The more any man hints, it 

1 an abſolute certainty, the leſs he will a2; and 
when he is timid and ſuſpicious, too fearful and ſoli- 
citous, he frequently. loſes the fortunate hour of ope- 
ration, which can never be recalled by the utmoſt 
exertion of human ſkill. Precipitation may be too 
haſty, and caution too ſlow. 
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Waller I was agreeably es in this mu- 
ing ſtrain, congratulating myſelf on the ſeeming ſuc- 
cels of my firſt advances, my hoſteſs entered and in- 
formed me, that a 6 at che door dente 9. 
: 90 with me. 
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On walking to the door, I ſaw Mr. Fennell, wig 
acquainted me, that he called upon buſineſs of im- 

rtance, which required an immediate diſcuſſion, 

told him that I was ready to enter upon the dil. 
cuffion of any ſubject, if he would do me the favour to 
alight and walk in. He accordingly diſmounted, and 
ordered his ſervant to walk the horſes at no great 
diſtance, until they ſhould be wanted. 


1 
! 
! 
| 
1 


As ſoon as we were ſeated, Mr. Fennell addreſſed 
me as follows: * Sir, though you have not been long a 
| & reſident in the North, you are no ſtranger to my pre- 
* tenſions to Olivia; your preſent interpotition there- 
« fore, with a view to thwart my purſuits, requires 
« ſome explanation, and I am come this morn- 

* ing to demand it.“ | 


I R2PL1ED, © I was informed, Mr. Fennell, from a 

* ſource of the higheſt credibility, from Sir Robert 

* and Lady Bertram, that Olivia was under no pre- 

engagement, either to you or any other gentleman; 

I therefore conclude that I have an undiſputed right 

* to become a candidate for her affections, without 

* conſulting the approbation of any individual what- 

* ever, except of thoſe to whom ſhe owes duty and 
„ obedience.” | 


HI returned, I hats nothing to do- with "FEW 
ec you conclude, Sir, nor will I be determined by 
« your concluſions, You are very conſcious of my 
« prior, right from my prior acquaintance 3 and, 
« having firſt paid my addreſſes, I think it but equi- 
table that I ſhould not be diſcarded by the r in 
« conſequence of your interference.” _ 


1 COULD not e ſmiling, Auris, bis delivery | 
of theſe ſentiments, 8 
; 
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He obſerved me; and ſaid, © You may ſmile as 
= you pleaſe, Sir, bat I am determined! will not 
< be inſulted by impertinence— I will not be ſuper- 
« ſeded by officiouſneſs. My offers are honour- 
ce able, liberal, and, I think, unexceptionable; and 
« probably would, ere this, have been accepted by 
« the dear object of all my wiſhes, had not you, like 
« an evil ſtar, ſhed a baleful influence, and imma- 
« turely blaſted all the n buds of my pro- 
“ miſing expectations.“ 
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. He was vehemently agitated—he grew pale and 
livid—claſhing and grinding his'teeth ; he viewed 
me with the keen glance of indignation, 
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755 I replied, “ Mr. Fennell, will you give me an 
-4 open and ingenuous anſwer to a ſimple queſtion!?“ 


4 C E ar AIN FLY 2 he replied. 
cc "yt you then any poſitive promiſe from Oli- 
«© via by which you are authorized to interdict the ho- 
«c eng dag e of any other gentleman ?” 


H anſwered fullenly and with ſome heſitation, 
« have not.” 
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=o n Sir (1 continued), your . ples of a prior 
«* acquaintance certainly confers no right, nor pro- 
* hibits any other gentleman from the laudable pur- 
„ ſuit of what you have only a diſtant hope of ob- 
< taining. I conſider every woman as a free agent, 
«as miſtreſs of her own actions, and amenable to no 
one, fave to thoſe whom God and nature have en- 
dowed with authority to exact obedience in confar- 
e mity to their equitable dictates, by which her pre- 
4 bent welfare and future happineſs may be enſured. 
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« Since, by your own acknowledgement, you have 


4 no poſitive promiſe from Olivia, no excluſive pri. 
_«< yilege or diſtinguiſhing preference from Sir Ro- 
* bert and Lady Bertram, I cannot conceive any 


« right you haveto iſſue a prohiþitory mandate, for- 


% bidding any one to Aae the lady without your 


« authority.“ | 
« My right,” 8 he, pringing from his 


chair, „I am determined to maintain; and I here 
* infiſt on your relinquiſhing all claim, 8 foregoing 


cc all addreſſes, until I have my ultimate ſentcnce 


from the lips of Olivia herſelf.” 


« A MOMENT's reflection, Sir,” reſumed I,“ will 


«© convince you of the impropriety of this behavi- 
. cour, which derogates from your character as a gen- 
„ tleman, without the leaſt addition to the fund of 
* your intellectual attainments. I am not to be in- 


“ timidated from my purpoſe by ſuch an authoritative 


e interpoſition, nor deterred from a purſuit, on which 
"« I am determinately bent, by this dictatorial inter- 
<< ference. My hopes are yet in embrio, I am only 


« a novice in love; but I ſuppoſe you will not at- 


4 tempt to impoſe an inhibition where you are very 
. confident you have no Peg. 12 


H rejoined, However you may diſpute my 


te power, I am confident in my right. Priority of 


= poſſeſſion, in equity and juſtice, always confers a 


0 priority of right; and though you may by ſophiſ- 
4 tication combat my arguments, you will never 
: x FL be able to overturn this ſelf-evident principle,” 


« Possrs510n, Mr. Fennell, when legally and 


| * juſlly obtained, always confers a right 1 in things 
72 2 are * to be bought or ſold ; but where 


- 1s 


Wyn 
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« is the analogy betwen the firſt advances for a la- 
«© dy's affection and the higheſt bidder for a hunting: 


<6 horſe ?”* 


Tais repartee being pronounced with ſomewhat of 

a ſarcaſtic ſneer, which the abſurdity of his argu- 

ment had ftimulared, gave a looſe to the ebullitions 
of a paſſion that neither prudence nor commion ſenſe 
could warrant. 


c Ma. Wilton,” exclaimed he, „your perſe- 
« yerance for the poſſeſſion of my charming Olivia will 
« provoke what your immediate receſſion will never 
„ prompt. Vou muſt inſtantly give me a fatisfac- 
«« tory anſwer to a ſingle queſtion, or I "wb inform 


% you, that your own behaviour ſhall either confirm 


«© me a ſteady friend or render me a formidable ene- 
< my. Will you acknowledge my prior claim, and 


* _ for yOu officious interpoſition ??— —- 


« Mr. F engel, you have verbally acknowledged 
« you have no claim but what exiſts in your over- 
« heated imagination. To make an apology when 


<< I have committed no offence, would be a ſpecies of 
„ timidity with which I have hitherto been unac- _ 


% quainted; and, however I may wiſh to eſteem 


« you as a friend, I muſt inform you I will never 


*« purchaſe your friendſhip by ſuch degenerate ſervi- 


* lity. As to your terrific threat of being a formida- 
ble enemy, I ſhall confide in the laws of my coun- 
«try for the defence of my property, and in "pF 


* own arm for the ſafeguard of my perſon,” + 


— 


Hs pauſed ſome time before he anſwered ; at laſt 


he faid, « Is this Sir, your final determination ey N 
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* Tax, “ returned de 5 ſince you refuſe ty 
4 ſettle this buſineſs amicably, you may reſt aſſured 
« of hearing from me in the — of a few days. < 


He retired without CEOs: and I * at his 
threat. 


Now, Bankeld, how do you ſuppoſe this affair will 
termiaate ? This rival attempted to brave me into a 
cowardly accommodation ; I was ſteady to my pur- 
_ poſe, and ſcorn to temporize with any man on ſo de- 
; hcate an affair, much leſs to be intimidated and dri- 
ven from the proſecution of a buſineſs wherein my pre- 
ſent he or eee 18 Eventually involved, 
| Bur let n me intreat you, 01 len let me beg of 
you, not to let a ſyllable of this converſation eſcape 
vou in your correſpondence with my ſiſter, until you 
are apprized of its termination. I heſitated, when 
I fat down to write, whether I ſhould or ſhould not ac- 
- quaint you with it; but a thorough conviction of your 
Friendſhip and fidelity quickly removed my ſcruples, 
and I have communicated the whole buſineſs in an 
ample detail. 


Taz propriety of the ous inkibigidn. you will 
. readily acknowledge. A mother's fears for the per- 
: onal. ſafety of her ſon, and a ſiſter's timid thoughts 
ever preſaging the worſt of an event, would only 


| © * | later and add a deeper ſhade to that gloom of 
diſtreſs which at N 18 8 our once bapp) 
family. 


O nayeingss! IVES 1s thy ſequeſtered eben 
"Thou hait eſcaped my moſt ardent ſearch amidſt the 
noiſe, the buſtle, the din, and riot of the city ; and 
here, in this ſolitary receſs; where I vainly expected 

0 have found thy habitation, thou again deceiveſt 
1 c e 
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me, and corrodeſt my mind with. the phantoms of 
: Deception. Happy infancy ! that always giveſt en- 
Joyment without the fretting ſting of care! Thy 
pleaſures, though fleeting, were ever ſeaſoned with 
the real zeſt of fruition. 


I was anxious to ſee Mr. Roda that I might I in- 
form him of my reception by the Bertram family, and 
alk his advice in my affair wich Mr. Fennell, which 
probably may be attended with very ſerious conſe- 

uences. I found him, as uſual, in his ſtudy. He was 
peruſing the Metaphyſics of Axi15ToTLE, upon which 
he commented with much profundity and acuteneſs, 
ſaying, he wondered how ſo muchlearning and induſtry 


could be fo ill applied to the elucidation of a ſubject 


that was enwrapped in impenetrable darkneſs, and 
had employed the utmoſt efforts of . genius, and puz- 
zled all the ſeminaries of Europe for ſo many centu- 
F 


1 REPLIED,-* A metaphyſical diſquiſition, Mr. 
« Brooke, even on the merits or demerits of that 
great maſter of all knowledge, has at preſent no 
* charms for We  - 


He ſmiled with complacence upon me. 


Iruzx informed him of my ſucceſs, as I raptu- 


rouſly termed it, of being permitted to viſit and pay 


my addrefles to the-lovelieſt of her ſex. 


He eke his pleaſure, and e me I ſhouts 


find her, from a more intimate acquaintance, worthy 


of the "appellation which I had, in the end of my 


Jus; e = her, 


nr apprized dun ef my interview with Me. 


Fennell, and the N Nr were men o fol- 
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Hs appeared very ſerious at the information, and 


ſaid, Mr. Fennell is a gentleman of an ample for- 


cc 
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tune, good connections, and of great authority in 
the county. His education was defective, and, 


* 
from a conſtant attention to the ſavage amuſement; 
of the chace, he has contraſted a ruſticity, or ra- 


ther a brutality in behaviour. He is impatient of 
the leaſt controul, and the moſt gentle contradic. 


tion of his opinion throws him into a violent pa- 


roxyſm of rage and fury. This trait in his con- 
duct, I ſuppoſe, he has acquired from an aſſocia- 
tion with his menial domeſtics, whom he rules with 


the rod of tyranny 3 ſometimes making them the 


companions of his amuſement ; at others, upon 


the ſmalleſt tranſgreſſion, or even omiſſion of their 


expected duty, treating them with all the ſeverity 


which an irritated malice. can ſuggeſt. Hence he 


is ſerved by the trembling tools of fear and ſervi- 
lity, and meets with no eſteem from thoſe whom his 


.ample fortune compels to ſurround and flatter, 


but not to love and reſpect him. His tenants are 
in general racked beyond.what the utmoſt induſtry 


and the ampleſt produce can bear; and the con- 


ſequence is, arrears of rent, for which *the honeſt 


farmer is immediately arreſted, his ſtock and crop 
ſeized, and frequently ſold below their real value, 
to ſatisfy the unruly paſſion of power, or the un- 
| bounded demon of avarice: and thus he ſavagel) 
and wantonly turns an innocent and helpleſs family 
adrift on the world, for the poor and ſordid gra- 
tification of enjoying what he does not want; the 
accumulation of a few pounds, which probably he 
may beſtow upon his groom, or give them for a 


hunter, juſt as the caprice of the moment may ſti- 
mulate him. He is an implacable and inveterate 


enemy, but 2 precarious and unſtable friend; [ 


would adviſe you, to conſult Sir as a take 


his opinion on the buſineſs.” 


1 1 ax 
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I gxPRESSED my acquieſcence, and begged he 
would favour me with his m to Bertram Hall. 


w found. Sir Robert and Lady Bertram walking 


in the garden; and whilſt Mr. Brooke entertained the 


Et I took the opportunity to acquaint Sir Robert 
with the circumſtance, and the whole of Mr. F ennell's 
extraordinary behaviour. 


Hs. pauſed and looked thoughtful then ſaid, 
From a perfect knowledge of Mr. Fennell's cha- 
racter and diſpoſition, I am not at all ſurpriſed at 
his behaviour towards you. He 1s not accuſtomed 
to oppoſition ; ; hence his chagrin and irritability, 
at being checked in his progreſs, as he imagines, 
by your interpoſition, and declaring yourſelf a can- 
didate, for the affections of Olivia. His attend- 
ance is of ſome duration; his attention has been 
conſtant and aſſiduous; his offers are noble, ho- 
nourable, and magnificent ; yet, whatever may 
be the. cauſe, his advances have been coolly re- 
ceived, and, though ſhe hath never treated him 
e with inſult, he hath always experienced the moſt 
, mortifying neglect. This he hath often com- 
_ plained of to me, even in the preſence of Olivia. 
When I have rallied him upon the nature of his 
deſpondency, Lady Bertram has laughed at - his 
amorous whining, while Olivia would gravely and 


ſeriouſly add a fly replication to any cautious in- 


terrogatory, which would at once have unhinged 
«© his reſolution, and rendered him a ſullen mute dur- 
ing the remainder of his viſit. When I conſider 
the man, his techy, froward pride, vain of his 
«« anceſtry,. and ambitious of his fortune, I cannot 
c help being loſt in amazement at his complacency 


_. * and humility in the purſuit or an object he is not 
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* likely to obtain. But Love, Mr. Wilton, is omni- 
e potent, ſubduing by an irreſiſtible influence the moſt 
© ſavage temper and untameable diſpoſition. Some 
have been long ſubjugated by ambition, ſome by 
* avarice, ſome by diſſipation, and others by in- 
% temper2nce. All have their ruling paſſion ; but 
(„4 Love may be ſaid to be omnipotent, whilſt the 
4% philoſopher and the ſpendthrift, the hero and the 
<< miſer, equally acknowledge his over-ruling power, 
and for a temporary enjoyment relax from the avi- 
% dity of their darling purſuits,” | 


S1& Robert concluded, and 1 thanked him for his 
information relative to Mr. Fennell ; when he ſaid, 
„ Mr. Wilton, take no further cognizance of your 
« interview with him: if he proſecute his threat, as 
* probably he may, civility and gentle uſage may 
s happily coneiliate, when oppoſition and reſent- 
% ment would only operate to inflame a miſchievous 
„ deſign. Conceſſion, where there is no offence, 
* is unneceſſary; but remember, that the braveſt 
cc, men have been always the moſt polite,” 
# 

I] ACKNOWLEDGED the juſtice of his remark ; and 
| Mr. Brooke ſoon after joining us, we retired, 
| Jam, &c. 


= 


LETTER XXIX, 
FROM MR, BENFIELD TO THE HON, MR, WILTON- 


SIR, 


PERCEIVE, by the communication of your 
paſſion to the Bertram family, you have allevi- 
"ated your anxiety, but acquired a formidable oppo- 


> and, I conclude, an inveterate enemy. To be 
thwarted 
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5 dovarted in love by a more favoured admirer, is not 
eaſily forgiven or readily forgotten; it conveys. an 
Inſult to the underſtanding, and a ſlight to the perſon . 
of the unfortunate rival. This leaves a ſting that 
will long corrode and rankle, will prompt the infer- \ 
nal ſpirit of revenge, and take a horrid pleaſure in 
embittering the peace, if not deftroying the exiſtence . 
of him, whoſe virtues were deemed more worthy of 
8 ſ _ \ 
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Tu is is the real cafe with yourſelf and Mr. Fen- 
nell. He is exaſperated at his ſuppoſed diſappoint- 
ment — he is revengeful from the inſtigations of dark - 
brooding malice, and would rather enjoy the horrid 
tiiamph of aſlaflination, than ſit down peaceably un- 
der the ſuppoſition of his ridiculous defeat. His ſul- 
len behaviour and aſſuming arrogance were ſufficiently 
demonſtrative of his concealed envy, and which you 
have borne with all the calmneſs and patience of 888 ; 
moſt pr eee | 
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Ta ERE is 4 mee dignity which every man owes 
to himſelf, and of which he ought not to ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be deprived, leſt he ſhould become the butt of 

_ petulance, and the dupe of ſtupidity. You know a 
man may be too good-natured, and ſuffer his reſolu- 
tion to grow tame beneath the aſperity of inſult and 
the ſaucineſs of impertinent effrontery. This will 
not well conſort with your maxims of chriſtianity and 
philoſophy, which inculcate patience and forbearance 
under the ſevercſ trials; -and though you know me 

o be a chriſtian, I am but an indifferent philoſopher, 
for I ſhall ever conclude an inſult as well as pain to 

be an evil. You may ſmile at my concluſion ; bar 
I am not miſtaken, you will ſoon have ample exer- 
Ciſe for all your patience and philoſophy, and find 
- them but feeble weapons to repel the furious attacks 
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of your impetuous aſſailant Mr. Fennell. You have 
every thing to dread from the ſecret machinations, but 
OE from the open attacks of ſuch an enemy. 
Ir his e compel you to extremities, I ex- 
pect you will plead for a ſhort delay, by which my 
preſence may probably prove of ſome little ſervice to 
you in a part of the en where 1255 are a per- 
ſect ſtranger. 


Tur worthy Mr. Brooke, from the tel of 
his function, will have juſt cauſe to plead an exemp- 
tion from interfering. He is the miniſter of peace, 
and your application to him, in the moment previ- 
ous to action, would oo 5 be improper. 


815 Robert will as certainly decline any active 
part, leſt his apparent preference might not only irri- 
tate the malicious principal, but diffuſe the ſeeds of 
a laſting enmity among all his connections. He may 
attempt an accommodation, but your opponent 
ſeems to have too much irritability in his compoſition 
to admit of any honourable terms. Satisfaction is of- 
ten demanded for a mere ſlip in the flippancy of in- 
conſideration; what then muſt be expected from a 
man who is thus 17 55 of deliberately an ring 
een inſalt? 7 7 | 


"ey , ay Wilton, this honeſt warmth ! It 
is expreſſed in the cauſe of my friend; and though 
© T have no pretenſions to the gift of prophecy, you 

may depend upon my prediction when I aſſure you, 

from the character given of Mr. Fennell both by Sir 

Robert and Mr. Drovks,! that a rencounter will be 
TI: © | GE TAE ; 

My daes is a bad ſhield are Winder, when 
| F take an impartial review of his whole behaviour | 
e 


» 
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towards you. The gentleman was laid aſide, but 
the hero was not aſſumed. True courage is like the 
latent ſpark, which appears by colliſion. 
I MusT now acquaint you with the intelligence 
which l have received from Mr. Dowman 


He was five days at Wilton- Park, and during the 7 
moſt of that time diligently employed in the peruſal _ 


of thoſe legal inſtruments by which your family have 
enjoyed their eſtates and hpnours for man ycenturies. 
His inveſtigation. and&opinion were not conſentane- 
ous to the ardent wiſhes of your father, for he de- 
clared the utter impracticability of a legal diſſolution 
of the entail without your eonſent. Your father was much 
irritated, and ſeemed greatly diſappointed at this opi- 


nion; but declared it was his ultimate reſolution, that 


if either law, intereſt, or money could complete it, 


it ſhould not be left undone. He added, moreover, 


that ſo undutiful a ſon, who had degraded the dig- 
nity of his family- by his diſobedience, ought never 


to enjoy the honours and privileges which had fo ' 


long and eminently diſtinguiſhed the name of Wil- 


* 


very ſeldom your venerable mother, who did not 
ſeem to be apprized of the nature of the buſineſs 
which had brought him to Wiltoa-Park. He is la- 


* 


viſh in his encomiams on her, and thinks it pecaliar- 
y unfortunate that all her ſweet attentions and mild 2 
ga mould meet with lo Wann a re- 


3 


i. 


IS. 


Ma. Bowman e this by better, e 
in he promiſed to acquaint me with any future pro- 
ceedings on this buſineſs, if he ſhould be applied tos 
as he is certain that Lord Wilton will proſecuts ĩt to 

the utmoſt of his power. He never ſaw your filters, and 
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 _Viartos will certainly meet with a reward, even 
in this tranſitory ſcene of exiſtence, which will am- 
ply requite all its former ſufferings, and compenſate the 
lufferer, to the manifeſt regret of the diſſipated vota- 
ries of vice. Why wickedneſs ſhould triumph, is a queſ- 
uon which has puzzled the wifeſt men of all ages; 
therefore you muſt not expect an elucidation of ſuch 
an abſtruſe ſubject from me, who am totally une qual 
to ſo abſtract a diſcuſſion. That this is too often the 
caſe, the experience of every day convinces me; but 
| whygae is fo I am ignorant, and rely firmly on the juſtice 
of the: all-wife Diſpoſer of Events, whoſe wiſdom in 
* the diſtribution of his favours here below will be one 
day demonſtrated to the entire ſatisfaction of all his 
-* creatures. They may now murmur at his diſpenſations, 
from the partial view they have of them; but when 
his general providence ſhall be tmanifeſted, it will 
then 8 r that all . were * for 


dhe bel. 


=” "Pa? ernst, Wien, 40 0 at me, Wb 
| have preached thee a Sermon. I have ſometimes 
my ſerious hours, when I meditate with the pro- 
foundeſt awe on the goodneſs of our Creator and the 
unworthineſs of his creatures. I have not yet learned 
the faſhionable phraſe, of religion being beneath 
the care and practice of a gentleman ; of whom, | 
however obſolete the uſage may be, there are many 
Whoſe abilities and erudition are more than ſufficient 
dio put the greateſt R of modern infidelity 


to the bluſh. | 
3 HAD almoſt Legion to acquaint you, that the in- 
loſs: is part of my never-ending correſpondence ;. 
et I have the happineſs to acquaint you, that my 
KS; Antonet hath again got her releaſe: but ſhould | 


We cc be Sarees by the watchful mw 75 
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of Argus, what will be the conſequence ? Yet I 
could almoſt find in my heart to diſcover it myſelf ; 
for I think it would be a means of precipitating what 
obſtinacy and perverſeneſs have too long protracted. 


KT TER XXX. 
FROM MR. BEN FIELD TO THE HON. MISS WILTON. 


MY DEAR ANTONET, 


 LTHOUGH, by the fertility of your invention, / 
a correſpondence is again commenced between 
us, which by the prohibitory mandates of a father 


had undergone a temporary ſuſpenſion, yet J cannot 


forbear lamenting the continuance, and hourly wiſn 
_ for a happy concluſion of it.— That I love vou, 
yes, love you with 3 pure and diſintereſted paſſion ; 

a paſſion which has for ſeveral years embittered my 
| happineſs, and tinged my earthly cup with the gall 
of bitterneſs—you are already acquainted | with. 
Then why, oh why, my Antonet, would you wiſh to 
protract the miſery of a man, who is vain enough to 
em that he ſtands unrivalled 1 in Jure r = 
ien of this aasee and Abit of das 
honour, what days of unhappineſs, and nighis of 


wretchedneſs, have I not ſuffered, in hopes of briug- 


ing io a favourable deciſion, an union which ould © 
make me the happieſt among the ſons of men! Ho. 
like an airy phantom, has this opinion deluded me, 


and led me forward from day to day, from year to” - 


> 


year; whilſt the promiſed joy ſeemed always wit 
e grafp, yet wantonly eluded my moſt ardent” 
4 pts, and left me ſorrowing in che dcepeſt abyſs of 
pointment ! 
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17% HE DENTAL; OR, 

SHALL I hope, ſhall I hve in the full expectation 
of having my hope one day accompliſhed, and am- 
ply enjoy the uncontrouled fruition of thoſe pleaſures, 
which you, yes, you alone can confer upon a willing 
captive to your merit ? Yes, I will hope, yes, I will 
hve in this expectation ; and my the accompliſh- 
ment be certain, may it be ſpeedy ! and may it bring 
that peace to my troubled breaſt, to which it has 
long been a ſtranger, which it has never enjoyed in the 
ſmalleſt degree ſince you robbed me of * not un- 
willing heart! 


Ha vx you duly and conſi gderately weighed the pro- 
poſal I made you, when laſt I had the pleaſure of 
your company? It was not, my Antonet, dictated 
by the impulſe of the moment ; no, it was the reſult 

of mature deliberation, and the concluſion of my 
moſt ſerious thoughts. Come, come then to my 
arms, confer and participate of that happineſs, 
which abſence, which cruel ſuſpence, corrodes, and 
MW totally deſtroys. Oh why will you longer delay, why 
| will you tantalize, and deprive me of that peace, 
which you alone are able to confirm and eſtabliſh ! 


— From the tenderneſs of your nature, and the ſuſ- 
1 ceptibility of your feelings, I have not the leaſt ſuſ- 
pieion that you wiſh to play the tyrant, and rivet 
ttzhoſe chains the faſter which were at firſt ed by 
Bu; your loxelineſs and amiability. | 


on be zr I I was happy, I was at peace, till 
=. 1 knew you. I became a captive to your charms, 
_ - and from that moment I may with truth affirm tran- 
= -quillity has fled from my boſom. My grief is pungent, 

my folicitude is permanent; come to my arms, then, 

/ Antonet, come to my arms, diſpel my grief, —_ 


"SY = Sig * and make me ne + Let 


THE HAPPY RETREAT. 179 


not money, let not fortune, paltry confideratios! 
deter you + I have enough. for both you and me. My. 
eſtate is large, my fortune is ample; come then to 
5 arms, give me. yourſelf, nd take my fortune. 


Tax not that the loſs * a few r will 


ever colt me a thought, or give me one moment of 
diſcontent, whilſt I am perfectly bleſſed in the affec- 
tions of my Antonet. I have already ſafficient to 


enable us to live with ſplendour, to diffuſe eaſe and 


competence amongſt my dependants, who were 
many of them the domeſtics of my father, and who 
have long enjoyed their little with much more con- 
tent than myſelf, to whom they look up with awe 
and reverence... Happy mortals ! who paſs away the 
e noiſeleſs tenor of their. a ſtrangers to the, Cares 
of #: opnlengs and ander- 1 | 


You, ſay.” that you —_ one urgent and pre- 
vailing motive for denying my e ' You remind 
me of having a father. True, I have, and a father 


who never exerted his authority to deſtroy the natu- 


ral and common privileges of his ſon; who hath, 


with the tendereſt ſenſibility of an indulgent parent, 


been ever more ready to adminiſter to my innocent 
deſires, than 1 have been to de mand of en 
means of ite dien. | 


- ## 


22 my Antonet, I have a F wha „ will troap 
you with more gentleneſs, more tenderneſs, and more 


real affection, than you have long experienced from 
your natural parent. He has been regularly apprized 
of every incident relative to our long attachment; 
and though he gently animadverts upon Lord Wil- 
ton's tyrannical behaviour, he expreſſes his entire ap- 
£2 PAs. of the amigple, conduct Di the bee 
ng >, 04 Wo SOLENT? . * J. 1 12 F 
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His years have not impaired his underſtanding; 
and though time hath ſeattered its ſilver froſt upon his 
head,” he is cheerful, lively and intelligent; willing 
to allow every amuſement, compatible with the pre- 
Cepts of virtue; to the youthful part of his fpecies, 
well knowing that innocence may comport with cheer- 
falnefs, and diverfion with morality: May the hoary 
hand of Time be long long waved over his venerable 
bead! and may he at laſt drop into his grave, like 
the” ripened ear full of age, as he is already full of 
+ - good works I 


Hes ſays, my Antonet, that he will be a father to 
you ; will cheriſh your hopes; aſſuage your ſorrows, 
and from his experience will lead you through the 
- thorny mates of this troubleſome life; Then fly to 
the arms of a hiiſband, to the eounſels of a father, 
who longs to beſtow his bleſſing on his amiable adopted 
daughter, and ſhed the cheerful ray of peace on the 
manfion of the aged and the virtuous: Gray hairs 
Are honourable; and, when decorated with the palms 
of virtue, are a crown of glory to the wearer. 


Tui. iny angel, think, ſhould the ghaſtly 
tyrant of the human rice lay his leaden hand on the 
head of yoùr venerable mother, which Heaven long 
avert, would your ſituation be agreeable; or even to- 
lerable ? Would ſuch an unfortunate event ameliorate 
"the temper of your father, or ſooth him into kind- 
neſs towards the dear pledges ſhe would leave behind 
her? The trial might not probably anſwer your ex- 
pectation 3 and when thus circumſtanced, to whom 
could ybu with propriety complain, when that tongue 
which ſoothed your ſorrows, when that heart which 
deat but for your happineſs; are mouldering and 
mingling with their native duſt | She being gone, 
what friend on earth will treat you with that tender? 
mes, what hand will ſhield you from the pelting- 
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ſons of life, what heart feel and melt at your ſor- 
rows equal to that of your faithful Benheld ? When 
the crimſon finge of health blooms upon your cheek, 
when the ſmile of joy glances from your eye, it ſhall 
be my hourly ſtudy to preſerve the one, and add to 
the enjoyments of the other, If the chilly touch of 
fickneſs ſhould blight the bluſhing roſe upon your 
cheek, and blaſt the ſweetening ſmile of joy which 


glanced from your eye, J would fit by your bed, kiſs 


the paleneſs from your lips, and, if I could not aſ- 
ſuage your pain, would adminiſter confblattan, and 


weep over your ſufferings: 


BzrreveE me; when I aſſert that you will find 
my affeQion to be unalterable, not leſſened by time, 
nor impaĩred by poſſeſſion, It has already undergone 
a long and ſevere trial; then form a favourable re- 

ſolution, and inſtantly execute it, that my patience 
may be amply rewarded, and my conſtant love, which 
has merited your approbation; be crowned with af- 
ſured ſucceſs; Time fteals on with rapid ſteps ; Age, 


his inſeparable companion, creeps cloſę behind; and 


whilſt we delay our happineſs by an ineficacious par- 
ley, they come preſſing forward, to lay their cold 
fingers on vir a eee brows. 


Lr us then ſeriouſly e what we are dat ; 
let us not only reflect, but let us determine to act. 
Of what hours, what Fehr nay, of what years of 
happineſs and pleaſure have we not deprived ourſelves 

by a filial compliance with that refractory turn of 
mind which is neither ſoftened by time nor ſoothed by 
ſolicitation ! Then come, my Antonet, come and 
. reſt upon my boſom, where alone you may repoſe 


2 your ſorrows, and where, if you find not always a 
2 ug relief, - you will ever experience a certain alle- 


Nation. 
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Way are you o diffdent of your | fiter Sophy ? ? 
ſhe is advancing faſt to years of maturity; ſhe is 
neither void of diſcretion nor affection for her ho- 
nourable mother. Cannot you confide in her tender- 
neſs ? May ſhe not be the gentle companion and the 
foothing miniſter in the heavy hour of diftreſs ? I 
think ſhe may. Reflect —you will reſide only a 
few miles diſtance from Wilton-Park, and a conſtant 
communication may be eaſily ſupported, by which 


you may paſs and repaſs with little more Cifficulty 
than if you were a a daily reſident | beneath your father's 


roof. 


Lr theſe arguments a. for I can ok of 
no others. I turn giddy when I review my former 
diſappointments—let | your reſolution eren them 


; 1 the . 


py e * hows ri a method for. our epiſto- 
lary correſpondence, would not the ſame effect a per- 
ſonal interview? I think it is not impracticable. Let 
your ſiſter, your maid who is already in the ſecret, or 
even your mother, attend you; and, oh Antonet, 


let not too nice a ſcrupuloſity, too ſtrict an adherence 


to your duty, deter you from a compliance with this 
innocent requeſt. I ſhall come diſguiſed and unat- 
tended, to prevent diſcovery. May the thought 


| prove auſpitious, and the interview fortunate ! I ſhall 


Fa which the wong of * e demands. 


await your, anſwer with all the ardour and all the im- 
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LET T.E RK XXXE 
FROM THE HON, MISS WILTON TO MR, BENFIELD. 


SIR, 


OUR letter has not RY perplexed but rendered 

me unhappy. I have peruſed it over and over 
again. It is written with more than uſual ardour. 
Your expreſſions are more rapturous than formerly, 


your ſenſibility more lively, and your affection more 


explicit. To what motive ſhall I aſcribe the change? 
I know, from long experience, that it muſt be a 
laudable one. To adduce the ſame arguments for a 


further procraſtination. which have already been ſo! 


frequently urged, would be tedious and irkſome; 
and I confeſs myſelf utterly at a loſs how to fabricate 
or invent any that are new. The firſt ſtill operate 
with their original force, and as the ſame reaſons ſtill 


remain, they militate againſt any thing that can Fg | 


agel to overturn their energy. Me 


10 "SIN why would you ox me to 0 0 
unwarrantable a proceeding at this critical conjunc- 
ture ? My dear brother, by an inconfiderate act, hath in- 
volved our whole family in ſorrow and diſtreſs ; and 
would you, by inducing me to commit a ſimilar act 
of diſobedience, contribute to ſpread à deeper gloom 
thro? the houſe of ſorrow and diſquiet? You know 


your influence, you have long known it; do not then 


attempt to lead my devious ſteps from thoſe paths of 


duty in which I was early taught to walk by the wil- 


dom of a parent, whom I ſhall honour and revere 
whilſt 'memory is n of nnn hey virtues 
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* | You "ls my affection; it is permanent, unal- 
terable ; has long bod the ſtorms of an enraged. 
father; and though, in this inſtance, I cannot plead 
my duty, I aſſure you, by the vows of the moſt ſa- 
cred love, it will remain firm and unſhaken to its ori- 


ginal — 


Tunis nation, you muſt be very confident, i in- 
ſtead of contributing to my peace, will only accumu- 
late day by day additional miſery and diſcontent. But 
what cannot be avoided without a violation of the 
precepts of virtue, it is an obligation of duty to 
"oe with paticnce and reſignation. 


"REP Jon recapitulation of the 2 effefts of your 
© conftant paſſion, however pleaſing, however ſoothing 
to female vanity, was certainly unneceſſary. I have 
long experienced from you that unalterable love, 
that unceaſing attachment to promote my peace and 
augment my happineſs, which are the inſeparable at- 
tendants on an unſhaken conſtancy and perſeverance. 
You have long convinced me of the purity of your 
intentions, as well as the fervour of your affections; 
and, relying with an implicit confidence upon your 
virtue, I have liſtened with increaſing pleaſure to 
your vows, in full hopes that time might produce the 
happy conſummation of all our wiſhes ; what ſtronger 
aſſurances then can you wiſh for than this confidence 
affords ;; for what can be more binding than the ac- 
rn AA [ bſten with RR pleaſure 
Ws your. vow oF 


On 1 rely on my auncerity, and N 
not the weakneſs of a woman, who you know loves 
you, to tranſgreſs the juſt limits of that duty and 
obedience which are preſcribed to her by the laws 
of her Creator, and pointed out to her by all the 
Precepts of — virtue. 5 
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Ir you have been rendered unhappy and diſcon- 
. by the interruption of a mutual intercourſe, 
you may be aſſured that I have ſeldom taſted the 
| ſweets of peace or the calmneſs of repoſe. The com- 
mon privilege of your ſex affords you the happy op- 

portunity « of alleviating your ſorrows by communi- | 
eating your ſentiments and feelings to ſome faithful 
friend; but to women, even this relief is rigidly de- 
nied, and, bound by the harſh reſtraints which the de- 
licacy and reſerve of female natures have impoſed, I 1 
muſt bear the ſecret of my ſorrows with painful ſilence. 
How many ſleepleſs nights have I paſſed, how often 
have I moiſtened my pillow with my ſilent tears, af- _ 
ter a vain and ineffectual ſtruggle between, my duty | 
and my affection. The deepening ſhades of. night 
have cloſed upon my ſorrows, and the enlivening 
ray of welcome morning has tinged the chambers of 
the Eaſt, ere the ſoft, the often-invoked touch of 
| ſleep has cloſed my wearied eyes. Waking and 
reſtleſs, the only pleaſure I enjoy is in a ſoothing re- 
troſpect of the many happy hou I have experienced 
from your Ruine aud —_ | | 


* On Benteld, a peruſal of theſe laſt Gates ex- 
cites a ſoft ſuffuon on my cheeks, and ſilently re- 
proaches me for the indiſcreet confeſſion. Delicacy ; 

would have expunged the declaration, but affection 

pleaded more ſtrongly for their inſertion ; and if you 
feel half the emotion from the peruſal which I have 

felt in the compoſition, your friendſhip will throw a 
e over my weakneſs, and forgive my folly. 
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"eG 1ousof your diſintereſtednefs, let me not fuf- | 
fer the. imputation of caprice and inconſtancy when 
[aver that I can never become the wife of any man, 

to be a mere dependent on his beneficence. This ſen- 
timent renders your W of i pageantry 1 
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186 .- THE DENIAL; ON, 


the more conſpicuous, and would attach me more, 
if that were poſſible, to the man who is capable of 
making ſo generous a propoſal. The acceptance of 
your offers would hurt my ſenſibility ; and might be 
conſtrued, by the tongue of calumny and reproach, 
into ſordid meanneſs and avaricious ſervility. 

Tuts wiſh, the moſt ardent wiſh of my heart is 
to meet the man of my choice on the equal footing 
of love and independence. Blame not my reſolution ; 
I have the firmeſt reliance on your honour; and tho? 
I have not the leaſt doubt of being as acceptable to 
my Benfield without adding one iota to his fortune 
as if 1 ſhould bring him millions, yet, poſſeſſing this 

euliarity of diſpoſition, I wiſh to indulge it; and I 
think you will not blame me for declaring to you 
without heſttation theſe e ſentiments. 


3 . Jie late in kis- age, hour 


Pleaſing i is his evening ſun! May he for many years 


continue a bleſſing to his ſon, and to all around him! 
What pleaſure would it give me to call him Father ! 
what conſolation to be called his Daughter! But re- 
member, it is my daily charge to ſtill the wintry 


ſlorms of declining age, to ſooth the bitterneſs of 
_ anguiſh, and carefu ly to wipe away the tear of diſ- 


content. And would you ſeduce me from my charge ? 


from that poſt which God and nature have aſſigned 


me? I think not, Remember, O remember, Ben- 


x field, that $4.5 alſo RAVE A FRO: knee 


1 HAVE ; candidly 8 your . of an 


| interview; and to allay my ſeruples, and remove all 


ow. 4 communicated. it to 270 honoured mother. 5 


45 


"ns Harted: at the propoſal. © CIO akke the b 


e of her emotion. A iy 


PE 
38 


5 — Row evening, at five o'clock; we expo 
you in WIL ron Woop, 


10 


of your affection for Mr. Benfield, I am not igno- 
rant of your fidelity and long attachment, and yet 
I am not precipitate to condemn you. Your con- 


cc 


466 
es 


46 


4 


60 


« 


cc 
46 
60 
10 
41 
10 
10 


% Mr 445 mother, you are no ſtranger to my 
inclination 3 but I will endeavour to ſuppreſs my 
with; if it militate againſt TG PO * 


7 8 * 
Rn, 
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THE HAPPY RETREAT. 
% My dear child,” ſaid ſhe, © I know the conſtancy 


ſtancy may meet with what I am ſure it merits, 4 
future reward, and I truſt your fidelity will in the 
event triumph over all impediments. I perceive 


Mr. Benfield would not have propoſed or you have 


it is not your intention to deceive ; otherwiſe, _ 


communicated the wiſh for me to accompany you. 


This is peMe&ly coincident with the firſt principles 


of your education, which was virtuous, moral, and 


religious. He ſays, he will come diſguifed and 
unattended, to prevent diſcovery, as a diſcovery 


might be attended with the moſt dreadful conſe- 
quences. / Do you wiſh, Antonet, for an inter 
view Wy | * rr 


| 
Zig 


3" To indole; my children] in what i is innocent ab 


virtuous, was always my chief delight; and poſ- 
fibly I may not tranſgreſs the ſtricteſt rules of pro- 
priety by voluntarily accompanying you to meet 
the gentleman with whom you are ſolicitous to be 
united. I would rather the ſtorm fell upon me 


than upon your ſiſter. Appoint your hour—T- 


I. attend you“. „ 


overcame me my heart was full —ſhe ſaw and felt 


Wo 9 4 


Tuis determination, made with her on Sees 
neſs at the apparent hazard of her tranquillity, quite 


25 ſoft Empty N my gratitude 1 in dene. . 


C 


LETTER xxx! 


FROM THE HON, MR, WILTON TO MR. BENFIELD, 
7 ..$ I ts | 
you ſeem more precipitate by your propoſal to 
ſhare my dangers, than Mr. Fennell is to expoſe 
me to them ; for notwithſtanding his peremptory be- 
haviour at our laſt interview, his terrific threat at his 
departure, and the ſeeming ferocity of his character, 
I have not yet heard a ſyllable more from him upon 
the ſubject. As a man of courage, I have not the 
leaſt dread to meet him; but as a Chriftian, a ſo- 
lemn fear ruſhes upon my foul at the idea of a duel, 
and quite unmans me with its ſacred impreſſion, To 
decline meeting him upon ſuch a cauſe, if honourably 
called upon, would, by the modich world, be conſtrued 
Into the cowardly evaſion of downright poltroonery, 
By accepting his call, I know that I ſhall not only 
tranſgreſs the plaineſt dictates of our holy religion, 
but act in contradiction: to the ſuggeſtions of my own 
conſcience, and the eſtabliſned laws of my country. 
Religion expreſsly prohibits every attempt to deprive 
a fellow-crearure of his exiſtence, and dreadfully de- 


TE 1 


= nounces the ſevereſt vengeance on him who ſhall 


daringly and wantonly ruſh into the awful preſence of 
the Aimighty without his Previous permiſſion. | 


Conscience, the inward monitor of mankind, is 
an emanation of the Divinity, implanted in the hu- 
man breaſt to warn man from error, and correct the 
3 olantary commiſſion of crimes. The laws of our 

- "Egyntry, although they are expreſs againſt the action, 
_ Feſt in a ſtate of dull tofpidity, and tacitly allow 
ants petty villain to violate thein with W 

N- 


— 


4 - 
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THE HAPPY RETREAT. 189 
| Ins this perturbed, irreſolute ſtate of my mind, I 
cannot ſay whether in the event the ebullitions of pal- | 
ſion or the mild influence of religion and conſcience 
may finally predominate. Subjects difficult of deci- 
ſion are always irkſome; I ſhall therefore quit the 
preſent with the utmoſt indifference, and patiently 
wait for the event. In the ſphere of reaſon the orb 
of man would ever ſafely move, if paſſion did not 
ſometimes interpoſe its heat, and, with eccentric 
power, drive him 8 the limits of prudence. and 
diſcretion. 


Havi obtained permiſſion to pay my addreſſes 
to the charming Olivia, I went to Bertram Hall, with 
a full intention to ſeize the firſt opportunity of im- 
proving the flight impreſſion which I was vain enough 
to imagine/T had made on her mind. Upon my ar- 
rival, and not finding her with Sir Robert and Lady 
Bertram in the parlour, I aQually had the aſſurance 
to enquire where ſne was. Lady Bertram ſmiled, and 
ſaid, © I perceive, Mr. Wilton, you are a vigorous 
6 aſſailant ; ; I wiſh you may not ſubdue the fortreſs 
in as ſhort a time, proportionably, as Mr. Fennell 
* hath been carrying on a tedious unſucceſsful ſiege, 
without being capable of making the leaſt impreſ- | 
ſion. I am certain if you deprive us of 0 
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el 
* companion, you will deprive us of one of the A 
r preateſt bleſſings that Heaven can confer upon u 3 
But why ſhould I grieve at an event which I bas, ak 
* muſt-one day happen ? I remember, when I was 1 
[ff young, it was 'the firſt wiſh ' of my heart to be -Þ# 
married, and I verily believe it is ſo with every 1 
4 Lager of Eve.” 8. g 1 
4 pg* YTHEE Pat,” faid Sir Robert, baking: 4 
«© hold thy tongue; why wouldſt thou diſplay all the boy : 
a TINA -ains oo of *y ſex? If you proceedin "4 
"5. e ä 


* . 
hg 2s Wa IT y 
N P — 
. . 


ee this manner, you will reach Mr. Wilton how to 
«win n. and with your own artillery. * 


in « Pen Aw. pſhaw, Robert, replied my Loads, 
e you remember how I plagued and tantalized you: 

ee though 1 had reſolved to have you from the firſt, 
© yet I was determined to play a few vagaries, be- 
. fore I ſurrendered up my liberty. Here chuck- 
ing Sir Robert under the chin, « You- know I was 
% a vixen (added ſhe) ;—but, Mr. * you will 
4 find Olivia in the garden. HD 


I I LookeD at Sir Robert; and receiving from him 
a nod of aſſent, I left the room, ſmiling at Lady 
by ar s innocent freedom and cheerful familiarity, 


I Found the 1 object of my r ſitting with 
. book in her hand in a ſmall alcove, ſhaded with the 
flaunting eglantine in full bloom. The fragrance it 
diffuſed was agreeable, cheering, and exhilarating. 
The fair and lovely ſtudent was ſo intent upon her 
book, that ſhe never perceived me, as I walked 
along the verdant path, until I was directly before the 
entrance of the alcove. She looked up; and riſing 
. at the fame time, with a viſible emotion, ſaid, Mr. 
„ Willkon !'— A livelier bloom fluſhed upon her 
chest a ſoft confuſion overſpread "i lovely 
 * countenange — her gliſtening eyes were caſt upon the 
ground, and ſhe ſtood like a ſtatue fixed and motionleſs. 
My eyes were riveted on her charming figure, 
while my beart beat in uniſon to the tumultuous emo- 
tions of my mind. I had deviſed a thouſand tender 
and endearing expreſſions ; but at preſent, ſo preva- 
lent was my trepidation, I could not recolle& one 
ſingle ſentence. She raiſed her eyes, and caſt a 
glance upon me, which ſeemed to reproach my timid 
filence. TE IEA burſt from my mind —the words 
0  etrembled upon my tongue, but — but I could not articu- | 
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THE HAPPY RETREAT.” [197 
And is ins my dear Benfield, che effect of love? 


painful paſſion ! but it is a pain mingled with moſt | 


exquiſite pleaſ ure. RD 


ArTes a temporary pauſe, I laid my hand 
upon the book, which ſhe held in her's yet opened, 
and ſaid, © May I aſk your indulgence, my dear 
60 Olivia, for this abrupt intruſion upon a ſolitary 
” retirement pl 


* 1 FREQUENTLY (ſhe replied) retire to this ſe- - 


60 e arbour, to Pray my n authors.” 


« Mar I preſume to enquire to what author you 
* have been devoting your Proven moments?“ 


Bas held forth the book to me I took N 
thought ſhe heaved a gentle ſigh, as ſhe gave it to 


me. It was Thousox, that poet of nature, that 
author of ſenſibility! The book was open at the 
pathetic epiſode of Palemon and Lavinia. I read, 

from an enthuſiaſm I always entertained for the ten- 
der er of the ſtory, the firſt two lines: 
e The lovely young Lavinia once had e | 
« And fortune ſmil'd deceitful on her birth. 


Sn clapped her hand upon the place, and ex- 
claimed, O Wilton !”—She turned away her face 


plucked the flowers from the adjacent woodbine; 


and endeavoured, by ſmelling at them, to SN her 


- 


emotions from my obſervation. 


As I found myſelf intimately nant] in every 
incident relative to her, I cloſed the book, took her 
hand, and, eagerly kiſſing it, tenderly e the | 


cauſe of her ſudden exclamation. . 
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1 DENIAL; OR, 


e aid, ds Believe, me, Mr. Wilton, I have 4 

222 exclamation was involuntary—one day, 
% probably, you may know ic—at preſent enquire 
no farther.” 


Jog ETE p her injun&ion, and ere a curioſ Ity 
which her myſterious manner had conſiderably in- 


creaſed. 


SriII. bed her hand, I aſked if ſhe would in- 
dulge me in the pleaſure of being ſeated, while 1 
acquainted her with the feelings of my heart, and 
explained the letter which I had the preſumption to 


' convey to her h 


Wirnour the leaſt ſcruple or "37" 9 ſhe ſat 
don; at the ſame time ſaying, © The explanation 
| 1 which you were ſq candid and ingenuous as to make 

*« to Sir Robert laſt night, he has kindly communi- 
„ cated to me this morning. I am now no longer at 
a loſs to conceive the meaning of ſeveral expreſ- 

_ **« fions in your epiſtle, which before were altogether 

« inexplicable. And ſo, Mr. Wilton, you have in- 

** curred your father's diſpleaſure, by abſolutely re- 
e fuſing to be united to the daughter of Sir George 
= r . 


AS. aaty, my charming Olivia, I have dared 
5 upon a ſubje& of ſuch importance to think for my- 
„ ſelf, and have boldly overſtepped the limits which 
% the doctrines of paſlive obedience have preſcribed, 
%, T have however by this ſtep forfeited my father's 
protection, and plunged the moſt amiable of 
% mothers into ſorrow and diſtreſs. To avoid 
„% the ſhackles of matrimony with a lady whom J 
% could not love, I fled to this place, and by apecu- 


lar happineſs in my — defliny have become 
% 2a y0- 


THE HAPPY REPREAT:. | 


« a voluntary captive to thoſe dee 5 


92 which I now adore.” : EE 

DroyyPING upon my knees, I preſſed her ONT to 
my lips with an eagerneſs to which I had been hither- 
to a ſtranger—l fixed my eyes with a look of kind- 
neſs and complacency upon her face, and 72 Fn © en- 
joyed her apparent confaſion— | 


* 


In E was ſilent. 5 . 


„ Lr me not ariſe from this ſupplicating all 
«. ture, without you condeſcend to honour my ad- 
&« dreſſes with the {mile of approbation.” | 1 


Sur replied, Mr. Wilton, ariſe; 1 cannot 

© think of anſwering you while I behold you in this 
poſture. Adoration is not my due ; and, however 
— may have given it a ſanction, I am 97 to 

„ believe that vanity, not wiſdom, in many of my 
5 ſex, hath prompted them to conclude, that the ag- 
28 of ſuch a ſervice is nothiog more than 

* the Juſt reward of their diſtinguiſhed. merit. 


. 4 


+ 


* 1 AROSE, and, without weren ben, fat donn 
by her. 


i 


Sat continaed;: cc Mr. Wilen. though a few. 
* accompliſhments which my beuere Creator 


* hath endowed me with, and which I have not the 
* yanity to ſuppoſe give me any pre-eminence ver 
* the majority of my ſex, may have raiſed an ho- 
*« nourable paſhon in Your. boſom, what. apology 


* eduld you make to the wor Id, what anſwer to your ; 
% on conſcience, what ſatisfaftion.to your offendeg- 


*. Father, were you wo be ſo ſucceſsful as to meet with. 
- Mp conſummation of your wiſhes 2*? 2 : 
Vor. L | K IETI, 
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THE DENIAL; OR, 


I KBPLI ED, © My dear Olivia, although | in this 
"« inſtance I have confeſſed my diſobedience in re- 
* fuſing to marry in conformity to the dictates of 
**. paternal authority, yet do not therefore imagine 
. that J am ſo loſt to all ſenſe of filial duty, as finally 
* to conclude ſo intereſting and important an affair 
% without. firſt imparting it to my honoured parents, 
* and earneſtly ſoliciting their conſent. If that were 
« without reaſon ultimately refuſed, I ſhould ſtand 
« acquitted, I truſt, in the eye of an impartial pub- 
* lic, be free from the compunctions of my own 
«© conſcience, and not accuſed of diſreſpe& to thoſe 
whom religion and virtue teach me to revere.” 


, Bur, Mr. Wilton, have you maturely weighed 
* the conſequences attendant on. the completion of 
Fo this purſuit Ig 


On Olivia, do not conjure up imaginary impe- 
o „ Uments' on this occaſion, where probably too many 
real ones may actually exiſt, Do not add to my 
« miſery by enumerating obſtacles which may never 
er happen; but which, if they do, it is my duty to 
*« ſuſtain with fortitude and reſignation. Few inci- 
* dents in life, even the moſt trivial, would be under- 
taken, if we had the leaſt preſentiment of the many 
s unfortunate events which are the ſure and certain 
2 conſequence of them. Let us not embitter our 
br preſent moments by indulging thoſe gloomy phan- 
„ toms which the fertility of imagination may be able 
4 to pourtray, and thereby diſturb our * though | 
0 2 may never 2 A | 


a 


* * * it not, Sir, a wiſe and prudent maxim to 
e prepare for the hapleſs contingencies of adyer- 
wo 

7: 


We 2 ithout ien tion we ſhall 
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THE HAPPY RETREAT. = 


| | « {eldom be enabled to endure thoſe balefiff Krokes Li. t 
| « which neither prudence can foreſee nor caution LF 
: ce f 1+ og * =. 
„ T ACKNOWLEDGE, Olivia, the juſtneſs of your | 4 

« obſervation— but why ſo ſolemn, ſo cautious at *.. 

« the commencement of a connection which I have 1 

«« the moſt ardent hope will finally terminate in hap- - FI 

25 pineſs and peace?“ 1 
purrix my arm round her waiſt, and gently i| P 

preſſing her to my boſom—** What wayward occur- F268 

« rence in this life can ruffle my happineſs, if I __ 

« ſhould be ſo fortunate as to be * with _= mor bt. 

* ſeſſion of your affection!“ 1 

« An Mr. Wilton, you are not that novice in 1 

© the world, not that utter ſtranger to the manners 1 

of the times, as really to conclude, that the bare 1 
poſſeſſion of my affection would be ſufficient to | 3 

« counterbalafnte the many uneaſineſſes, the warp- - 1 

« ing diſcontents, the gloom of ſorrow, and the = 

« gnawing ſtings of cool neglect, which are con- ĩ 

« fſtantly floating in temporary _ of caſual : _ 

« exiſtence.” 1 

8 Yes, my angel, yes, a more than ſufficient con- * Hl k 

« ſolation for the work that can befal me. At pre FW 

« ſent, you know, I am a poor alien, eſtranged from il 

„the tenderneſs and care, the indulgence and kind 1 
*-attentions of my parents; caſt upon the world as 1 

« unworthy of their notice and undeſerving of their _ 
protection. In this forlorn and hopeleſs condition, 1 
permit me, oh Olivia, permit me to pour my ſor- 1425 


1 


«rows into your boſom, as a gentle aſylum, Where 
they may experience ſome relief, and repoſe. in 

* confidence of a total alleviation. - 
143 | e 2 Invzep, 
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. Ido, Henry, you ma . hap.” 
1 pineſs i is not always acquired even dy the accom- 
* pliſhment of thoſe very means which we often and 
e vainly ſuppoſe to be Wh . W this ideal 
- * ES. | 


18 Car not e deat Qlivia, *i a rea- 
« lity, and what can deprive me of it if you * 
ce to bleſs me with your love? £46 kt 

SW" 

Hex, fighing, ſhe made an \ Attempt to ariſe, 
while I tenderly enfolded her in my arms; and 
Z el. exclaimed, — Olivia, wig will ou ny 
66 me 99 


Sin confuſedly replied, E Lock e eee lo! 
Sir Robert and Lady Bertram were ſtanding about 


half way along the verdant path which led ata the to 
the alcove Rem we were fitting. | 


11 n had one arm through Sir Robert's, 
and with the other ſhe was pointing with her finger to 
18 making with an immoderate fit of 8 
We aroſe, 


.Orrvia walked from me through a private path, 


„ Wn 4 hilt Lady Bertram gabel after CI n 7 


— 


nie ur eee. | 
4 a Sthatruption was ties er 
the mirth and hilarity of Lady Bertram, at preſent, 
afforded no reliſh to my mind. After a few turns 
: round the garden, therefore, I took my leave; happy 
in the idea I had formed, that the lovely Olivia te 
not e me with: total iadifference. VE yer 20; 
AV 46397 A i usb: 
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On Benſield,: ſhe is loveline's itſelf. Her perſon 
zs rather above the middle fize, ſmall, ſlender, de- 


licately turned, and ſinely proportioned. Her face is TY 


beyond tlie power of language to deſcribe.- Her com- 
— whis 
of crimſoned health which glows upon her cheeks.-- 
Her fine bur eyes are ſoſt, mild and — 
Cheerful, animated, and engaging ſmiles beam upon 
her countenance.---Her hair, an agreeable auburn, - 
hangs waving over her ſhoulders in curling ringlets, 
without e 8 She was dreſſed in white, a colour 
which I. thought peculiarly adapted to her com- 
plexion; and when ſhe moved or ſpoke, a ſuperior | 
grace gave new charms to the natural elegance and 
: "ty of her perſon, You will fay, this is a por- 
"wait drawn by the pencil of a lover. It is ſo; the 
tints may be fine, and the colouring brilliant, but, 
notwithſtanding my partiality for the original, the re- 
ſemblance is as near as human art can come to divine 
perfection; and of the truth of this aiſertion, I truſt 
that you will one day hae an opportunity of Judging: 
for yourſelf, | 


However this connexion may terminate, I find 
myſelf involved in the pleaſurable intricacies of a 
pure diſintereſted love. My hopes are warm and 


ardent, and fince my late interview, where my re- 4 CO 5 


ception was coincident with my withes, I ſee nothing 
but uninterrupted happineſs and perpetual joy. 1 
dare not once think, in the rapture of my imagina- 
tion, on the family at Wilton-Park, leſt reflection 
ſhould embicter the felicity of wy preſent moments. 


Tura are many events in its whoſe original 8 8 
Ferres, appear, to the thinking individual, pregnant 


with dilaſter and calamity ; yet contrary to expec= 


4. 8 and beyond their immediate effect, ha . been 


8 * 2 w 
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is fair, is heightened by the lively * | 
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nating joy, plery, 1 na and * heed 
grief, ſolicitudef penury and want, were ſuppoſed 
to be their inſepprable attendants. From this exami- 
nation of the concatenation of cauſes and effects, ] 
am ardent enough to cheriſh the hope, that my pre- 
ſent alienation. from my family, though originally 
teeming with evil, brought me auſpiciouſly to the 
banks of the Wanſbeck, where I may acquire a com- 
penſation which will nn me, through life, happy 


and contented. 
P/ I am, xc. 
2 | 
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